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Carlos Panek Soares de Araujo 
International Relations Office

T he Educational Foundation Perspektywy organises an 
annual event called ‘Foreign Students in Poland.’ Each year 
a different university is chosen to host the event that consists 

of several panels and presentations during which specialists 
(rectors, deans, professors, managers and representatives of the 
Polish Ministry of Science and Higher Education) discuss the 
issue of internationalisation of higher education in Poland. The 
event dedicated to international students in Poland is held within 
the long-term programme ‘Study in Poland,’ which has enhanced 
the debate on internationalisation as the main driving force of 
the development of higher education in Poland. 

In 2019, the host university was the Warsaw University of Life 
Sciences – SGGW, the largest agricultural university in Poland. 
The conference gathered over 250 participants from Polish 
universities. The discussion panels focused on the influence of the 
new Polish law, also referred to as ‘the Constitution for Science,’ 
on the development of internationalisation. This comprehensive 
reform of Polish higher education contains numerous 
solutions that can to a great extent facilitate the processes of 
internationalisation of Polish universities. Consequently, there 
will be big changes in the functioning of universities, their 
financing and scientific careers.

The final event of the first day of the conference was the 
INTERSTUDENT 2019 Gala for the best international students 
in Poland. This was the ninth edition of the competition organised 
jointly by the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in 
Poland and the Education Foundation Perspektywy. The aim 
of the competition is to promote the best foreign students at 
Polish universities. Eighty applications from 30 universities 
were submitted to this year’s competition. Let us add that in the 
2017/2018  academic year, 74,743 international students from 
170 countries studied in Poland, that is 6,950 more than the 
year before. 

The Competition Jury awarded the winners in topical 
categories: Bachelor’s studies, Master’s studies, doctoral studies 
and special awards. The winners of INTERSTUDENT 2019 are:

- Bachelor’s studies: 
Charles Woode from Ghana, student of the Medical 
University of Gdańsk
- Master’s studies:
Okta Chandra Aulia from Indonesia, student  
of the Warsaw University of Life Sciences – SGGW
- Doctoral studies: 
Svitlana Sovinska from Ukraine, student of the Tadeusz 
Kościuszko University of Technology of Kraków
- Special awards:
Lisa Aditya from Indonesia, student of Gdańsk University  
of Technology
Danylo Funtovoi from Ukraine, student of Lublin 
University of Technology.

INTERSTUDENT  
2019  

Since 2018 Perspektywy has awarded ‘Inter-
nationalisation Stars’ for academics and administrators 
who have succeeded in various forms of inter-

nationalisation of Polish higher education. 
The Jagiellonian University is proud to have Dorota 

Maciejowska as the winner of ‘Management Star.’ Dorota has run 
the JU International Relations Office since 2015 and has been 
committed to the process of internationalisation. She has been 
involved in the realisation of the JU internationalisation policy 
and strategies through bilateral exchange programmes, visiting 
professors’ centre, governmental agreements, SYLFF, Partners 
Days, involvement in the Coimbra Group and Utrecht Network 
as well as the new initiative UNA Europa Alliance. 

It should be added that Dorota Maciejowska has become the 
new chairperson of the IROs Forum (International Relations 
Offices Forum) for 2019-2020. The IROs Forum, established in 
2007, embraces 20 Polish universities and aims at increasing the 
quality, effectiveness and range of co-operation of universities 
through the exchange of information and good practice examples, 
organising conferences, seminars and workshops as well as joint 
projects leading to the development of academic co-operation.

Summing up, the conference in Warsaw had the tone settled 
by the changes resulting from the Constitution of Science in the 
higher education system, and thus the discussion panels were 
very fruitful considering that there were different opinions in 
almost every discussion, some more pessimistic and some more 
optimistic. Furthermore, the Gala event showed how important 
it was to see that the internationalisation of higher education 
depended on efforts from all sides, from the ministerial 
level through academic staff and student bodies as well as 
administrative non-academic staff.

Management Star Award  
for JU IRO’s Head
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D. Maciejowska with the award and diploma
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Tadeusz Rudek 
International Relations Office

On 18 March 2019, the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak met 
another group of visiting professors who had come to lecture at 
the Jagiellonian University as part of the leading JU Visiting 
Professors Programme. The meeting was held in Collegium 
Maius, the oldest building of the Jagiellonian University, 
and also attended by Prof. Adam Jelonek, Rector’s Proxy for 
Internationalisation, and Prof. Piotr Laidler, Visiting Professors 
Programme co-ordinator.

This year the Visiting Professors Programme (VP) covers 
the expenses of more than 48 scholars from all over the world. 
Academics from well-known and prestigious universities give 
lectures at JU as well as conduct research in several working 
groups. The programme is one of the most important JU 
strategies aiming at internationalising the whole institution.

It is worth noting that since the beginning of 2018, the 
Jagiellonian University has hosted 86 international researchers. 
They have come from 25 countries: Brazil, Egypt, Spain, Morocco, 
Ireland, Hungary, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Lithuania, Ukraine, the Czech Republic, 
Russia, the USA, Canada, India, Pakistan, China, Australia, 
South Korea and Thailand. 

The welcome meeting in March gathered the following 
professors: 
• Seung Nyeon Kim, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, 

South Korea, 
• Chul Park, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, South Korea,
• Pyeongeok An, Daegu University, South Korea,
• Nataliya Zlydneva, Russian Academy of Science, Moscow, 

• Haris Dajč, University of Belgrade, Serbia,  
• Olena Haleta, Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, 

Ukraine, 
• Bohdan Hud, Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, Ukraine,
• Suely Dadalti Fragoso, Federal University of Rio Grande do 

Sul, Brazil. 
The Korean scholars (Prof. Park being the former rector of 

Hankuk University of Foreign Studies) are lecturing at the JU 
Faculty of International and Political Studies. Their courses about 
Korean culture, economy, pop culture and the ‘Korean economy 
miracle’ are extremely popular with students of Asian and Korean 
Studies in the Institute of the Middle and Far East.   

Prof. Hud and Prof. Haleta from Lviv are conducting 
research and lecturing about Polish–Ukrainian relationships 
and the complexity of Ukrainian society also at the Faculty of 
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T. Rudek, B. Chmielowska, B. Hud , H.Dajč, S. Dadalti Fragoso, A. Jelonek, O. Haleta, W. Nowak, C.Park, S. N. Kim, P. Laidler, P. An

A PATH TO A GLOBAL UNIVERSITY
– visiting professorship

UNIVERSITY  NEWS

The welcome meeting in Collegium Maius
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International and Political Studies. Prof. Dajč from Belgrade is 
giving a course on the totalitarian systems and the disintegration 
of Yugoslavia in the Institute of European Studies. 

In turn, Suely Dadalti Fragoso, professor of communication 
at the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul, has come to teach 
at the JU Faculty of Polish Studies. Her stay is sponsored by 
the Brazilian National Council for Scientific and Technological 
Development. Her research concerns the ontology of fictional 
worlds, more specifically, the way in which the enunciation of 
fictional worlds in different media affects the modes of existence 
of these worlds. She also runs courses on fiction, media and 
mediation as well as modern visual studies.

In general, the meeting was devoted to international co-
operation. The participants discussed student and staff mobility, 
international research projects as well as the development of 
collaboration between Poland and their home countries and 
institutions. At the end of the meeting, Prof. Bohdan Hud 
presented the JU Rector with a book on the history of Polish-
Ukrainian relationships, which had resulted from his stay at the 
Jagiellonian University within the Ivan Wyhowski scholarship 
programme.

All of our guests became familiar with the city quite smoothly 
and in their opinion, living here is very comfortable. As an 
illustration of this view, let us quote Prof. Dadalti Fragoso.

My experience of researching and teaching at the 
Jagiellonian University and learning about Poland has been 
very rich. Within a month of my stay here I have learned a lot 
from my Polish colleagues and my students. They come from 
a broad variety of countries which, due to the geographical 
distance, I can rarely meet as they are not likely to choose my 
home university in Brazil as their destination for studying or 
teaching abroad. The possibility of interacting with them is an 
unexpected benefit of my time here.

Maria Kantor 
International Relations Office

Today with its 16 faculties and over 4,500 academics 
conducting research in the state-of-the-art infrastructure, 
the Jagiellonian University is a leading scientific institution, 

collaborating with major academic centres in Poland and abroad. 
Recently, its researchers has conducted 1,580 projects, including 
86 international ones, and 85 of their inventions have been patent 
protected. 

In 2018, the Jagiellonian University submitted 12 patent 
applications to the European Patent Office (EPO), which made it 
the biggest applicant institution in Poland. The second institution 

JU TOP POLISH APPLICANT  
TO THE EUROPEAN PATENT OFFICE

with the biggest number of applications was Polpharma S.A.  
(6 applications) and the third the AGH University of Technology 
in Kraków (5 applications). 

The 2018 report of the European Patent Office reads that in 
2018, there were 534 patent applications from Poland, which was 
a 19.7% increase as compared with 2017 (446). In the ranking 
of top Polish applicants, the Jagiellonian University occupies the 
first position. 

The European Patent Office examines European patent 
applications, enabling inventors, researchers and companies from 
around the world to obtain protection for their inventions in up 
to 44 countries through a centralised and uniform procedure that 
requires just one application.

In addition, there are the pleasures of living in Kraków 
where I had been before only for a few days. So I knew how 
beautiful this city was. Now I am learning that there are 
always many activities going on and, having so many places to 
visit, it is difficult to choose where to go. And a final blessing, 
the cost of living in Kraków is not as expensive as in other 
European cities.

Last but not least, lectures given by visiting professors are very 
popular with JU students. Also, JU academics and researchers 
regard the Visiting Professors Programme as a good strategy of 
internationalisation – a path to a global university. 

https://international.iro.uj.edu.pl/en_GB/index   

W. Nowak putting a JU badge on P. An
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Beethoven and the Songs of Romanticism  
Ludwig van Beethoven Easter Festival

Maria Kantor 
International Relations Office

This year’s exhibition of music manuscripts that 
accompanied the Ludwig van Beethoven Easter 
Festival was entitled ‘Beethoven and the Songs of 

Romanticism.’ It was organised in the Jagiellonian Library 
on 1-19 April 2019. 

The opening of the exhibition took place in the 
Jagiellonian Library on 1 April and was graced by a piano 
concert. It gathered many outstanding guests, including 
the JU authorities, the composer Krzysztof Penderecki 
himself, Elżbieta Penderecka, President of the Ludwig van 
Beethoven Easter Festival, diplomats as well as numerous 

music lovers, including a group of pupils from a music school. 
Greeting the audience, the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak stressed 

the importance of the exhibition for the university and cultural life in 
Kraków. In turn, Mrs Penderecka focused on Mieczysław Tomaszewski’s 
work Od wyznania do wołania. Studia nad pieśnią romantyczną [From a 
Confession to a Call. A Study of Romantic Song]. This musicologist, music 
theorist and editor presented the theory and history of the song as well as 
the relationship between word and music, which illustrated the exhibition 
aiming at showing Beethoven as a creator of the song and thus put on a par 
with the poet.

According to the curator of the exhibition Michał Lewicki, the scenario 
of the exhibition focused on the song, ‘a genre standing on the divide 
where poetry meets music.’ We know Ludwig van Beethoven’s symphonies, 
sonatas and string quartets but we tend to forget that he also left his mark 
on the history of the song. His song cycle An die ferne Geliebte, composed 
in 1816, shows how he managed to introduce the means of instrumental 
composing into the song. Romantic composers were interested in the song. 
Their works are characterised by an immeasurable richness of their music 
and poetic contents. Such composers as Robert Schumann, Johannes 
Brahms or Gustav Mahler intensively drew from the 19th poems. The 
greatest Polish composer of this music form was Stanisław Moniuszko 
(1819-1872) who had introduced numerous songs into Poles’ lives.  

  The short piano recital performed by Krzysztof Książek included Piano 
Sonata in B flat major, K. 333 by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Fryderyk 
Chopin’s four mazurkas and Liebeslied ‘Widmung’ by Robert Schumann/
Ferenc Liszt.

Besides the music autographs of Ludwig van Beethoven’s symphonies 
as well as chamber and piano works, there were the autographs of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, Franz Schubert, Carl Loewe, Robert Schumann, J. 
Brahms, Hugo Wolf, Richard Wagner as well as the Polish composers: 
Stanisław Moniuszko, Karol Szymanowski, Ignacy Jan Paderewski and 
Krzysztof Penderecki. Naturally, this year’s theme required the exhibits 
of the greatest Polish romantic poet Adam Mickiewicz (1798-1855). His 
poems enjoyed great popularity with composers. Mickiewicz himself 
emphasised the relation between music and poetry, writing that ‘There is 
no lyrical poetry without music.’ 

The other exhibits included drawings, prints, photographs and other 
documents, among them a letter of Franz Liszt to the French-Belgian 
pianist Marie Pleyel, dated January 1844.

W. Nowak greeting the audience

E. Penderecka and K. Penderecki

The exposition of music manuscripts

A. Mickiewicz’s sonnets, 1826
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Maria Kantor 
International Relations Office

One of the provisions of the new Polish law concerning 
science and higher education is the establishment 
of doctoral schools at universities. Doctoral schools 

are to provide systematic, efficient and high-quality doctoral 
training and support their students in research. They should 
be committed to ensuring the highest international level of the 
quality of research training. A doctoral school is a new form 
at Polish institutions of higher education. As this structure 
functions at numerous universities around the world, we have 
good examples to follow. 

In February 2019, the Jagiellonian University established four 
doctoral schools:
þ  Doctoral School in Humanities
þ  Doctoral School in Medical and Health Sciences
þ  Doctoral School in Social Sciences 
þ  Doctoral School in Exact and Natural Sciences

The doctoral schools will offer various programmes that 
provide students with systematic education and supervision 
in their fields as well as offer professional skills trainings. They 
develop doctoral education in collaboration with the faculties 
that are in charge of them. The structure of doctoral education 
encompasses all of the disciplines taught at the Jagiellonian 
University. 

On 20 February 2019, the directors and members of the councils 
of the four doctoral schools received their official nominations. 
The directors are: Asst. Prof. Sebastian Kołodziejczyk, Prof. 
Magdalena Strus, Asst. Prof. Anna Zachorowska-Mazurkiewicz 

and Prof. Michał Ostrowski. Their terms will last four years, till 
2023. During the ceremony, the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak 
stressed the importance of doctoral education for the future of 
the university and their contribution to its development.

Till the end of May, the JU Senate has to approve the new 
doctoral programmes so that the four doctoral schools can 
conduct the first enrolment for the 2019/20 academic year.

Currently, there are 2,728 doctoral students at the Jagiellonian 
University in the following faculties (data as of 3 April 2019):

Law and Administration 465

Philosophy 270

Polish Studies 229
History 214
Management and Social Communication 204
Medicine 197
Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer Science 163
Chemistry 160
Philology 151
Biology 142
International and Political Studies 129
Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology 126
Geography and Geology 86
Mathematics and Computer Science 80
Pharmacy 56
Health Sciences 56

DOCTORAL SCHOOLS at JU

The JU authorities and the directors of the JU Doctoral Schools
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Carlos Panek Soares de Araujo 
International Relations Office

T he deed of formation of the new network of leading 
European universities was signed on 1 February 
2019 at the Jagiellonian University. Thus seven 

universities: Jagiellonian University, Katholieke Universiteit 
Leuven, Panthéon-Sorbonne, Università di Bologna, Freie 
Universität Berlin, Universidad Complutense de Madrid and 
the University of Edinburgh completed the foundation of the 
UNA Europa Alliance.

UNA Europa is a response to the 2017 Gothenburg Summit 
during which the European Council drafted a new model for 
education, culture and internationalisation. The document reads, 
‘[…] strengthening strategic partnerships across the EU between 
higher education institutions and encouraging the emergence 
by 2024 of some twenty ‘European Universities,’ consisting in 
bottom-up networks of universities across the EU which will 
enable students to obtain a degree by combining studies in several 
EU countries and contribute to the international competitiveness 
of European universities.’ The UNA Europa Alliance is an attempt 
to meet challenges imposed by the globalised world in which 
societies undergo diverse changes in an extremely fast pace.

These seven universities decided to create an alliance to 
respond to the announced call. Each founding member has a long 
tradition being among the oldest universities in Europe and at the 

formation deed signed

TABLE RONDE 
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for European Research.

The role of European University Alliances

 

 
Ouverture de la première édition

des Assises de la recherche
de l’université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne

10 décembre 2018, 
de 12 h à 13 h

Centre Panthéon, salle 1 - 12, place du Panthéon 75005 Paris

same time, looking to the future and providing innovative methods 
of teaching, research and interacting with the local community. 

The meeting of the delegations from the UNA Europa 
universities, consisting of their governance and representatives 
of the international relations departments, was held at the 
Jagiellonian University on 30 January – 1 February. The 
delegations discussed the mission statement and future activities 
of the network. The debate was opened by the JU Rector Prof. 
Wojciech Nowak who stressed that ‘UNA EUROPA is unlike 
any other universities network. Its goal is more than sharing 
information, student and staff exchange and joint research 
projects. We want to build a truly European University, 
developing a close co-operation in all dimensions of our 
activities. It is a very ambitious goal, one that requires courage, 
persistence and belief in common values.’ The first part of the 
meeting ended with a tour of the Jagiellonian University Museum 
in Collegium Maius.

The ceremony of signing the deed of formation and the 
UNA Europa framework agreement was held in one of the oldest 
JU halls in Collegium Maius – Libraria, which used to be the 
mediaeval seat of the Jagiellonian Library and now serves as the 
place of the JU Senate sessions and other important events. Before 
the act of signing, Rector Nowak outlined the vision of the alliance, 
saying, ‘Any major change begins with imagination. We need to 
envisage a future, transnational university, where we become one-
in-many and many-in-one; where the resources and legacies of our 
universities are put together to generate a new quality in education, 

The ceremony of signing the association agreement  
and the UNA Europa framework agreement
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research as well as co-operation with our local communities 
and the European society at large; where the future students of 
UNA EUROPA will benefit from learning in an international, 
multilingual and multicultural setting; where researchers will have 
at their disposal the know-how and infrastructure of seven great 
universities; where our administrative staff will work in concert 
using the state-of-the-art technologies and best practices; and – 
most of all – where our efforts will be driven by the set of shared 
values.’ His introductory speech was followed by brief comments 
of the gathered rectors, presidents and vice-rectors representing 
the governance of the UNA Europa members. Then all of them 
signed the formation deed.

The final, afternoon session was dedicated to particular joint 
activities and projects that the UNA Europa Alliance intended 
to start. It should be mentioned that since 2018, the network 
has already undertaken several collaborative initiatives. One 
of the recent undertakings was a thematic workshop about 
sustainability held at the Free University Berlin on 4-5 April 
2019, which gathered doctoral students. The Jagiellonian 
University nominated three PhD candidates who presented the 
following papers: ‘Managing the creation and implementation of 
digital innovation,’ ‘Limitation of alienability and hereditability 
of farms in Polish law in a comparative perspective – between 
right to property and sustainable farming’ and ‘River restoration 
in ecosystem services perspective – contribution to local 
communities: case studies from Polish rivers.’ They conduct 
research at the Faculty of Law and Administration, the Faculty 
of Management and Social Communication and the Faculty of 
Biology and Earth Sciences.

To sum up, for the Jagiellonian University the formation deed 
of the UNA Europa Alliance was a significant step into creating a 
European university campus. 

P. Lievens, C. Andradas Heranz, V. Blechinger-Talcott, W. Nowak, M. Gravasi-Barbas, F. Ubertini, J. Smith

The formation deed signed

F. Ubertini reflecting on the Alliance
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Dorota Maciejowska 
International Relations Office

F rom 5 to 7 June 2019, the Jagiellonian University will be 
the host of the Coimbra Group Annual Conference. This 
event will include working group meetings, a conference 

open to the general public, the Rectors’ Meeting and General 
Assembly. The conference will focus on Women at the University 
– the past, the present and the future. The Rectors of the Coimbra 
Group will discuss the topic of Synergy between education and 
research European policies together with a few invited speakers 
from the European Commission. The final event will be the 
General Assembly, followed by a cultural programme, including 
a visit to the JU vineyard. The organisers are expecting around 
200 guests, including representatives of the thirty-nine Coimbra 
Group member universities from 23 European countries. 

In his invitation to the participants, the JU Rector Prof. 
Wojciech Nowak wrote:

We are looking forward to welcoming all the distinguished 
representatives of the thirty-nine old and prestigious European 
universities and to discussing issues which, we believe, are 
of particular importance for the future of the European and 
global academia. In recognition of the key importance of 
inclusiveness and equal opportunities as key values of European 
universities, we have chosen ‘Women at the University – the 
past, the present and the future’ as the theme of our conference. 
We believe that you will have a wonderful time in Kraków, one 
of the oldest and most beautiful cities in Central Europe, proud of 
both its heritage and its contribution to the future of Europe.

The Coimbra Group (CG) is one of the oldest universities’ 
networks. It was founded in 1985 as an association of long-
established European multidisciplinary universities of high 
international standard. Through multilateral co-operation, CG 
members promote internationalisation, academic collaboration, 
excellence in learning and research and service to society. 
Besides, one of the CG roles is to influence European education 
and research policy and to develop best practice through mutual 
exchange of experience. JU joined the Coimbra Group in 1991. 

In recent years, the Coimbra Group has actively been 
engaged in shaping the future of European education and its 
research areas. Among its recent activities, we should highlight 
the following:

â High Level Workshop on Lifelong Learning and 
Employability at the European Parliament (24 January 
2018, Brussels),

THE FORTHCOMING COIMBRA GROUP ANNUAL CONFERENCE
â Participation in the First Education Summit, Brussels  

(25 January 2018),
â Participation in the stakeholders’ meeting at DG EAC on 

‘European Universities’ (7 February and 26 March 2018),
â CG statement on the Bologna Process (24 April 2018),
â Participation in the EHEA ministerial conference, Paris  

(23-25 May 2018),
â Joint meetings with other major university associations  

(26 February 2018, 12 June 2018, 25 June 2018): joint 
statements on FP9 on 21 March 2018 and 15 June 2018; joint 
amendments to the FP9 regulations sent to the European 
Parliament on 29 June 2018,

â High-Level Seminar for Research Policy on ‘Defining and 
measuring impact of research: an inter-disciplinary and 
inter-sectoral approach’ (6-7 December 2018, Venice),

â High-Level Workshop on Engagement to Society and 
‘Poitiers Declaration’ at the European Parliament (early 
2019).

One of the upcoming, most significant activities is the 
Coimbra Group High-Level Seminar on Education that will 
take place at the University of Tartu on 2-3 December 2019. The 
seminar will be dedicated to the topic of Universities as drivers 
of socio-academic integration in multilingual Europe. It will 
continue the annual tradition of the Coimbra Group high-level 
policy seminars addressing issues of key concerns in, alternately, 
education and research policies.

During this year’s high-level policy seminar on education, 
the Coimbra Group will present the results of the first CG 
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international benchmark. The benchmarking study conducted 
among the CG member universities aims at providing profound 
and detailed comparative data sets across the network as well as 
high-quality benchmarked data on internationalisation at the 
particular member universities. The benefits of this study for 
the Coimbra Group members will go beyond a simple analysis 
of the data of each institution. Hopefully, this anonymous 
benchmarking will allow the Coimbra Group to take a lead in 
assessing its competencies and policy development to support 
internationalisation. The Jagiellonian University will conduct the 
benchmarking survey between 2 and 30 April 2019. All members 
of its academic community have been invited to take part in the 
questionnaire. 

It should be noted that since June 2018, JU has had its 
representative on the CG Executive Board, namely Prof. Dorota 
Malec, Vice-Rector for University Development. Moreover, 
ten JU representatives are involved in the CG working groups. 
Two of them have been chosen as chairs of the working groups 
(Dorota Maciejowska, JU International Relations Office chairs 
the Academic Exchange and Mobility, being one of the largest CG 
working groups, and Dr Marta Kania, JU Institute of American 
Studies and Polish Diaspora is the vice-chair of Latin America 
Working Group).  

It is a well-known fact that no university can exist without 
the continuous movement of scholarly ideas. The main facet of 
this movement is academic mobility. Since its establishment, 
the Coimbra Group universities have exchanged students and 
staff in national, regional, European, international – bilateral or 
multilateral – settings. With a wealth of challenges to respond 
to, the design and implementation of student and staff mobility 
require a collective, empathic and imaginative approach. 

The Academic Exchange and Mobility Working Group 
(AEM) aims at ensuring a continuous exchange of experience 
and elaborating innovative approaches among the member 
institutions. It also advises the CG Executive Board on possible 
actions stressing mobility components which should be taken to 
develop European educational programmes.

Here are the main goals of this working group for the next 
three years:
â boosting the Student Exchange Network (SEN) through an 

extension of exchange from the faculty to university-wide 

level and increasing the exchange quota, visibility as well 
as intensifying its monitoring; 

â empowering the CG members’ capacity to maintain 
collective co-operation with British universities and 
share good practices in managing relationships between 
universities;

â developing teaching staff mobility and launching a 
mobility platform that will facilitate the monitoring of the 
CG mobility: its results and visibility;

â improving the quality of mobility among CG;

â increasing the visibility of activities undertaken by the 
AEM working group;

â monitoring the initiative of European Universities, the 
new Erasmus perspective 2020-2027 and the Bologna 
Process;

â supporting and knowledge sharing on the digitalisation 
of mobility (Erasmus Without Paper, Erasmus Virtual 
Exchange, DIGIPASS project and others);

â increasing the number of joint projects (Erasmus+ 
Strategic Partnership or Capacity Building) that will 
strengthen the co-operation between the CG universities;

â intensively collaborating with the remaining CG working 
groups, especially with two groups: Employability, 
Education and Innovation and Doctoral Studies;

â organising study visits to the CG member universities. 

AEM, together with other representatives of the Coimbra 
Group, plan to attend the 20th Anniversary of the Bologna 
Process and contribute to its programme. The meeting is taking 
place in Bologna on 24-25 June 2019, so shortly after the Coimbra 
Group Annual Conference in Kraków.

Looking at the thirty-four years of the existence of the 
Coimbra Group, one should note its good practices and 
innovative projects as well as successfully implemented ideas. 
Facing the global situation of higher education, the Coimbra 
Group has declared to be an associated member of the UNA 
Europa Alliance within the new European Commission initiative 
– European Universities, which perfectly matches the Coimbra 
Group motto: A tradition of innovation.
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Renata Bura 
Institute of Slavonic Studies

O n the occasion of the Bicentenary 
of Slavonic Studies at the 
Jagiellonian University, the 

Institute of Slavonic Studies organised a 
variety of events. The Institute, being part of 
the JU Faculty of Philology, is divided into 
four departments, according to the specific 
language groups: the Department of Czech 
and Lusatian, the Department 
of Slovakian Studies, the 
Department of Croatian, Serb 
and Slovene Studies and the 
Department of Bulgarian and 
Macedonian Studies. This 
division was introduced in 
1993, replacing the former 
division into departments 
of linguistics and literary 
studies; the new structure has 
strengthened the particular 
linguistic specialisations. 
It should be added that the 
Eastern Slavonic languages, 
i.e. Russian, Belorussian and 
Ukrainian are taught in the JU 
Institute of Eastern Slavonic Studies.

On 19 October  2018, together with 
the Tadeusz Lehr-Spławiński Scientific 
Society of Slavists, the Institute of Slavonic 
Studies organised a conference entitled 
‘Reinterpretation of cultural traditions 
in Slavic countries after 1989.’ The 
conference gathered students and PhD 
candidates who presented the results of 
their research concerning contemporary 
literatures, cultures and languages of 
the Slavs. It was an international event 
as its participants besides students and 
PhD candidates from JU, the Adam 
Mickiewicz University of Poznań, the 
University of Gdańsk and the University 
of Bielsko-Biała, included young 
researchers from the universities in  
Košice  Prešov (Slovakia), Ostrava (the 
Czech Republic), Skopje (Macedonia), 
Novi Sad and Belgrade (Serbia).         

Tadeusz Lehr-Spławiński was an 
outstanding Polish linguist, professor 
of Slavonic languages and rector of the 
Jagiellonian University in 1938-39 and 
1945-46. For many years he was also the 
head of the JU Chair of Slavonic Philology. 

THE BICENTENARY OF SLAVONIC STUDIES AT JU
Another event celebrating the 

anniversary was the ceremony of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the doctorate 
of Prof. Jacek Baluch held during the 
extraordinary session of the Council of 
the JU Faculty of Philology on 22 October. 
Prof. Baluch is an eminent Bohemist, 
translator and editor of Czech literature 
as well as the former ambassador of the 
Republic of Poland in Prague (in the years 
1990-1995). His activities as a diplomat 

and scholar contributed significantly to 
deepening the scientific and cultural co-
operation between Poland and the Czech 
Republic. This event gathered the JU 
governance, including Prof. Jacek Popiel, 
Vice-Rector for Human Resources and 
Financial Management, and Prof. Armen 
Edigarian, Vice-Rector for Educational 
Affairs, as well as representatives of the 
Faculty of Philology, Dean of the Faculty, 
Prof. Elżbieta Górska and Vice-Dean 
Asst. Prof. Władysław Witalisz, Asst. Prof. 
Magdalena Dyras, Head of  the Institute  of 
Slavonic Studies, and Prof. Jerzy Kapuścik 
from the Institute of East Slavonic Studies 
who delivered a laudatory speech. The 
other guests included academics from 
various centres for Slavonic Studies in 
Poland as well as Prof. Baluch’s disciples, 
family and friends. There were also 
diplomats: Ambassador of Bulgaria 
Emil Savov Yalnazov, Honorary Consul 
of Bulgaria Wiesław Nowak, Consul 
General of Slovakia Tomáš Kašaj, Chargés 
d’affaires ad interim Tiha Dabac Golubić 
and Honorary Consul of Croatia Paweł 
Włodarczyk. 

All of the speakers stressed Prof. 
Baluch’s merits for the development 
of Slavonic literary studies and the 
popularisation of Czech literature in 
Poland as well as his enormous passion 
for research and teaching. Furthermore, 
they mentioned his involvement in the 
diplomatic area and his activities in the 
‘Solidarity’ Trade Union for which he 
had been interned under martial law. The 
ceremony ended with a short concert of 

the Balkan Song and Dance 
Ensemble IGLIKA.     

A seminar dedicated to 
Slavonic studies in Poland was 
organised on the same day. 
A large number of scholars 
from Polish and international 
centres discussed the history 
and greatest achievements of 
Slavonic studies at JU over the 
past 200 years. They mentioned 
the most renowned scholars 
conducting research in this field 
and stressed their influence on 
the development of Slavonic 
studies at the University of 
Wrocław. Moreover, contacts 

and relationships with other Slavonic 
departments in Poland were shown.

Let us briefly present the history 
of Slavonic studies at the Jagiellonian 
University. Their beginnings go back to 
1818, when the Chair of Bibliography and 
Slavonic Languages   was established at 
the Faculty of Philosophy and Literature, 
and given to Prof. Jerzy Samuel Bandkie, 
a specialist in bibliography, linguist, 
historian of Polish literature and editor. 
The Chair underwent structural and 
institutional changes several times. In 
1865, the Chair of Comparative Slavonic 
Linguistics was founded and led by 
Henryk Suchecki, the first JU professor of 
Slavonic Philology. From 1888, thanks to 
the next linguist and professor of Slavonic 
languages Lucjan Malinowski, the chair 
became the first Seminar of Slavonic 
Philology in the Polish lands, consisting of 
two sections: linguistics and literature.

After Poland had regained 
independence in 1918, Slavonic Philology 
was separated from Polish Studies. The 
new JU unit was chaired by the linguist 
Kazimierz Nitsch, who in 1925 created the 
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Małgorzata Kajzer,  
Maciej Wacławik 
Institute of Archaeology

From 23 till 27 April 2019, the 
Jagiellonian University and the city 
of Kraków will host an international 

annual conference ‘Computer Applications 
and Quantitative Methods in Archaeology’ 
(CAA), dedicated to digital and statistical 
methods in archaeology. Thanks to the 
decision of the CAA International Society, 
made in 2017 in Atlanta, the 46th edition of 
the event will be organised for the first time 
in Poland. The conference is organised by 
the JU Institute of Archaeology and CAA 
Poland.

CAA is made up of archaeologists, 
mathematicians and IT specialists as 
well as representatives of other fields of 
science whose aim is to develop a common 
language, helpful in co-operation and 
conducting interdisciplinary research. 
Since 1973, scientists from around the 
world have been presenting the results 
of their research and discussing the 
implementation of new methods and tools 
for the analysis of archaeological data. 
Machine learning, computer simulations, 
data visualisation, 3D modelling, 

Geographic Information Systems, social 
networks, non-invasive research and new 
methods of documentation are just some 
of the areas of focus for the CAA members.

All these issues determine the latest 
trends in archaeology. The theme of this 
year’s conference Check Object Integrity 
is a command used in the IT industry 
to control the integrity of data. It aims 
at emphasising the need to reflect on 
the rational and reliable use of all the  
technological innovations that have 
appeared in archaeology in recent decades. 

Are we witnessing a digital revolution 
and if so, is it an opportunity for 
archaeologists? 

Although we are looking for solutions 
that use technological progress, we 
must simultaneously bear in mind the 
overarching goal of archaeology to 
study the past of mankind. The recent 
achievements, possibilities and problems 
will be presented during discussions and 
workshops that will take place at the JU 
Auditorium Maximum. Nine workshops 
(on the first day of the conference) and 46 
simultaneous paper sessions are scheduled. 
They focus on various problems, such as 
advances in spatial statistics, teaching and 
ethics in digital archaeology, issues of scale 

Computer Applications & Quantitative 
Methods in Archaeology

Centre for Slavonic Studies comprising 
five departments (six from 1933): Slavonic 
Linguistics, Eastern Slavonic Languages, 
Ukrainian Literature, Russian Literature, 
Slavonic Ethnography, History of Art of 
Slavonic Nations and Southern Slavonic 
Philology. 

After the end of World War II, the 
Centre had a similar organisational form. 
It underwent significant changes in 1950. 
The departments dedicated to the history 
of the Slavs were moved to the Faculty 
of History, while Russian Philology 
became a separate research and didactic 
unit. Slavonic Studies were part of the 
Institute of Linguistics. Students were 
recruited to three study programmes: 
Bohemian Studies, Bulgarian Philology 

in computational modelling, immersive 
digital media, digital numismatics, 
‘real-time’ archaeological data, virtual 
reality, computational classification, 3D 
publishing and sustainability, artificial 
intelligence, remote sensing, reflectance 
transformation imaging or agent-based 
modelling. 

It is worth noting that over 600 
lecturers, representing diverse fields 
of science and setting new trends in 
contemporary archaeology, have already 
applied for the conference. It is expected 
that at least 400 delegates from around 
the world will attend it. The chairpersons 
of sessions represent different universities 
and institutions working on cultural 
heritage, operating in Canada, Cyprus, 
Germany, Greece, Great Britain, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Scandinavia, Spain 
and the United States. We hope that the 
conference will be a unique opportunity to 
promote the Jagiellonian University and the 
city of Kraków on the international arena.

https://2019.caaconference.org/

and Serbian-Croatian Philology, and 
from 1968 also to Slovak Philology. Thus, 
along with the Bicentenary of Slavonic 
studies, we celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of Slovakian studies at the Jagiellonian 
University.

The Institute of Slavonic Philology was 
created in the early 1970s. Since 1994, it has 
consisted of four departments: Bulgarian 
and Macedonian, Czech and Lusatian, 
Croatian, Serbian and Slovenian. The 
organisational changes have not influenced 
the character of research conducted in the 
Institute. It is chiefly comparative studies in 
linguistics and literature.   

Finally, outlining the history of 
Slavonic Studies at JU (referring to Piotr 
Gierowski’s article 200-lecie krakowskiej 

slawistyki, published in Alma  Mater, 
no. 204–205), we should mention the 
outstanding alumni and scholars: Jan 
Rozwadowski, Jan Niecisław Baudouin 
de Courtenay, Tadeusz Lehr-Spławiński, 
Witold Taszycki, Zdzisław Stieber, Tadeusz 
Milewski, Władysław Kuraszkiewicz, 
Stanisław Rospond or Tadeusz Stanisław 
Grabowski. Their contribution to the 
development of Slavonic studies and 
their popularisation among academic and 
students was invaluable. 

It is to be hoped that Slavonic Studies 
and languages will continue to enjoy 
great popularity and the Jagiellonian 
University will educate next generations 
of Slavists. 
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Justyna Maciąg 
Institute of Public Affairs

Aleksandra Romanowska 
Office for the Vice-Rector of University Development

T oday’s universities around the world are facing numerous 
political, legal, economic, social and technological 
challenges. In Poland, the situation is further complicated 

by the need to adapt the new rules of operation of the Constitution 
for Science (the new Act for Higher Education). The pressure 
to achieve scientific and didactic excellence, while at the same 
time meeting the requirements in terms of accountability, 
transparency, economics, flexibility, effectiveness, efficiency and 
quality of operation is increasing. 

Already in the 1980s and 1990s, it was noted that the 
concepts and models of university management used so far had 
become ineffective and inefficiency. Therefore, on the wave of 
New Public Management, process management concepts from 
manufacturing companies and business world were implemented 
at universities. The Total Quality Management (including quality 
management systems compliant with ISO 9001), business process 
reengineering or process management became increasingly more 
popular. It was assumed that in organisations different in their 
essence, such as universities, they would bring the same successes 
as in business organizations. 

Research conducted in schools shows that the implementation 
of process management concepts brings positive effects in the 
organisational and technical system of universities, however, 
their sustainability is questioned. Often the mechanical, top-
down, enforced manner of their implementation arouses 
resistance and conflicts among university employees. There is 
no deep self-reflection on the essence of the university’s activity, 
its mission, specificity of implemented processes and current 
condition. The organisational culture of the university neither 
supports nor provides opportunities to promote and consolidate 
positive changes. 

LEAN MANAGEMENT AT UNIVERSITIES
Therefore, the dilemma of how to change the model of 

university management, while respecting the principles and 
values that constitute the university, is growing. The conducted 
research clearly indicates that a permanent change in the 
university management model is possible only through a change 
in the organisational culture. And the latter is possible only 
through profound self-reflection on the essence of the university’s 
activities, its mission, the current state of affairs and development 
goals [Lenartowicz 2016]. Considering the above, more and 
more universities all over the world, also in Poland, use a new 
approach referred to as Lean Higher Education (Balzer 2010) or 
Lean University (Emiliani 2015), based on the concept of Lean 
Management.

 So what is Lean Management? Lean Management is a 
humanistic concept of management based on profound self-
reflection on organisational, technical and cultural conditions 
of a university. It is based on two fundamental values that are 
close to the traditional academic ethos: 1) respect for people and  
2) constant striving for perfection. 

In the operational dimension, the implementation of these 
values is manifested through actions aimed at increasing the 
value created for the school’s stakeholders (student, employee, 
scientist, lecturer, etc.) by simultaneously minimizing or 
eliminating all sources of waste. For this purpose, numerous 
techniques and tools for designing, implementing, evaluating 
and improving processes and the university management model 
are used. Dedicated workstations or departments, teams, internal 
networks of change agents and other forms of co-operation for 
the improvement of the university culture are created. One of the 
conditions for the success of change are specialized trainings for 
employees and their involvement in improvement projects. 

A change in organisational culture takes place through a 
change in the work culture of each employee, also at the university. 
This requires the full involvement of university management at all 
levels of management and the provision of resources (material, 
information, human and financial) for the implementation of 
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the cultural change programme and the university management 
model. 

The first discussions on the use of Lean Management in the 
improvement of university management were initiated in 1995 
while debating on leadership in higher education. Currently, 
more than several hundred universities around the world declare 
that they use Lean Management to improve their management 
models and systems. They co-operate within the international 
LeanHE Hub network, one of its members being the Faculty 
of Management and Social Communication of the Jagiellonian 
University since 2017. It should be added that Dr Justyna Maciąg 
from the Institute of Public Affairs, Faculty of Management and 
Social Communication, is a member of the Steering Committee 
and has been developing this network in Poland by regularly 
organising seminars on Lean Higher Education.

 A series of trainings dedicated to Jagiellonian University 
employees under the ‘Process Management’ programme has 
been launched, the aim of which is to acquire modern knowledge 
and skills in the field of Lean Management, including project 
management, process management, team management and 
many others. 

Another important aspect of shaping a modern model of 
university management is the creation of co-operation networks 
and communities of practitioners, which constitute a platform for 
the exchange of knowledge and experience between universities. 
An example of this platform is nationwide seminars on Lean 
Higher Education, organised by Dr Justyna Maciąg in the JU 
Institute of Public Affairs every six months. 

The 5th Lean Higher Education seminar for Polish 
universities was held at the JU Faculty of Management and 
Social Management on 20 February 2019. It gathered fifty-seven 
people representing 14 universities from all over Poland. The 
main theme of the seminar was ‘Towards a culture of continuous 
improvement – how to implement the process approach and 
Lean Management and maintain changes in higher education.’  

The moderators and speakers from BOC Poland, the Medical 
University of Łódź, Gdańsk University of Technology and 
Wrocław University of Technology as well as the Jagiellonian 
University shared their experiences related to the organisational, 
technical and cultural dimensions of implementing the process 
approach and Lean Management. The participants concluded 
that the main problem at Polish universities was the lack of 
understanding of the need for change, inadequate change 
management, the lack of support from university management 
and that it is a time-consuming process. 

Research conducted at universities shows that Lean 
Management, bearing in mind the essence of this concept and 
the way of implementing changes based on self-reflection, 
can be successfully used in higher education institutions. The 
main benefits include: changing the attitudes of employees, 
creating and working in interdisciplinary and interdisciplinary 
teams, better communication and co-operation, respect, 
mutual understanding, looking at the process through the eyes 
of the client (student, employee, doctoral student, lecturer) 
and increasingly more effective use of university resources by 
eliminating waste, freeing students and administration from 

unnecessary bureaucracy through ‘slimming down the processes 
and procedures,’ increasing the transparency of action, ordering 
documentation and effective management. Then the university 
becomes a friendlier place to work, study, teach and conduct 
scientific activities. 

It is worth stressing that the changes introduced are 
evolutionary and not revolutionary in nature. The authors of the 
changes are the employees themselves, so they are more willing 
to become involved and are motivated to maintain and further 
improve them. Lean Management is an effective and economic 
method of change. 

The research conducted by Dr Maciąg at Polish and 
foreign universities within the framework of the project ‘Lean 
Management Culture Maturity Conditions in Schools’ financed 
by the NCN MINIATURA grant shows that Lean Management 
is a concept helping universities make changes not only in their 
organisational and technical spheres, but most importantly, in 
their organisational culture.

J. Maciąg presenting the project

M. Bugdol welcoming the participants
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UNIVERSITY  NEWS

Julianna Karaszkiewicz-Kobierzyńska 
Centre for the Co-ordination of Foreign Law Schools

The Centre for the Co-ordination of Foreign Law Schools 
at the Faculty of Law and Administration added to its 
offer of foreign law schools a new one: School of Spanish 

Law. It was called into being as a joint initiative of our university 
and two Spanish universities: the University of Granada and 
the University of Alicante. The first edition of the Spanish Law 
School in the 2018/19 academic year drew 48 students.  

The new school follows the scheme of the other law schools 
that has been well developed and proven effective: during the first 
semester students attend an intensive course of Legal Spanish, 
while during the second semester they are required to attend six 
ten-hour courses on the following topics taught in Spanish:
- Philosophy of Law
- Civil Law
- Business Law (including Intellectual Property Law)
- Constitutional Law
- Public Law
- Penal Law.

These courses of Spanish law are conducted by renowned 
professors from the University of Granada and the University of 
Alicante. It should be added that our Spanish Law School has 
co-operated with the Cervantes Institute, branch in Kraków 
(Instituto Cervantes de Cracovia) as well as the Embassy of Spain 
in Warsaw.

The first Spanish Law School at JU

Julianna Karaszkiewicz-Kobierzyńska 
Centre for the Co-ordination of Foreign Law Schools

T he JU Faculty of Law and Administration has launched its 
first Master’s programme in English ‘Master in Intellectual 
Property and New Technologies’ The partners of the 

programme are the World Intellectual Property Organization – 
WIPO and the Patent Office of the Republic of Poland.

This programme offers an extensive learning scheme for 
the currently emerging interfaces between intellectual property 
law and new technologies as well as other legal issues related 
to new technologies. Particular courses will adopt comparative 
approach towards IP regulations, with EU law serving as the 
prevailing legal regime for Europe. By taking this approach the 
programme attracts undergraduate and graduate students as well 
as professionals from the public and private sectors who wish to 
acquire highly profiled skills in the field.

Moreover, the IP programme takes advantage of new 
technologies. Its first, non-residential semester is offered on-line, 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY  
and New Technologies  

a new Master’s programme

The University of Granada is well known for its great 
results in internalisation. It receives more incoming Erasmus+ 
students (over 1,900) than any other European higher education 
institution. It also sends more Erasmus+ students abroad (over 
1,800) than any other European university. Its Faculty of Law is 
also internationalised to a considerable extent – it has got three 
double degree programmes (one with the USA and two with 
Italy). It is worth knowing that the Jagiellonian University and the 
University of Granada have collaborated within the COIMBRA 
GROUP for a long time. JU exchanges staff and students within 14 
Erasmus+ agreements in the fields: Spanish studies, psychology, 
applied psychology, European studies, ethnology and cultural 
anthropology, geology, political studies, sociology, pedagogy, law, 
physiotherapy, pharmacy and public health.  

In turn, Alicante can boast of the European Union 
Intellectual Property Office as its headquarters are located in 
this city. Therefore, the Faculty of Law of the University of 
Alicante provides the most famous specialists in this domain. 
JU exchanges staff and students with the University of Alicante 
within eight Erasmus+ agreements in: law, management, 
tourism, pedagogy, sociology, archaeology, chemistry and 
Oriental studies.

Finally, the Centre for the Co-ordination of Foreign Law 
Schools embraces eight schools of foreign law, with a total of 
more than 200 students pursuing legal and language courses in 
the 2018/19 academic year.
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EXPOESTUDIANTE in MEXICO
Carlos Panek Soares de Araujo 
International Relations Office

O n 9-10 March 2019, the student-oriented fair 
ExpoEstudiante was held in Polanco, the upscale 
neighbourhood of Mexico City. The annual fair gives 

the opportunity for those who are studying in Mexico to get to 
know the offer and possibilities of studying (undergraduate and 
graduate programmes) at foreign universities.

The Polish stand was organised by the National Agency for 
Academic Exchange (NAWA), part of the Ministry of Science and 
Higher Education of Poland, which invited Polish universities to 
participate in the fair and present their offers. The Jagiellonian 
University used this opportunity to take part in ExpoEstudiante.

On the first day of the fair, the Polish stand was opened by the 
Ambassador of Poland to Mexico, Mr Maciej Ziętara. Then I gave 
a presentation of the Jagiellonian University. It was divided into 
two parts, the first one consisted of general information about the 
university, while the other focused on the JU Medical College, 
which has been ranked best in Poland for the last couple of years.

Those who approached the JU stand were mostly interested 
in its programmes of computer science, pharmacy, medicine as 
well as international relations and political sciences.

After the two-day fair, NAWA organised several meetings 
in an intensive networking with higher education and research 
institutions, so the representatives of the Polish universities 
could broaden their contacts with Mexican institutions: UNAM 
(National Autonomous University of Mexico), the biggest 
university in Mexico with more than 300 thousand students and 
one of the highest ranked universities in Latin America, ANUIES 
(National Association of Universities and Higher Education 
Institutions), a non-governmental organisation that consists of N
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A

through a state-of-the-art e-learning platform. The remaining 
two residential semesters, held in Kraków, combine traditional 
lectures and seminars with e-learning.

The first edition of the IP programme has drawn 20 students 
from all over the world, including the following countries: 
Malesia, Indonesia, Ukraine, Estonia, Belarus and Georgia. 
Apart from taking part in the courses and taking examinations, 
students will have the opportunity to practice their knowledge 
by doing internships in renowned law firms located in Kraków 
and Warsaw: KKG, Maruta & Wachta and Linklaters. The best 
students will receive scholarships from WIPO and the law 
companies.

‘Master in Intellectual Property and New Technologies’ is a 
great opportunity for our faculty to attract students from all over 
the world and become more visible and competitive among law 
faculties at European universities.

The opening of the programme took place on 27 February 2019. 
The participants of the programme were warmly greeted by Prof. 

Jerzy Pisuliński, Dean of the Faculty of Law and Administration, 
and Prof. Bartosz Brożek, Vice-Dean of International Relations. 
Mr Giovanni Neapolitano, Deputy Director, Department for 
Transition and Developed Countries, and Dr Alicja Adamczak, 
President of the Patent Office of Republic of Poland, as well as 
representatives of our partners were also present. The gathered 
students and guests listened to Prof. Fryderyk Zoll’s lecture 
entitled ‘Private Law in the Time of Technological Revolution.’

Students and guests at the opening ceremony
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– teaching at UNAM

public and private Mexican higher education institutions, and 
CINVESTAV (Center for Research and Advanced Studies of the 
National Polytechnic Institute), a non-governmental research 
institution.

Those meetings allowed Polish and Mexican institutions 
to be acquainted with their educational offers. We focused on 
the possibility of staff exchange and co-operation within a wide 
scope of research. The delegations of Polish higher education 
institutions were satisfied with the results of their talks, hoping 
to establish fruitful relationships in the future.

The next day was more of an informal character. To a gala 
dinner, NAWA invited representatives of the Polish diplomatic 
mission in Mexico, the Polish scholars affiliated to Mexican 
universities as well as Mexican students who had already been 
to Poland or were interested in pursuing graduate programmes 
in Poland.

Since JU had already signed co-operation agreements with 
two Mexican universities: National Autonomous University 
of Mexico and El Colegio de Mexico, I was able to organise 
meetings with representatives of both universities.

The visit to UNAM started with my presentation for 
students of the Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, followed 
by a meeting with the Vice-Provost for International Affairs Dr 
Francisco José Trigo Tavera. During the meeting, we discussed 
further co-operation between our universities. Among other 
things we concluded that JU students could apply for exchange 
programmes conducted in English and not only in Spanish as it 
had been agreed previously. 

After having visited UNAM, I went to the Polish Embassy, 
where we discussed efforts aiming at promoting the oldest 
Polish university’s educational and research possibilities.

At El Colegio de Mexico, a public higher-education 
institution focused on research in the humanities and social 
sciences, I had a meeting with Ms Luisa Alejandra Gonzales 
Barajas, Head of Academic Exchange. Afterwards I gave 
my presentation about the Jagiellonian University and its 
educational offer to students.

To sum it up, my one week stay in Mexico was a unique 
opportunity to strengthen the already existing ties with Mexican 
universities as well as to open new paths of co-operation with 
Mexican institutions of higher education.

Annamaria Orla-Bukowska 
Institute of Sociology

Coming from Kraków with a population under one million, 
and from the Jagiellonian University with under 40,000 
students (in all programmes), one can be overwhelmed 

when arriving in Ciudad de México (CDMX, Mexico City) 
with approximately 20 million people and at the Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM, National Autonomous 
University of Mexico), which boasts about 400,000 students 
across its campuses and 250,000 in CDMX alone. Nevertheless, 
the warmth, the openness and the hospitality of the people of 
the city and the university quickly assuage any concerns from the 
very first meetings. The red carpet is pulled out for any and all 
guests. Unmistakably, it gives Mexicans much pleasure to show 
off their city and their country; nearly everyone is eager to guide 
the visitor through everything that Mexico has to offer.
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A Catrina Tableau
Although referencing the Mexican Day of the Dead, La Catrina 
originated at the beginning of the 20th century, was popularised 
through a Diego Rivera mural, and today is a widely recognised 
art form. The Museum of Popular Culture in the old city centre 
devotes one floor to these tableaus. 
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The culture is not, by any stretch of the imagination, a 
homogenous one. In quite a natural manner, the capital city of 
Mexico reflects impressively the broad heterogeneity of cultures. 
A stroll through any of the many open-air markets, in any of the 
neighborhoods, is to walk through a bricolage. Moreover, nearly 
everyone is capable of identifying what comes from exactly 
where: locals do take pride in being a pluricultural nation. One 
colleague from UNAM used the word ‘baroque’ to indicate not 
only the period of time most represented in the architecture 
and interior design (and something with which a Cracovian is 
familiar), but also with reference to a bold abundance of styles 
(including Art Nouveau which a Cracovian will also enjoy). 
In addition to the expected presence of the Aztec and Spanish 
cultures, 60 indigenous tribes and about a dozen strongly 
emphasised regions are represented (to various degrees) in the 
cuisine and clothing, art and architecture, languages or dialects, 
and, above all, the handicrafts and other cultural products 
(including, of course, tequila and mescal). A good place to begin 
learning formally are the Museo de Arte Popular (Museum of 
Popular Art) in the city centre, and the Museo Nacional de las 
Culturas Populares (National Museum of Popular Cultures) in 
the popular Coyoacan neighborhood closer to the university. A 
good place to begin learning informally are the small restaurants, 
especially those in the marketplaces; more recommended are the 
fruits and mole sauces, while less recommended are the worms 
and fried grasshoppers.

The people of Ciudad de México are resilient. For a Pole, it 
may be shocking to live at the same altitude as Rysy and with 
smog that is worse than Kraków’s (Mexico City is encircled by 
mountains). Further, this is, on the one hand, a seismic region 
and evidence of major earthquakes – especially in 1985, but more 

recently in 2017 – is visible. On the other hand, disregarding the 
parts of the city which are sinking (the Aztecs began with a filled-
in lakebed), other districts are built on quite solid volcanic rock. 
This is, in fact, the case with UNAM. The university was founded 
in 1551, but 400 years later, it erected a completely new campus 
southwest of the city centre. Ciudad Universitaria (University 
City) is a campus so vast that two metro stops and twelve 
internal bus routes service it. More significantly, this complex is 
constructed not only on, but also of volcanic rock – a building 

The Teotihuacán Pyramids
Approximately 100 CE, the Aztecs erected  
a complex of structures which includes the very 
steep Pyramid of the  Sun (pictured here)  
and Pyramid of the Moon. About an hour’s drive 
northeast of Mexico City, this attraction draws 
both tourists and local inhabitants.
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material utilised in a number of walls, facades and even mosaics 
(including one by Diego Rivera).

In fact, it is Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
that inspired this article: in February of this year matching 
ceremonies were held at UNAM and JU to inaugurate a bilateral 
exchange agreement between our two esteemed institutions of 
higher education. The exchange is for scholars as well as students 
of both universities, but it was this author’s pleasure to be the 
first Jagiellonian lecturer 
at UNAM. The school in 
Mexico City is organised 
much like the Jagiellonian: 
institutes operate quite 
independently and so it was 
the Institute for Historical 
Research that took me in to 
teach an intensive course (six 
class meetings, three hours 
each) on the Holocaust and 
Its Cultural Meanings. The 
participants were a unique 
mix of other professors, 
members of the local Jewish 
community (nearly all of 
Polish Jewish descent), 
and graduate students in 
history. Needless to say, the 
combination was inspiring 
for both the listeners as well 
as the lecturer. After class 
meetings or meals were often 
an enjoyable consequence.

Naturally, not everything 
about the city is rosy. Visitors 
need to be wary as the level of 
crime is higher than in many 
countries. Among the means 

of public transportation, the metro is more reliable and safer – 
especially for women for whom the first wagon is exclusively 
reserved. Driving oneself is not an option recommended for 
most; one university colleague very aptly described the traffic as 
chaos and any “rules of the road” are not evident. Additionally, 
whereas Diego Rivera’s murals appear repeatedly around the city, 
there is an almost repulsive excess of Frida Kahlo kitsch (more 
than her artwork).

Most habitually, a visitor notices difference and novelty, 
but there are a few things that will put the visitor from the 
Jagiellonian University at ease. Foremost is the aforementioned 
hospitality which is also a norm in our own culture. Yet, perhaps 
surprisingly, it will be the numerous representations of Pope 
John Paul II who is warmly loved by the Mexicans. Oddly, it 
was a professed atheist who took pride in telling me that John 
Paul II had visited Mexico even before visiting Poland in 1979. 
Paintings as well as statues of the Polish saint are found not only 
in the chapels and churches of the complex at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe (a village now incorporated into Mexico City 
itself), but also in the basilicas of Mexico City’s historic centre. 
At Guadalupe, something else seemed especially familiar: Sister 
Faustyna’s image of Divine Mercy was also displayed in each 
church there. Intriguingly, the caption Jesús, en Ti confío under 
one of the paintings bore its original Polish version: Jezu, ufam 
Tobie. All things considered, anyone from Poland will, of course, 
first notice the different climate, foodstuffs, geography, language, 
and architecture, but then there will be a sense of being at home 
in this place and among these people.

The Coyotes of the Coyoacan 
What used to be a separate village is now a vibrant part of Mexico 
City. The coyote fountain is in the largest park of what is most famous 
for being Frida Kahlo’s neighborhood.

Pope John Paul II inside one  
of the Guadalupe churches

There are several chapels and churches at the 
shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and each one 
has a representation of John Paul II and an image 
of Sister Faustyna’s vision of the Divine Mercy of 
Jesus. On one of the paintings, the caption was 
given in the original Polish – Jezu, ufam Tobie.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Much like the Black Madonna of Często-
chowa, this Madonna representation of the Virgin 
Mary  is  also associated with more than  one 
miracle.  Because the  original basilica has been 
damaged  by earthquakes and  is also  too small to 
contain those who come in prayer and adoration, a 
contemporary basilica was constructed in the mid-
1970s to house the icon.
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Carlos Panek Soares de Araujo 
International Relations Office

At the beginning of 2019, the Jagiellonian University signed 
scientific co-operation agreements with two prestigious 
universities in South America. Both agreements include 

student exchange and short-term staff exchange and will be valid 
for five years.

The first agreement has been signed with the National 
University of La Plata (Spanish: Universidad Nacional de La 
Plata, UNLP), a prominent Argentinian institution situated in 
the city of La Plata, the capital of the Province of Buenos Aires. 
The university was founded in 1897, and since then it has been an 
important educational centre for the Argentinian society. It is the 
biggest university in La Plata, with over 90,000 regular students, 
10,000 teaching staff, 17 departments and 106 available degrees.

The other agreement concerns the University of de São Paulo, 
the biggest university in Brazil. Universidade de São Paulo (USP), 

New agreements with South American universities

founded in 1934, is regarded as one of the major institutions of 
higher learning and research in Latin America and consistently 
ranked among the top five universities in the Latin world. USP 
is responsible for more than 20% of the scientific documents 
in Brazil. It has educated a large part of Brazilian Masters and 
PhD’s. The alumni of the university include 12 Brazil’s presidents, 
members of the Supreme Court and other important personalities 
in the history of Brazil. Currently, it has over 90,000 students and 
over 20,000 employees. 

We hope that our students and scholars will profit from their 
academic offers. We also hope to be hosting visitors from both 
universities in the following years.

Additionally, JU has signed a staff exchange agreement with 
the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru (PUCP). The student 
exchange agreement with PUCP was signed in 2016.

Currently, the Jagiellonian University co-operates with 14 
South American universities in six countries.

Country University Agreement signed in

Argentina National University of Santiago del Estero 2015
Argentina National University of San Martín 2017
Argentina National University of La Plata 2019
Brazil Federal University of Paraná 2018
Brazil Federal University of Santa Catarina 2018
Brazil University of São Paulo 2019
Chile Pontifical Catholic University of Chile 2004
Chile University of Concepción 2017
Colombia National University of Colombia 2018
Ecuador National University of Chimborazo 2018
Ecuador Pontifical Catholic University of Quito 2002
Ecuador University of San Francisco, Quito 2004
Peru National University of San Marcos 2002
Peru Pontifical Catholic University of Peru 2016

List of universities in South America with which JU has signed bilateral agreements

National University of La Plata
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operation in higher education, research and innovation between 
Poland and France and chaired by Prof. Lucyna Woźniak, EC 
High Level Group on Maximising Impact of EU Research and 
Innovation Programmes Member, Vice-Rector of the Medical 
University of Łódź. Presentations were given by Mr Łukasz 
Wojdyga, Director of the Polish National Agency for Academic 
Exchange, and Clarisse Zerbib, Director of the European Affairs, 
Campus France. During the second part of the session the 
panellists were Thierry Damerval, Chairman and Managing 
Director of the French National Research Agency, Prof. Zbigniew 
Błocki, Director of the National Science Centre, and Izabela 
Żmudka, Deputy Head of the National Centre for Research and 
Development.  

The next plenary session focused on the European Universities 
in the environment of EHEA. Two projects submitted in the pilot 
call for proposals on European Universities were presented by 
Prof. Jean Chambaz, President of the Sorbonne, and Prof. Marcin 
Pałys, Rector of the University of Warsaw, as well as Prof. Georges 
Haddad, Rector of Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne University, and 
Prof. Stanisław Kistryn, Vice-Rector for Research and Structural 
Funds of the Jagiellonian University. The latter spoke about 
the UNA Europa Alliance. In the afternoon there were parallel 
workshops on European ecosystems, its needs as well as European 
expectations, The role of universities in defending European Values 

FRANCO-POLISH  
YEAR OF SCIENCE 2019

Ministers of science and higher education in Poland and France – 
Jarosław Gowin and Frédérique Vidal, signed a joint declaration on 
the organisation of the Franco-Polish Year of Science in 2019.

Maria Kantor 
International Relations Office

This event aims at deepening and enriching scientific 
co-operation between Poland and France, in particular 
between Polish and French higher education institutions 

and research institutions. The Franco-Polish Year of Science 
was inaugurated in Paris on 18 March 2019, on the occasion 
of the First Polish-French Forum of Rectors and Presidents of 
Universities, and will end in Poland in December 2019. It will 
include numerous events in areas that are regarded as strategic: 
European research programmes, exchange of experience 
and knowledge, scientific and technological collaboration 
with industry, mobility of French and Polish researchers and 
academics. Hopefully, the Franco-Polish Year of Science will 
reflect the diversity and richness of French and Polish science 
and research, higher education and innovation as well as 
collaboration between Poland and France.

The First Franco-Polish Forum of Rectors and Presidents of 
Universities was held at the Sorbonne. The opening addresses 
were given by Prof. Patrick Lévy, Chair, CPU European 
Committee, Rector of Grenoble-Alpes University, and Prof. 
Jan Szmidt (CRASP President, Rector of Warsaw University 
of Technology). The first plenary session was dedicated to co-
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Forum of Rectors and Presidents of Universities
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and PhD Studies in France and Poland. The forum ended with 
a plenary session during which conclusions of the parallel 
workshops were presented.

The Franco-Polish Year of Science is an occasion for the 
Jagiellonian University to deepen collaboration with universities 
and research institutions in France. Currently, JU co-operates 
with 12 French universities within bilateral agreements and 
with 42 universities within the Erasmus+ Programme. There 
is also student mobility within the Campus France scholarship 
programme. In the 2018/19 academic year, there are 130 
incoming French students at our university, while 68 JU 
students pursue various study programmes in France. French 
institutions were one of the main destinations of JU staff in 
2018 – there were 452 visits to France. 

Within universities’ networks the Jagiellonian University co-
operates with the University of Montpellier and the University of 
Poitiers (COIMBRA GROUP), with the University of Lille and 
the University of Strasbourg (UTRECHT NETWORK),  with the 
University Paris Diderot (The GUILD of European Research-
Intensive Universities) and the University Panthéon-Sorbonne 
within the newly established  UNA Europa Alliance. Associated 
universities organise joint conferences, training, summer schools 
as well as staff and student exchange. 

Moreover, JU has conducted numerous research projects 
with French institutions and worked out joint applications for 
European Union grants. Intensive collaboration with French 
universities has been conducted at university and faculty level. 
For instance, at the JU Faculty of Law and Administration, the 
School of French Law and Master en Droit Privé were initiated 
in 2000 by Prof. Michel Pertué from the University of Orleans 
and Prof. Krzysztof Wojtyczek from JU. The aim of the School 
is to provide students with the knowledge of French legal 
language and basic information about the system under French 
law. The School consists of two types of courses: Legal French 
and courses in law: Introduction to French Law and French 
Political Institutions, Private Law, Administration Law and 
Business Law Master en Droit Privé. The Master’s programme 
aims at deepening the knowledge of French and international 
private law. Upon completion the programme students receive 
the French equivalent of a Master’s degree. In addition to 
its educational activities, the School organises lectures and 
conferences by visiting French-speaking lawyers. It also prepares 
scientific publications. Furthermore, the School organises a cycle 
of conferences ‘Polish-French Legal Days’ every two years at the 
Jagiellonian University. 

The Faculty of Chemistry pursues a MSc programme 
‘Biological Chemistry’ leading to double degree diplomas with 
the University of Orleans and a MSc ‘Advanced Spectroscopy 
in Chemistry’  – double degree with a consortium of seven 
universities (Bergen, Bologna, Helsinki, Kraków, Leipzig, Lille, 
Madrid) within the Erasmus Mundus Programme.

The Faculty of Polish Studies conducts numerous research 
programmes with the University of Grenoble Alpes and 
Grenoble Sciences Po, while since 1986 the Faculty of Pharmacy 
has collaborated with the University of Montpellier in the 
postgraduate programme in oenology (JU and the University of 
Montpellier have their own vineyards). 

From an ex-native-speaker 
SAINT PETERSBURG AT LAST
Ramon Shindler 
Institute of English Philology

My first visit to Russia is in 1972. I spend 
Christmas week seeing the sights and staying in the 
Intourist Hotel in Moscow. The metro is impressive 
with its chandeliers and a train every minute on the 
minute. As a guest from the West I am allowed into 
Lenin’s Mausoleum without queueing to see the man 
himself. The line goes all the way round the Kremlin 
and people wait hours for a glimpse.

Christmas is not celebrated officially in the 
Soviet Union and years later I recall seeing in a 
Soviet English language textbook the politically 
correct version of the carol ‘We Wish you a Merry 
Christmas.’ It goes like this: ‘We wish you a Happy 
New Year, we wish you a Happy New Year, we wish 
you a Happy New Year ….. and a Happy New Year.’

I make a mental note to return and learn Russian. 
Eleven years later I do just that, teaching in the 
Soviet Union for a year.

Apart from a couple of short visits to Kaliningrad, 
there is no other contact with Russia until March 
2019 and the opportunity to spend a week there 
as part of an exchange programme between the 
University of Saint Petersburg and the Jagiellonian 
University. I jump at it. I have always wanted to go 
there, starting when it was still Leningrad, gorod 
geroi, hero city.

Although spring is in the air when I leave Kraków, 
in St. Petersburg it is minus 15 and snowing quite 
heavily. The River Neva is frozen and probably has 
been for several months. People are crossing it 

With students of English at the University of Saint Petersburg
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on foot. I decide to do the same. As it turns out 
the following day would have been too late. The 
temperature rises quite dramatically and a thaw sets 
in. The city is a mass of huge puddles, and the Neva 
is a flowing river once more.

The languages department is situated in a pretty 
green and white 18th century building on the banks of 
the Neva, just across the river from the Hermitage. I 
have five classes with students and teachers. We look 
at the following areas of language learning: creative 
reading, listening for language, limericks and rhyme, 
word play in children’s jokes, and teaching English to 
the very young. The level of English is very high and 
the students are sharp, responsive and imaginative. 
And the view from the window is spectacular. Five 
classes is nowhere near enough.  

Part of what is now the university used to house 
the various ministries under Peter the Great. A 
corridor linked all of them. It is 400 metres long. 
From one end you cannot see the other. Perfect for 
jogging on those bitterly cold winter days.

Ludmila takes me around the Hermitage. She is 
a mine of information. I always joke that I used to 
be a native speaker of English. I’ve been away a long 
time. Ludmila, an interpreter, is post-native. Not a 
lot of people possess her knowledge of English. I was 
hoping she might do the commentary in Russian. Her 
English is so good there is little point. We see only a 
fraction of the exhibits.

My cousin texts me and tells me to give his regards 
to Nevsky Prospect, St. Petersburg’s Oxford Street, 
Fifth Avenue, Khreshchatyk. He was last there in 
1982. I pass on his best wishes. I tell him that apart 
from the expensive cars, the well-dressed people, 
the shops, restaurants and cafes, plus all the colour 
and the advertising, very little has changed. A penny 
for Lenin’s thoughts.

Zenit, the local football team, are playing a game 
in the Europa League against Villareal from Spain. I 
manage to get a ticket. I dress warmly, having brought 
thermal underwear for just such an eventuality. I 
needn’t have bothered. The stadium, the Gazprom 
Arena, similar to Spodek in Katowice, was built for 
the World Cup. Illuminated in blue neon it looks as if 
it has just landed from outer space. The stadium is 
covered and heated. I’m definitely overdressed for 
the occasion.

The Gazprom stadium getting ready for take-off

Keep going straight and you’ll get there eventually. The never-ending corridor

With students of English at the University of Saint Petersburg
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The day before I leave is 8 March - International 
Women’s Day. A socialist holiday, first celebrated in 
America, and then adopted by the Soviet Union and 
other countries. Capitalism loves this national holiday 
for other reasons. In Russia some flower shops are 
open 24 hours. I think there is an argument for 
saying that every day should be women’s day.

There are several railway stations in Saint Pe-
tersburg, among them the Finland Station; the Baltic 
Station; the Moscow Station, and Vitebsky Vokzal, 
the Vitebsk Station. I understand the importance of 
the first three but not the fourth.  It had never 
dawned on me that this town, in what is now Belar-
us, was of such significance.  I take a stroll down to 
Vitebsky Vokzal.  It was the first one to be built 
in the city. It was also the first to be built in the 
whole of the Russian Empire. Marc Chagall was from 
Vitebsk. So was my grandfather. They were about 
the same age. In my imagination they went to the 
same school and sat next to each other.

On my return to Kraków I get a message 
from Natalia, one of the teachers in the English 
Department, saying how much the students and 
teachers enjoyed the classes, and that they hope to 
see me in St. Petersburg again.  I make a mental note 
to return. 

Vitebsky Vokzal - the Vitebsk Station

Adriana Hołub-Palonka 
International Relations Office

T he Asia-Pacific Association for International Education – 
APAIE annual conference focuses on current international 
education practices and trends of the Asia-Pacific region. 

This year the APAIE’s programme of workshops and parallel 
sessions were held on 25-29 March and dedicated to the theme of 
Diversity and Inclusivity of Higher Education in the Asia Pacific.

The exhibitors included universities and other institutions 
from 35 countries. The venue of the conference and exhibition 
was the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. Overlooking the 
iconic PETRONAS Twin Towers and Kuala Lumpur City Centre 
Park, the centre is a technologically-advanced, purpose-built 
convention and exhibition facility strategically located in the 
heart of Kuala Lumpur. It is comprised of two auditoria: Plenary 
Hall and Plenary Theatre, Grand Ballroom, conference halls, 
large exhibition space, meeting rooms and venues for short time 
bookings. 

Petronas Twin Towers
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INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS

The Jagiellonian University was represented by Prof. 
Adam Jelonek, Rector’s Proxy for Internationalisation, and the 
undersigned, IRO’s liaison officer responsible for collaboration 
with Asian universities, and was part of the Polish booth 
organised by the Polish National Agency for Academic 
Exchange. The Polish booth was designed in accordance with the 
Polish governmental campaign Ready, Study, Go! Poland. We 
were glad to see that our booth enjoyed great popularity with the 
other exhibitors and visitors. 

Besides the Jagiellonian University, the Polish booth 
included representatives from the following academic centres: 
the University of Science and Technology in Kraków, the Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Poznań, the Graduate School for Social 
Research at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences (IPS PAS), the Maria Curie-Skłodowska 
University in Lublin, the Medical University of Gdańsk, the 
SGH Warsaw School of Economics, the University of Wrocław, 
Wrocław University of Science and Technology, the University of 
Bielsko Biała and the Vincent Pol University in Lublin.

On the first day of the conference our booth was officially 
opened by Poland’s Ambassador to Malesia Prof. Krzysztof Dębnicki 

and Mr Łukasz Wojdyga, Director of the Polish National Agency 
for Academic Exchange. After a short ceremony, the Ambassador 
invited all the Polish representatives to a banquet.  

During the conference we had the occasion to meet representatives 
from over 20 foreign universities, both those with which JU has co-
operated for a long time and with its new partners. Meetings with 
the latter focused on the details of the newly established agreements, 
especially the staff and student exchange. Our talks with colleagues 
from the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Korea University, the 
National Chengchi University and Nagoya University of Foreign 
Studies concerned new forms of collaboration within the Erasmus+ 
Programme, double-degree programmes and other academic 
activities.  

We were glad to meet JU potential partners, for example the 
University of Sains Malaysia, Sungkyunkwan University, South 
Korea and Thammasat University, Thailand, which are the most 
prestigious universities in this region.

APAIE 2019 was also the time of signing three co-operation 
agreements between JU with the University of Malaya, Malesia, 
Chulalongkorn University, Thailand, and Soka University, Japan, as 
well as one Memorandum of Understanding with the University of 

Petronas Twin Towers
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Y. Zulina Zubairi and A. Jelonek signing the agreement

C. Ching Fen Tsai, A. Jelonek, A. Hołub-Palonka Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre A. Hołub-Palonka, A. Jelonek, T. Ferakanita

Merdeka Square, Sultan Abdul Samad Building
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STUDENT EXCHANGE  
with SAINT PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY

Indonesia. All of these agreements 
had been negotiated earlier with 
representatives of these institutions. 
It was Prof. Jelonek, representing 
the JU Rector, who signed the 
agreements of behalf of the 
Jagiellonian University, Prof. Young 
Zulina Zubairi, Associate Vice-
Chancellor, University of Malaya; 
President Yoshihisa Baba, Soka 
University, President Bundhit Eua-
arporn, Chulalongkorn University, 
Rector Muhammad Anis, University 
of Indonesia.

  Our delegation participated in 
seminars on internationalisation: 
Mobility and Diversity: Developing 
Global Citizens, Transnational 
Higher Education and 21st Century 
Education.

On 29 March, the Polish 
representatives and Ambassador Dębnicki paid a visit to the 
University of Malaya. We were hosted by Prof. Kamila Ghazali, 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor, and Salmi Marsita Shaari, Head of the 

International Student Centre, the other participants of the meeting 
being academics from different faculties of the University of Malaya. 
We discussed details of co-operation between our universities that 
would begin in the next academic year. 

After the meetings that ended late afternoon, I had time for 
sightseeing. So I visited the most important monuments and other 
interesting places in the city that combines various cultures and 
nationalities. The district of Little India neighbours with equally 
noisy streets and monuments of China Town, and in its vicinity there 
is the Sultan Abdul Samad Jamek Mosque. I was extremely impressed 
by the skyscrapers contrasting with the 19th century buildings and 
ordinary blocks of flats. In order to take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of the city, I visited one of the largest Bird Parks in the world. 
On its ca. 60 ha area you can forget that you stay in the centre of a 1.5 
million city and admire the wonders of the world of nature. I must 
add that the local people were very friendly and helpful in showing 
me the way. I also met several students wearing their graduation 
gowns. No wonder, Kuala Lumpur is a university city. 

Summing up, our participation is the APAIE conference and 
exhibition led to strengthening the JU ties with partner universities 
and establishing relationships with prestigious Asian universities. 
Recently JU has undertaken numerous activities to be visible on the 
Asian educational market. 
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STUDENT EXCHANGE  
with SAINT PETERSBURG UNIVERSITY

Sandra Brochocka, Yuliia Yevtushenko 
Chair for Translation and Intercultural Communication

W e decided to apply for student exchange to Saint 
Petersburg in the 2018/2019 winter semester and 
so we became students of Saint Petersburg State 

University, one of the oldest and most prestigious universities in 
Russia, founded in 1724 by Tsar Peter the Great. The Faculty of 
Philology, where we studied, is located in the former palace of 
Tsar Peter II. 

Our expectations about the courses we had chosen were 
fulfilled. Their content and quality of teaching were excellent. 
We were able to master the Russian language as well as to get 
to know Russian culture and traditions. We attended classes 
dedicated to written and oral translation from English into 
Russian. Our favourite class was oral translation conducted by 
Asst. Prof. Natalia Olegovna Magnes, a professional translator, 
whose passion for her job was admirable. She motivated us to 
work hard as to achieve the advantages you need in acquiring 
your dream job in the future. We also chose the CAT (computer-
assisted translation tool) course and the extremely interesting 
lecture ‘Comparative linguistics and cultural studies’ delivered 
by Prof. Larisa Petrovna Tarnaieva, thanks to which we could 
focus on differences in grammar, lexis, phraseology and culture 
of Great Britain and the Slavic countries. 

Naturally, our stay in Saint Petersburg was not limited to 
studying. We visited the city, called Venice of the North, and 
the vicinity. Saint Petersburg combines baroque and classicist 
architecture. Its number of monuments and attractions surprised 
us a lot. So we visited the Hermitage Museum with the works of 
Rembrandt, Leonardo da Vinci, Rubens, as well as the Winter 
Palace, the Peter and Paul Fortress and the Summer Garden. 
Of extreme interest are the churches in Petersburg: Isaakievskiy 
Sobor, Smolny Convent and Kazan Cathedral. You can admire 
their interiors for hours. Undoubtedly, these are the most famous 
places in Saint Petersburg that you must see. 

We also visited the vicinity of the city, and what impressed us 
most was Peterhof with its fabulous fountains and garden. The 
palace and garden are located on a several hectare area along the 
Gulf of Finland, and the fountains are simply breath-taking. We 
went to see Tsarskoye Selo and the Palace of Empress Catherina 
II, with the Amber Room. Visiting the palace we admired the 
ballroom with mirrors and gold sculptures. Another place we 
visited was Kronstadt, the fortified island near the head of the 
Gulf of Finland. This port town was the base of the Russian 
Baltic Flee.

STUDENT  LIFE

Student exchange between the Jagiellonian University and Saint Petersburg University has been realised since the 2011/12 
academic year and has embraced 34 undergraduate and graduate Polish and Russian students. JU has already nominated six 
students for exchange with Saint Petersburg in the 2019/20 academic year. 

Tsarskoye Selo

Lake Baikal
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Now coming back to our studies. Saint Petersburg University 
offers professional services to foreign students. Thanks to 
the ‘Buddy Programme’ we received help upon our arrival in 
Saint Petersburg. Russian students eagerly provided us with 
information about the city and university. They picked us up at 
the airport and then spoke about various interesting places in the 
city. 

They organised ‘Orientation Week’ during which we could 
play board games, participate in city tours, including a cruise on 
the river, go to the water park and watch Russian films. During 
the ‘International dinner’ we could taste traditional food from 
all over the world and got to know the art of different countries. 
There were also many events during the semester, including 
festivities, sports competitions, going together to cinemas and 
museums. We could attend meetings in the Russian Language 
Club. 

Last but not least, we met very interesting people from the 
whole world and have been in touch with some of them ever 
since. Studying abroad is an unforgettable experience that is 
worth considering for all students.  

Weronika Szczęch 
Institute of Eastern Slavonic Studies

During my stay at Saint Petersburg University I attended 
a full time Russian programme, which embraced classes 
of the Russian language as well as Russian culture, 

literature and business. 
I arrived in Saint Petersburg on 29 August 2018 and at the 

airport was picked up by a Russian student from the Buddy 
Programme. I could also participate in the events of the Welcome 
Week: guided tours of the city, visiting places related to literature 
and writers, speed friending, board games, karaoke, getting 

to know the university campus, international dinner, cinema 
evenings and welcome party.

All foreign students are accommodated in a hall of residence 
located in an area close to the coast of the Baltic Sea. The living 
conditions are very good. It took me ca. 30 minutes by the 
underground or trolleybus to get to the university. Living in this 
hall of residence I was able to meet students from all over the 
world. The local people were very friendly. Hearing us speaking a 
foreign language they stopped to talk.      
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The Neva River

International Dinner

Going through the tundra to Teriberka
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Getting to know Saint Petersburg was one of my dreams. 
I visited many museums, went to concerts or saw a ballet 
performance in the Mariinsky Theatre. On 27 January, the city 
celebrated the 75th anniversary of victory of the Blockage during 
World War II. So we could see numerous parades, and there was 
a cannon salvo from Peter’s Fortress. 

During my five-month stay in Russia, I made a few trips 
around the country. The first trip was to Moscow. We travelled 
on the local train. We saw the Red Square, the Kremlin, Lenin’s 
Mausoleum, churches, the State Tretyakov Gallery and Moscow 
City.

Our second destination was Murmansk where we went by 
train. It took us 25 hours to get there. We were very excited to 
visit the farthest northern Russian city. But for me the most 
fascinating experience was to see Teriberka, a small, partly 
abandoned selo on the Barents Sea coast. On our way we passed 
the tundra, which was amazing: cold white steppe landscape. It 
was there that the film Leviathan had been shot in 2014. We also 
visited Tsarskoye Selo, Shlisselburg, Kronstadt and Vyborg.

Our last and longest journey was to Irkutsk and Lake Baikal 
in January. Our onwards journey by train lasted five days. We 
spent a few days in Irkutsk and then went to the Olkhan Island, 
the largest island in Lake Baikal. We walked on the frozen lake 
to a small settlement called Khuzhir. In winter Lake Baikal looks 
like a fairy tale place. The areas around the lake are completely 
different from the European part of Russia.

Summing up, I recommend Russia as a destination 
of bilateral student exchange. Such a mobility is an ideal 
possibility to get to know the culture of a particular country, to 
familiarise with the local people and other exchange students. 
My semester abroad meant both studying and travelling 
around Russia. 

Karolina Kos, 
Institute of Applied Psychology

M y studies in Russia came to a close. It was hard to leave 
Saint Petersburg. It was my fourth study exchange and 
truly, it was the best one. Although I had imagined 

my stay there, when I arrived in the city I was greatly impressed. 
For the first two months, while walking in the streets of Saint 
Petersburg in sunny weather I could not believe that I was there. 
The city was overwhelming. Wherever I looked I saw postcard 
images: unique architecture, golden finials on the buildings, 
clean streets. 

Yet, Saint Petersburg turned out to be a city of contrasts: 
beautiful monuments in the centre and socialist buildings in the 
peripheries, i.e. grey blocks of flats that also had their charm.  My 
choice concerning a place to study was not accidental. For me 
Russia, commonly criticised and stereotyped as inaccessible, was 
intriguing.  Now I must admit that I felt very safe there. Russia 
was the safest place I had visited so far, and I really have visited 
many countries.

I decided to attend a course of psychology of politics, which 
was very interesting. It focused on the problems of contemporary 
Russia’s politics and its psychological aspects. To complete the 
course I made a survey of Poles’ opinions about the Russians, 
including psychological influences and stereotypesation. The 
results of the survey show that Polish students are not prejudice 
against the Russians and mention hospitality as one of their 
commonest characteristics. 
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On 1 January 2019, we set off to Siberia. First, we had to reach 
Moscow and then we travelled four days by train to Irkutsk. We 
covered most of the longest railways to find ourselves at the 
deepest lake in the world – Baikal.  At that time of the year, Lake 
Baikal was completely frozen. This view was astonishing – the 
landscape like from films about Alaska or Iceland. Blue sky and 
sunshine over the frozen lake’s waters. We did not bother with 
the temperature – below 20 degrees minus. We were lucky to 
see a sunrise and sunset over Baikal.  On the way back I decided 
to stop in Yekaterinburg for historical reasons. It was the place 
where the Bolsheviks executed the last Russian tsar Nicholas II 
and his whole family. This is also the city where the first Russia’s 
President Boris Yeltsin was born.  

Finally, I wanted to mention that I lived in a 12 storey 
dormitory in Saint Petersburg, which gave me a wonderful 
occasion to get to know and make friends with students from 
all over the world. My semester abroad helped me develop my 
language, cultural, educational and psychological skills and 
competences. For me it was a school of life and experience  
I will always remember.

Staying in Saint Petersburg I had the chance to participate in 
cultural and historical events. I saw the Russian classical ballet in 
the five-hour spectacle Crime and Punishment in the Alexander’s 
Theatre. I was also a volunteer in the biggest Russian museum – 
the Hermitage. 

During my stay I celebrated Poland’s Centenary of Regaining 
Independence in the Polish Consulate in Saint Petersburg. 
Together with the Polish community I attended a special concert 
organised on this occasion. Another interesting experience was a 
contest of reciting Adam Mickiewicz’s poetry in a school named 
after the greatest Polish bard.  

Naturally, I had time to travel around Russia, the largest 
country in the world. A fellow exchange student and I visited 
Moscow where we were impressed by its underground. We 
could not have missed seeing Lenin’s Mausoleum in Moscow. 
Then we reached the Arctic Circle. We wanted to see the aurora 
borealis but due to too high temperature we did not see it. 
However, reaching the northern end, seeing the dark polar 
night and visiting the site where the film Leviathan was shot 
brought unique experiences. 
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Walking on frozen Lake Baikal

Monument to A. Mickiewicz  
in front of the school

Concert in the Polish Consulate Peterhof
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Alicja Szałkiewicz, Magdalena Walasik 
Institute of the Middle and Far East

T he city of Kobe welcomed us with bustling streets and 
lively lights. After the long flight from Poland it was a 
bit overwhelming but on the other hand, a very exciting 

moment, especially for people like us – students of the Far East 
Asian Studies who had wanted to go to Japan for a very long time.

The first meeting with students of Kobe University was full 
of hospitality. They helped us with all the necessary errands 
and made sure that exchange students arrived safely at their 
dormitories. Every student had an assigned tutor. 
Throughout the whole stay we could always turn to 
them with any questions we had about classes, life 
in Japan or anything else we could need help with. 

However, our relations were not limited to 
official issues. We took part in plenty of events 
organised by a student group called TRUSS whose 
aim was to integrate Japanese and exchange 
students of Kobe University. Thanks to this we 
could enjoy a doll theatre on Awaji Island, a short 
camp trip to Sasayama, Halloween party or a stroll 
in Minoh Park in Osaka. Thanks to these events, we 
were able to make a lot of friends and practise our 
Japanese. Everybody at Kobe University was very 
open and willing to get to know us.   

STUDENT  LIFE

Of course, our life in Kobe was not just about meetings 
friends. Commuting to the university we had to go uphill as 
the campus is located next to Mount Rokko. Although it was a 
tiring walk, it was definitely worth taking not only for the classes 
with great teachers, but also for the beautiful view of the city 
that was lain down below. Kobe, being a port city, is incredibly 
interesting, especially when you look at the city from the top of 
the mountain. We also liked the night view when we were going 
down after the classes. At the same time, living in the dormitory 
in the Port Island, we could see the port with the mountains in 
the background.

Peterhof

Discovering  KOBE
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Student exchange between the Jagiellonian University and Kobe University has been realised since the 2014/15 
academic year and has embraced 30 undergraduate and graduate Polish and Japanese students. JU has already 
nominated 5 students for exchange with Kobe in the 2019/20 academic year. 

Daitokuji Temple, Kyoto
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Torii in Itsukushima Shrine, Miyajima

The campus of Kobe University is really large. As one of 
the most prominent universities in the Kansai Area it has a 
broad offer of courses for students. As students of Far East 
Asian Studies we attended Japanese classes along with subjects 
concerning cultural or social issues of Japan, but there were many 
interesting courses dedicated to different fields. We could also 
attend classes conducted by guest lecturers. Thus we got to know 
how sake breweries or rice cultivation worked in Japan, how the 
finest Kobe beef was produced and how Japanese food culture 
was distributed in the world. Apart from that, we could get hold 
of materials that would be useful while writing our theses. Our 
teachers were always helpful and willing to explain questions that 
students asked, both during and after the classes. 

One of the most interesting courses we took was ‘Global 
Active Learning,’ which consisted of a weekend trip to Hiroshima. 
There we had the opportunity to meet people who were born in 
this city. We talked about our views on the history of Hiroshima 

and the importance of peace, trying to come up with ideas on 
how people from different countries can reach it. 

Apart from participating in this workshop we were glad 
to go sightseeing Hiroshima. The most memorable place was 
probably Miyajima, where we could admire the shrines and the 
forest in autumn colours and meet the well-known Miyajima 
deer walking freely around the whole island. Moreover, our trip 
to Hiroshima gave us a new insight on the issue of world peace 
and on relationships between countries and their citizens as well 
as how we could influence the world we lived in.

Our experience of living in Japan was very fruitful. Not only 
did we have an opportunity to learn new things about Japan and 
its society that would be useful in our further studies, but we also 
experienced the beauty of this wonderful country. All in all, we 
regret that our stay lasted only five months. It will always be one 
of the most special times of our lives.

A-bomb Dome, HiroshimaWaterfall in Nunoh
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE 
Czapskich 4, 31-110 Kraków, Poland

ground floor, rooms 11-13, 25, 26
phone: +48 12663-1110,  fax: +48 12422-1757   www.dwm.uj.edu.pl

Dorota MACIEJOWSKA, MA – Head of IRO and Liaison officer
Administration and management of IRO, partnerships and networks

Providing international opportunities for JU staff
Preparing internal regulations; reports on JU international co-operation

phone: +48 12663-1110, e-mail: dorota.maciejowska@uj.edu.pl 

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION SECTION
Izabela ZAWISKA, PhD – Liaison officer and Head of the Section
Erasmus+ agreements and staff mobility; reports; Utrecht Network 

phone: +48 12663-3013, e-mail: izabela.zawiska@uj.edu.pl
Adriana HOŁUB-PALONKA, MA – Liaison officer

Agreements of academic co-operation with Asia 
Bilateral exchange with China, Georgia, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan

phone: +48 12663-3015, e-mail: adriana.holub-palonka@uj.edu.pl 
Maria KANTOR, PhD – Liaison officer

Agreements of academic co-operation with Europe 
Bilateral exchange with Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, 

Italy, Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine, the United Kingdom; editor of Newsletter
phone: +48 12663-3014, e-mail: maria.kantor@uj.edu.pl 

Carlos PANEK SOARES de ARAUJO, MA – Liaison officer
Agreements of academic co-operation with North and South America, Australia, Africa
Bilateral exchange with Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, 

Egypt, Mexico, Peru, South Africa, the USA 
Governmental offers: student scholarships and posts for Polish language teachers

phone: +48 12663-3044, e-mail: carlos.panek@uj.edu.pl
Barbara CHMIELOWSKA, MA – Liaison officer

Institutional lead of The Guild; JU International Visitors’ Office; reports on JU visitors
phone: +48 12 663-3850, e-mail: barbara.chmielowska@uj.edu.pl

Tadeusz RUDEK, MA – Liaison officer
JU International Visitors’ Office; IRO’s Facebook, mobility projects

phone: +48 12 663-3850, e-mail: tadeusz.rudek@uj.edu.pl
Izabela KRAJEWSKA, MA – Liaison officer

universities networks, social media, mobility projects
phone: +48 12 228 3832, e-mail: i.krajewska@uj.edu.pl

OUTGOING MOBILITY SECTION
Katarzyna DZIWIREK, MA – Deputy head and administration officer 

phone: +48 12663-1229, e-mail: katarzyna.dziwirek@uj.edu.pl 
Administrative and financial assistance to JU staff and students

Agnieszka GZYL – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-3036, e-mail: agnieszka.gzyl@uj.edu.pl

Natalia KLAG, BA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-3018, e-mail: natalia.klag@uj.edu.pl

Joanna KLIŚ, MA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1475, e-mail: joanna.klis@uj.edu.pl
Iwona SADOWSKA, MSc – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1273, e-mail: i.sadowska@uj.edu.pl

Dorota SŁOWIK, MA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1104, e-mail: dorota.slowik@uj.edu.pl 

JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY
INTERNATIONAL  

STUDENTS OFFICE 
Gołębia 24, 31-007 Kraków 
Collegium Novum, room 21

phone: +48 12633-1004/1516/1517  
fax: +48 12663-1545

e-mail: iso@.uj.edu.pl     
erasmus@uj.edu.pl

www.dmws.uj.edu.pl

PROJECT ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUPPORT CENTRE

Czapskich 4, 31-110 Kraków
phone: +48 12663-3833 
e-mail: cawp@uj.edu.pl 

www.cawp.uj.edu.pl

DEPARTMENT OF ADMISSIONS
Gołębia 24, 31-007 Kraków 
Collegium Novum, room 19

tel. +48 12 663-1401/1408
e-mail: rekrutacja@uj.edu.pl
www.rekrutacja.uj.edu.pl

Online application system (OAS)   
www.erk.uj.edu.pl

CENTRE FOR TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSFER – CITTRU

Bobrzyńskiego 14, 30-348 Kraków
phone: +48 12 664-4200 
e-mail: cittru@uj.edu.pl 

www.cittru.uj.edu.pl

DEPARTMENT for PROJECT 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT & 
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION  

at the MEDICAL COLLEGE
Podwale 3, 31-118 Kraków

phone: +48 512-749-469
e-mail: dawp@uj.edu.pl

spm@uj.edu.pl
www.cm-uj.krakow.pl

Torii in Itsukushima Shrine, Miyajima



www.uj.edu.pl
The Jagiellonian University is involved in various international co-operation 
activities, including research and educational projects, faculty and student exchange 
within bilateral agreements, Erasmus+ and SYLFF, summer schools, networks, 
innovation and technology transfer as well as different scholarship schemes.

 international students 
 over 90 nationalities  
 – 12% of all JU students
 TOP 10:

1. Ukrainian 1,310
2. Norwegian 404
3. German 214
4. Belarussian 212
5. Spanish 195
6. Italian 194
7. American 180
8. French 134
9. Turkish 122

10.  Czech 84
   

35,088 undergraduate & graduate students
  2,728 doctoral students
113 Bachelor’s programmes
144 Master’s programmes
   49 PhD programmes
  63 post-diploma non-degree courses
  33 English-taught programmes 
        (8 undergraduate, 22 graduate,  
        3 post-diploma)
346 doctorates awarded in 2018
312 student research societies
  25  sports sections
  27  student organizations 

Małopolska Centre of Biotechnology (MBC)  
comprising 7 research centres and 2 laboratories:  
• Max Planck Society • Le Centre national de la recherche scientifique
National Synchrotron Radiation Centre SOLARIS
Jagiellonian Centre for Experimental Therapeutics
Jagiellonian Centre of Innovation; Life Science Park
1,580 research projects, including 86 international 
projects in 2017

PARTNERSHIPS
343 bilateral agreements 
with 291 universities in 66 countries  
(152 university level; 103 faculty level;
50 institute level; 38 Collegium Medicum)
1,567 Erasmus+ KA 103 with 560 universities, 32 countries, 
and 48 KA 107 with 48 universities, 20 countries

Visiting Professors’ Office: information, advice, support
86 visiting professors in 2014-2017
39 visiting professors in 2018
48 applications accepted for 2019
138 foreign academic teachers from 37 countries

COIMBRA Group
UTRECHT Network

The GUILD of European
Research-Intensive Universities
UNA Europa Alliance
European University Association

East-European University Network
EUROPAEUM 
Unitown
SYLFF Institutions’ Network
Erasmus Student Network
European Students Forum (AEGEE)
European Law Students’ Association
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JU bilateral agreements

343 
agreements

Erasmus+ staff mobility in 2017/18
–  263 outgoings
– 126 incomings

Bilateral staff exchange in 2018
–  95 outgoings
–  69 incomings 

Bilateral and governmental student  
exchange in 2018/19
– 110 outgoings
–  296 incomings
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