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Prof. Lord Anthony Giddens

A. Wojnar

D

Method (1976), Central Problems in Social Theory (1979), The
Constitution of Society (1984), A Contemporary Critique of
Historical Materialism (volume 1 in 1981, volume 2 in 1985),
The Consequences of Modernity (1990), The Transformation
of Intimacy (1992), as well as the systematic textbook simply
titled Sociology (1989) which has already seen many editions
and translations into many languages (including Polish). He has
also published a few volumes of essays and articles, the most
important of which are Social Theory and Modern Sociology
(1987) and Politics, Sociology and Social Theory (1995).
Creator of an original and provocative social theory, prolific
author, charismatic lecturer attracting throngs of students, an
accomplished editor heading his own publishing house, and the
director of a distinguished university – all of this contributes to
the unique position and prominence which Anthony Giddens
has achieved in the United Kingdom and across Europe. His
name has already become a classic in social theory; his works
are the subject of a number of thick volumes of critique and
comment. Already two decades ago, an observer commented
in The Times Educational Supplement (1992) that Anthony
Giddens had already done more than enough to secure a renown
and permanent place in the Great Tradition of sociology.
M. Kantor,
based on the material related to the honorary doctorate

A. Wojnar

uring the solemn session of the Jagiellonian University
Senate, held on the occasion of the 651th Anniversary
of the Jagiellonian University on 12 May 2015, the
doctorate honoris causa of the Jagiellonian University was
conferred on Professor Lord Anthony Giddens, one of the most
outstanding sociologists in the world.
The Senate of the Jagiellonian University, having
considered the resolution undertaken by the Council of the
Faculty of Philosophy on 20 February 2014, conferred the title
of honorary doctorate on Prof. Giddens in particular for:
− his proposal of a novel elucidation of the age-old
sociological riddle regarding the relationships between agents
and social structures;
− his presentation of an in-depth analysis of the latest phase
of modern society, a theoretical explanation of its origins and
the introduction into the language of sociology a new concept
allowing us to describe our times in a manner more deep and
precise than experienced heretofore;
− his founding of one of the most prestigious publishers
today in the social sciences and the publication of an influential
sociology textbook which has been translated into several
languages and has contributed to the global popularization of
this discipline, encompassing countries in which this branch of
learning had been hitherto unknown; and
− his significant contribution to the defining of key challenges
and developmental quandaries found in the contemporary
world – those related to the functioning of democratic political
institutions, economic and social transformations as well as
the consequences of climate change and in the formulation of
proposals for their solution.
The assessments were prepared by Prof. Mirosława Marody
of the University of Warsaw and Prof. Marek Ziółkowski of
the Adam Mickiewicz University of Poznań supported by
resolutions undertaken by the Senates of the aforementioned
universities.
Born in 1938 in Edmonton, London, Anthony Giddens
began his studies at the University of Hull where in 1959 he
completed Bachelor’s degrees in sociology and psychology.
Then he continued his education at the London School of
Economics, earning an MA, as well as at Cambridge where he
defended his PhD. His career as a university lecturer began in
1961 at the University of Leicester at which school he taught
social psychology for eight years. In 1969, he obtained the
position of lecturer in sociology at the University of Cambridge
with which institution he remained associated until 1997, first
as a fellow at the prestigious King’s College, and then, as of
1987, as Professor of Sociology. In 1997, he accepted the
post of director at the London School of Economics which he
held until 2003. Currently, he is Professor Emeritus of LSE,
Department of Sociology, and a Life Fellow of King’s College,
Cambridge.
In academic research he focused on the field of sociological
theory, the fruits of his writings began to win him fame and
recognition not only in British circles but quickly, too, in
international ones. During his work at Cambridge his most
highly regarded books were published: Capitalism and
Modern Social Theory (1971), New Rules of Sociological

Prof. A. Giddens and Rector W. Nowak

70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION

J. Sawicz

She recollected one evening
when all the children received
supper and then breakfast in the
morning. This only happened
because a delegation of the
International Red Cross visited
the camp and were allowed to
see the children there.
Mrs Ratz-Lavi had no idea
how Schindler managed to
take those women and children
out of the camp. ‘I remember
leaving the camp. One of the
prisoners working at the gate
fell on his knees since he saw
Ewa Ratz-Lavi
for the first time a child who
was leaving the camp alive.’ She worked in Schindler’s factory
in Brünnlitz together with 1,200 Jewish forced labourers until
they were liberated on 10 May 1945. After the war she returned
with her parents to Kraków and after five years the whole
family left for Israel. She stressed, ‘I am a child of a miracle.
I am still alive because God, my mother and Mr Schindler
looked after me.’
Another special guest of the
session was Mr Józef Paczyński
(95) who as a seventeen year
old lad was sent to Auschwitz
in the first mass transport of
728 Polish political prisoners
on 14 June 1940, becoming
Auschwitz prisoner number
121. Their arrival is regarded as
the beginning of the existence of
the Nazi German concentration
camp. At the camp in Auschwitz
he was assigned to work in a
barber shop where the SS men
Józef Paczyński
got their haircuts. His story
was amazing as he survived the horror of the camp till the
evacuation of the camp by the Germans in January 1945.
Then the Austrian producer Dawid Kunac from Vienna
presented the trailer of the film ‘Drawing against Oblivion’
dedicated to the Austrian painter Manfred Bockelmann.
The artist wants to shed light on the countless children and
teenagers who were murdered by the Nazis. The film shows
children, Holocaust survivors of Auschwitz.
The meeting ended with a short recital of Marta and Marek
Polański who played the motifs from the films: Schildler’s List
by Steven Spielberg and The Pianist by Roman Polański.
Finally, let us mention that the other participants of the
session included Prof. Aleksander Skotnicki, Vice-President
of the Medical Society of Kraków and President of the
Stradom Dialogue Centre in Kraków, the JU Vice-Rector for
development Prof. Maria Flis, the former JU Rector Franciszek
Ziejka and the President of the Jewish Community in Kraków
Mr Tadeusz Jakubowicz as well as the general consul of
Germany.
M. Kantor
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J. Sawicz

O

n 23 January 2015, there was solemn session dedicated
to the 70th anniversary of the liberation of the German
Nazi camp Auschwitz-Birkenau in the aula of the JU
Collegium Novum. This meeting was another step in the longterm involvement of the Medical Society of Kraków, which has
conducted research into the camp trauma and diseases resulting
from the stay in Nazi concentration camps. The initiators of
this research were Prof. J. Bogusz and Prof. A. Kępiński. The
involvement includes the publication of the so-called Zeszyty
Oświęcimskie [Auschwitz Bulletins], i.e. January issue of the
monthly Przegląd Lekarski [Medical Review].
This tradition was revived a few years ago by organising
January sessions of the Medical Society of Kraków in the aula
of the JU Collegium Novum, under the patronage of the JU
Rector and Vice-Rector for Collegium Medicum.
This year the programme of the session was very special
as it was held a few days before the 70th anniversary of the
liberation of the Nazi German camp Auschwitz-Birkenau
(27 January) and its special guest was Ewa Ratz-Lavi from Tel
Aviv, the youngest survivor in Schindler’s list.
The session was opened by the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech
Nowak who stressed that the University’s motto ‘Plus ratio quam
vis’ completely contradicted what had happened in AuschwitzBirkenau. He himself belongs to the post-war generation and
cannot imagine the horror of the concentration camps.
Then the President of the Medical Society of Kraków Prof.
Igor Gościński said that the annual sessions of the Society
would not allow us to forget about those horrific days and
would be a strong impulse to do good.
The first speaker was
Prof. Grażyna Korpal
from the Academy of
Fine Arts in Kraków. Her
talk was a presentation
of the life of her late
father Dr Wiesław
Korpal – righteous,
medical doctor and
Home Army soldier (he
died in 2014). During
the Nazi occupation of
Kraków he helped the
Jews gathered in the
G. Korpal and T. Jakubowicz
Ghetto: driving a tram
through the Ghetto he threw food parcels and other goods for
them. He also organised transit of Jews through Slovakia, thus
saving over 180 Jewish people. He was given a medal of the
Kraków Jewish Community posthumously.
The former prisoner of the Auschwitz camp, Mrs Ewa
Ratz-Lavi recollected her stay in the German concentration
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. She was seven when she was
imprisoned in the Płaszów camp in Kraków and would die there
if she had not been transported, together with 300 women, to
Oskar Schindler’s factory in Brünnlitz in the occupied Czech
territories on 22 October 1944. She was shocked when the
train was redirected and stopped in Auschwitz. ‘Then we knew
that we would be killed there,’ she recollected. The camp was
an awful place. She remembered always being very hungry.

J. Sawicz

of the Nazi German camp Auschwitz–Birkenau

‘Beethoven – Brahms – Mahler’ exhibition

T

he theme of this year’s exhibition: Beethoven –
Brahms – Mahler connects with that of the entire
festival and transports us into the space of great 19thcentury symphonic music by evoking three figures of key
importance to it: Ludwig van Beethoven, pioneer, precursor,
and visionary, whose works were treated with near general
reverence throughout the 19th century, Johannes Brahms, who
continued the tradition of the symphony being a broad and
simultaneously highly individual artistic form of expression,
and Gustav Mahler, a composer of monumental works with an
impressive wealth of timbre and texture for the orchestra.
The symphony, taking its shape as a genre throughout
most of the 18th century, was brought to artistic perfection
in the accomplishments of the Viennese classical composers.
The compositions of Joseph Haydn and Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart contributed to the development of classical norms for
constructing the symphony and reinforced its position as the
most prestigious genre in instrumental music. The third of
the Viennese classical composers, Ludwig van Beethoven,
did more than just determine and define the borders of the
genre as he transgressed them daringly both by expanding the
dimensions of the works and the line-up and by modifying
their formal structure and giving greater gravity to the message
that he shares with us. In the 18th century instrumental music
was usually perceived as fulfilling an entertainment function,
incapable in fact of communicating deeper, non-musical
messages unlike vocal music which could fall back on the
lyrics. This view was abandoned in the late 18th and early 19th
century, with Beethoven’s symphonic works playing a key
role in this significant aesthetic transformation. Instrumental
music began to be construed as standing above vocal as it
was unfettered with specific semantic substance imposed on
it by words. Instrumental music, and especially the symphony,
began to be perceived as an expression of what cannot be
expressed in words – the mysterious and transient – becoming
an ideal medium for manifesting the romantic spirit. The
works of Beethoven defined the directions of development of
symphonic music for many long years to come: they became
an important source of inspiration from which 19th-century
composers drew profusely, much like later ones also did.
Symphonic music flourished profusely in Romanticism.
Johannes Brahms, author of four symphonies providing a key
link in the history of the genre, was the leading figure of the
so-called conservative faction gathered around a Viennese
musical critic, Eduard Hanslick, who opposed Wagner and his
enthusiasts. Brahms composed his symphonies for a classical
orchestra roster and through them built links to ways of shaping
musical material through the condensation of the themes and
their development which derived from Beethoven, at the
same time shunning any more progressive means for building
harmony. The monumental achievements of Gustav Mahler
can be considered the high point of 19-century symphonic
music as the composer followed on from the tradition of the
great heroic symphony which came from Beethoven and
combined it with innovative composition means, introducing
the categories of lyricism and grotesque into it. As one of the
greatest authors of the German Lied, Mahler, the symphonist,
is inseparably connected to Mahler, the author of songs. The
composer integrated the two genres, frequently inserting links
4
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to the songs he composed in the themes of his symphonies, and
sometimes also introducing songs into his symphonic works.
In this year’s exhibition, the works of the three composers
were presented against the 18th- and 19th-century symphonic
works of Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Franz
Schubert, Felix Mendelssohn, Carl Loewe and Anton Bruckner,
and also those of Polish 19th-century composers Karol
Kurpiński, Józef Brzowski and Antoni Stolpe. By courtesy
of Mr and Mrs Krzysztof Penderecki, the exhibition will be
complemented by autographs of compositions of Krzysztof
Penderecki, a successor to the great 19th-century symphonic
tradition.
The exhibits come from the collection of the former Berlin
State Library stored in the Jagiellonian Library, and also from
the Department of Music Collection and the Department
of Graphic and Cartographic Collection of the Jagiellonian
Library. The facsimile edition of sketches for Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 9 is on loan from the Library of the Department
of Musicology of the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań.
Among the 28 exhibits one can find the following1:
I
In 1791–1795, Haydn composed 12 symphonies referred
to as ‘London Symphonies” or ‘Symphonies of Salomon’
after the name of Johann Peter Salomon, a German violinist,
conductor and impresario who settled in England and invited
the composer to London twice to conduct performances of his
music. The special place of these works in the history of music
stems from the fact that the composer rendered in them both
the model line-up of a classical symphony orchestra and the
formal division of a classical symphony into four movements.
Joseph Haydn: Symphony No. 101 in D major ‘Clock,’
autograph, ca. 1794 Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Haydn 46. The
title ‘Clock’ comes from a Viennese publisher, Johann Traeg,
and was most probably given to it thanks to the characteristic
‘ticking’ accompaniment in the second movement.
Joseph Haydn: Symphony No. 99 in E-flat major, autograph,
ca. 1793, Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Haydn 45.
II
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Symphony No. 1 in E-flat major,
KV 16, autograph, London 1764.
Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Mozart K 16.
The Symphony KV 16 is one of the earliest works in the
genre composed by Mozart, at the time eight years old. He
wrote it in 1764 in London where he stayed in touch with
such composers as Johann Christian Bach and Carl Friedrich
Abel. Already this early work shows a combination of Italian
1
The catalogue numbers of the musical manuscripts presented in
the exhibition which come from the former Berlin State Library and
are kept in the Jagiellonian Library are preceded by the abbreviation
‘Berol’ while the catalogue numbers of musical manuscripts and
prints from the Jagielonian Library collections have the abbreviation
‘Jagiell.’ Autographs of Krzysztof Penderecki’s Symphony No. 1 and
Seven Gates of Jerusalem are on loan from the composer’s collection.
The facsimile edition of the sketches to Gustav Mahler’s Symphony
No. 9 is on loan from the Library of the Department of Musicology at
the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań.

features expressed in lyricism and
graceful rhythm while using a
plethora of harmonic and textural
means characteristic of German
and Austrian artists.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart:
Symphony No. 39 in E-flat major,
KV 543, Berol. Mus. ms. autogr.
Mozart K 543.
The first of the composer’s last
three symphonies composed in the
summer of 1788. Mozart wrote it
in haste as attested by numerous
mistakes and omissions in the
autograph, including parts for
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: Symphony No. 1 in E-flat major, KV 16, autograph, London 1764
individual instruments entered on
wrong staves and the omission of the designation (in particular Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No. 8 in F major, Op.
keys and accidentals) necessary for an unambiguous record of 93, 3rd movement, autograph,1812, Berol. Mus. ms. autogr.
Beethoven 20 III.
the score.
The composer embarked on the Eighth Symphony immediately
after completing the Seventh. His preserved sketchbooks prove
III
Ludwig van Beethoven: Eroica sketchbook, autograph, that at that time he intended to compose yet another symphony
in D minor. The Symphony in F major, with its playful second
1803–1804.Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Beethoven, Landsberg 6.
The manuscript known as the Eroica sketchbook was movement and a slow minuet instead of the scherzo that the
completed in 1803–1804. It mainly contains the sketches and composer used during those days, is in a way paying homage
notes of the composer who took them down while working on to the symphonic ideals of the previous period.
the Third Symphony, the first version of the opera Leonore,
V
and also on the Fourth and Fifth Symphonies and the Piano
Franz Schubert: Symphony No. 5 in B-flat major, autograph,
sonata in C major Op. 53 known as the ‘Waldstein.’
1816; Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Schubert 6.
Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No. 9 sketchbook, The autograph was originally kept by the Leipzig publisher
Franz Whistling, and was bought from him by the Berlin
autograph, 1823. Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Beethoven 8.
The sketchbook contains ideas and early versions developed State Library in 1817. Arranged for a small orchestra with no
while Beethoven worked on the Ninth Symphony. In his last clarinets, trumpets or kettledrums, but only with one flute, it
completed orchestral work, he went beyond the boundaries of makes clear references to classical models.
the genre defined by the symphonic tradition, giving the last
movement the form of a vocal-instrumental finale falling back Franz Schubert: Symphony No. 8 in B minor ‘Unfinished
on fragments of Friedrich Schiller’s Ode to Joy and providing Symphony,’ the facsimiles of the autograph, Munich: Drei
Masken Verlag, 1923; Jagiell. Muz. 19802 III.
the synthesis of the thematic material.
Composed in 1822, the Symphony in B minor consists of
Ilona S. Wittmich: Beethovenhaus, Pfarrplatz, Heiligenstadt, two complete parts. The sketches for the scherzo, which the
etching, watercolour, the first half of the 20th c., Jagiell. I composer never finished, have been preserved. It is frequently
considered as one of the most beautiful instrumental works of
20460.
The composer’s house in Heiligenstadt near Vienna. Portrayed the composer. After its premiere in 1865 – 37 years after the
below it is a score (the beginning of the first theme in the composer’s death – Eduard Hanslick wrote, ‘The beauty of the
Eroica) with a silhouetted bust of Ludwig van Beethoven sound of both the parts is enchanting. With a few melodic runs
of the horns, occasional short solos of the clarinet or the oboe,
facing left in the centrally situated oval.
with the simplest and most natural means of orchestration,
Schubert achieves sound effects unattainable for the finest
IV
Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. Wagnerian orchestration.’
VI
92, autograph, ca.1812, Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Beethoven,
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy: Lobgesang, a symphonyMendelssohn 9.
Beethoven began composing the seventh of his symphonies cantata on words of the Holy Bible, Op. 52, autograph, 1840;
after a sojourn in Teplice spa in 1811. Completed in 1812, the Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Mendelssohn 34.
work was dedicated to Count Moritz von Fries. Much like in A vocal and instrumental work composed to the commission
the Eroica, the composer introduced a funeral march as the of the Leipzig Municipal Council with the intention of being
slow movement in this piece. The clear rhythm permeating used for the 400th anniversary of the invention of printing
the entire work made Hector Berlioz describe the symphony by Johannes Gutenberg. This is what the composer wrote to
as ‘the dance of peasants’ while Richard Wagner called it ‘the Julius Schubring about it, ‘I’m using this opportunity to write
something new, but I do not intend to compose [a piece that
apotheosis of dance.’
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would simply be] occasional.’ And indeed, the text developed
by Mendelssohn makes no direct linkage to the invention of
printing, although the use of the biblical text can in a sense be
construed as a reference to the fact that the Bible was the first
work that Guttenberg printed.
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy: Symphony No. 3 in A minor,
Op. 56, autograph, 1842;Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Mendelssohn
36.
The composer considered writing this piece, allegedly inspired
by the ruins of the Holyrood Castle in Edinburgh, during
his first stay in Britain in 1829. He continued working on it
intermittently until 1842. It was also in that year that the piece
was performed for the first time under the composer’s baton in
the Leipzig Gewandhaus.
VII
Carl Loewe, a 19th-century composer, is primarily known to
music lovers as the author of numerous popular ballads for
voice with piano accompaniment, constituting a significant
and very interesting chapter in the history of German song.
The composer spent most of his life in Szczecin, actively
participating in the cultural life of the city, working as a
conductor, organ master, teacher and driving force of musical
life. Loewe’s instrumental music forms a part of his oeuvre that
is little known to contemporary music lovers. The autographs of
his two symphonies are presented at the exhibition. These were
composed in 1834–1835 for public symphonic performances
which the composer was obliged to organise in Szczecin as the
city’s director of music.
Carl Loewe: Symphony No. 1 in E minor, autograph, 1834;
Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Loewe A V 2, and Symphony No. 2
in D minor, autograph, 1835; Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Loewe
A V 1.
VIII
Johannes Brahms: Triumphlied op. 55, autograph,1871;
Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Brahms 8.

A work of patriotic significance, composed to commemorate
the German victory in the Franco-Prussian war, and dedicated
to Emperor William I Hohenzollern.
IX
The Austrian composer Anton Bruckner, operating in the second
half of the 19th century, combined the formal achievements of
Beethoven’s symphonic works with the progressive harmonic
function and the vast line-up of Wagnerian symphonies. The
sketches presented were drafted while Bruckner was working
on his last two symphonies.
Anton Bruckner: Sketches for Symphony No. 8 in C minor,
autograph,1886-1887; Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Bruckner, and
Sketches to Symphony No. 9 in D minor, autograph, 18871894; Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Bruckner.
X
Gustav Mahler: IX. Symphonie. Partiturentwurf der ersten
drei Sätze. Faksimile nach der Handschrift, Wien: Universal
Edition, cop. 1971; the Library of the Department of
Musicology of the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań,
HM N.II.1000 F.
Composed in 1908–1910 and performed for the first time under
Bruno Walter in 1912 after the composer had died, Symphony
No. 9 is the last piece the composer completed. Mahler’s
compositions do not only crown and recapitulate the great
romantic symphonic repertoire, but also determine the course
of the development of orchestral music in the works of such
20th-century composers as Arnold Schönberg and Alban Berg.
It is in this context that Theodor Adorno regarded Mahler’s
Symphony No. 9 as ‘the first work of modern music.’
21. Géa (Georges) Augsbourg: Mengelberg: zooals de
teekenaar Georges Augsbourg hem ziet, Amsterdam: Andries
Blitz, 1936; Jagiell. 1163 III Alb.
Reproductions of satirical drawings by the Swiss painter,
draughtsman and caricaturist Géa Augsbourg, presenting
the Dutch conductor Willem Mengelberg. The illustration
presented depicts the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra in
Amsterdam under Mengelberg, its long term first conductor,
who was particularly valued for his interpretations of Gustav
Mahler’s music. Mahler
himself frequently worked
with the Concertgebouw
Orchestra on the performance
of his compositions. On these
occasions he happened to
introduce amendments and
modifications to his scores in
order to improve the sound
of his works in the specific
acoustic environment of the
Concertgebouw Hall.

Johannes Brahms: Triumphlied op. 55, autograph,1871; Berol. Mus. ms. autogr. Brahms 8
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XI
Krzysztof Penderecki:
Sketches for Symphony No.
1, autograph, ca.1973, from
the composer’s collection.
Krzysztof
Penderecki
composed his Symphony
No. 1 in 1973 to a
commission from the British

Krzysztof Penderecki: Sketches for Symphony No. 7 Seven Gates of Jerusalem, autograph, ca. 1996,
from the composer’s collection

company Perkins Engines, and in the same year conducted its
premiere performance by the London Symphony Orchestra
in Peterborough. The piece itself brought together a period of
intensive search and experimentation with orchestral sound,
falling into the so-called sonorist approach.
Krzysztof Penderecki: Sketches for Symphony No. 7 Seven
Gates of Jerusalem, autograph, ca. 1996, from the composer’s
collection.
The work was composed to commemorate three millennia of the
city of Jerusalem to the order of the City of Jerusalem, Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra ICA, and the Symphonieorchester des
Bayerischen Rundfunks. In this monumental piece designed for
a powerful orchestral line-up composed of five singer soloists,
narrator, three mixed choirs, and a highly extended orchestra,
one can perceive a continuation of Mahler’s tradition of the
vocal and instrumental symphony.
XII
Karol Kurpiński: The Battle of Możajsk Played by the Grand
Orchestra at the Grand National Theatre on the 18th day of
December 1812, autograph (?), 1812; Jagiell. Muz. Rkp. 110 II.
Karol Kurpiński’s programme symphony is a musical
illustration of Napoleon’s victorious battle with the Russian
armies. In the manuscript version of the score presented, short
references indicate non-musical elements of the piece, for
example ‘The French attack. The enemies shudder.’
Józef Brzowski: Grande symphonie dramatique pour
orchestre, autograph, mid-19th c.; Jagiell., no catalogue
number.

Józef Brzowski (1805–1888) was a composer, conductor,
cellist, teacher, and long-term professor at the Warsaw
Conservatory, a student of, among others, Karol Kurpiński.
He enjoyed great recognition in his lifetime, also abroad, but
later fell into oblivion. The Dramatic Symphony is one of few
pieces that have survived to be performed and recorded in the
present day.
Antoni Stolpe: Symphony in A minor, autograph, ca.1867;
Jagiell., no catalogue number.
Antoni Stolpe, a Polish pianist and promising composer,
died of tuberculosis in 1872 at the age of just 21. His works
were admired and praised by critics for their maturity and the
freedom of his composing craft. The artist left a few scores of
works, including this symphony he composed at 16.
XIII
Charles Garnier: La nouvel opéra de Paris, Paris: Ducher et
Cie, 1880, steel engraving, chromolithography; Jagiell. 184 V
Alb.
A monographic work on the famous Paris Opera designed in
neo-baroque style by architect Charles Garnier in the 1870s.
The new building had a seating capacity of 2,200 and was
a symbol of the power of the Second Empire and its patron,
Napoleon III Bonaparte Emperor of the French. Attention is
drawn to the lavish decoration of both the outer elements and
the interiors adorned with gold and marble, stuccos, sculptures,
bas-reliefs, and frescoes whose subjects are usually drawn
from Greek mythology.
Michał Lewicki
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his year has brought two new
important investments of the
Jagiellonian University. The first
one is the completion of the complex
called ‘Paderevianum II’ that would
be the new venue for the Faculty of
Philology. It is part of the University’s
second campus located in the vicinity of
the Jagiellonian Library and Auditorium
Maximum.

A. Wojnar

Paderevianum II

A. Wojnar

The modern complex of two
didactic-research buildings will house
the Institutes of English, Germanic,
Romance Philology and the Disability
Support Office. They will have a space
of 9,000 square metres for lecture halls,
seminar rooms, language laboratories,
studies and libraries at their disposal.
The Institutes are moving there in
summer and students can use this new
venue from September.
The other JU investment is a huge
project involving the building of a new
University Hospital. On 29 April 2015,
the Jagiellonian University authorities,
in the presence of Prime Minister Ewa
Kopacz, several MPs, the authorities
Rector W. Nowak and Vice-Rector
P. Laidler laying the
foundation stone

8

of the Małopolska Province and the
President of Kraków, laid a foundation
stone for the hospital at a special
ceremony. The host of the ceremony
was the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech
Nowak, MD. He thanked all those who
had contributed to the realisation of this
enormous investment.
For many years the Jagiellonian
University has made endeavours towards
building a new hospital that would
consolidate the dispersed University’s
clinics and hospitals in one complex.
The complex located in the district
of Prokocim, close to the JU Children’s
Hospital, Faculty of Pharmacy, Medical
Library and halls of residence for
medical students will be the biggest
hospital investment in Poland and one
of the biggest in Europe, meeting the
standards of the 21st century. It will
fulfil research and didactic purposes
as well as treatment of patients. ‘I am
deeply convinced that the realisation
of this project will inspire further
development of the entire academic
medicine,’ said the JU Vice-Rector for
Collegium Medicum Prof. Piotr Laidler.
The cost of the investment is over 1.2
billion zloty, out of which 800 million
will be covered from the state budget.
The rest will be covered by the Province
(Regional Operational Programme for
2014-2020) and the means of the JU
Collegium Medicum.
The completion of the construction
of the University Hospital is envisaged
in April 2019.
The new University Hospital will
considerably influence the assurance
of a high level of health services for
inhabitants of Kraków and the Province
of Małopolska. The complex will
have 109,685 square metres, with 24
operation theatres, an emergency unit,
specialist clinics for outpatients and
a didactic-administrative area. The
hospital will fulfil strategic functions:
diagnostics (the most modern medical
imaging apparatus), treatment (based
on the latest and innovative methods
of conservative treatment and surgery),
didactics (educating medical staff for
southern and south-eastern Poland) and
research (multi-profile clinical research).
Łukasz Wspaniały
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THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE
AS VIEWED
IN EUROPE
Turkey in the
Renaissance Period

T

he Jagiellonian Library and the
National Museum in Kraków
have organised a very interesting
exhibition entitled ‘The Ottoman Empire
as Viewed in Europe. Turkey in the
Renaissance Period.’ The opening of the
exhibition was held in the exhibition hall
of the Jagiellonian Library on 15 May
2015. The Director of the Jagiellonian
Library Prof. Zdzisław Pietrzyk
welcomed all those gathered while Dr
Julia Krajcarz, curator of the exhibition,
introduced its theme and the exhibits.
In turn, Mr Michał Dziewulski spoke
about the exhibition ‘The Ottomans &
Europeans: Reflecting on five centuries
of cultural relations’ to be held in the
National Museum in Kraków on 26
June-27 September 2015.
The exhibition in the Jagiellonian
Library ‘The Ottoman Empire as Viewed
in Europe. Turkey in the Renaissance
Period’ presents ca. 40 objects from the
special collection of the Jagiellonian
Library, including valuable manuscripts,
paintings, maps and illustrations
concerning the Ottoman Empire and its
inhabitants in the Renaissance period.
This period saw an intensified interest
in art and science as well as different
M. Kantor

T

THE UNIVERSITY’S
NEW INVESTMENTS

Gerard Mercator, Atlas sive cosmographiae
meditations de fabrica mundi et fabricate figura,
Amsterdam, 1623

M. Kantor

Constantinople, George Braun; Franz Hogenberg,
journeys and envoys to Turkey,
Civitates Orbis Terrarum Lolonia, [1575]-1588
the Ottoman army and Polish antiTurkish literature.
Finally, it is worth mentioning
the international project ‘Ottomans
& Europeans: Reflecting on five
centuries of cultural relations.’ The
project–exhibition will premiere in
Brussels (27 February – 31 May
2015) and will then be hosted in
Kraków (26 June – 27 September
2015). The title of the Kraków
exhibition is ‘The Ottoman Orient
in Renaissance Art.’ It will present
works by 16th-century European
artists, including Gentile Bellini,
Lorenzo Lotto, Vittore Carpaccio,
Albrecht Dürer and Titian, which
were inspired by the culture of the
The exhibition in the Jagiellonian
Ottoman Empire. The exhibition will
Library will be open from 18 May till
focus on the different depictions and
10 July 2015.
perceptions of Ottoman Turkey in the
M. Kantor,
art of Italy, Germany, the Netherlands,
based
on
the
catalogue
of
the
exhibition
Poland and Hungary.
by A. Bartczak, J. Krajcarz, M. Kusak
A Turkish
bride

M. Kantor

cultures. No wonder the Ottoman
Empire, which was geographically near
Europe and culturally different from
Christian Europe, became the focus of
the Europeans’ interest.
In the 1550s, the Ottoman Turks
conquered the first European lands,
enlarging its state to the north. In
1453, they seized Constantinople and
from that moment the sultans began
to style themselves Kaysar-i-Rum –
‘Emperor of Rome.’ Europe began to
see the Ottoman Empire as a threat and
continuation of the conflict between
Christians and Muslims that had begun
during the Crusades.
In the 16th and 17th centuries, the
European countries waged wars with
the Ottoman Empire but also made
alliances and trade contracts. The
appearance of a new country in Europe,
a country that continued to enlarge its
territory, endangering other countries,
and differed by its religion, customs
and culture, made Europeans express
their reflections and fears concerning
these issues. The literature related to
these issues, diversified in its form
and directed to various receivers,
is generally described as turcica. It
embraces histories of the Ottoman
Empire, genealogies of the sultans,
reports from envoys’ trips, descriptions
of the sultans’ courts, customs of the
inhabitants of Istanbul and other lands
of the Empire. Much attention was also
devoted to Islam.
From the conquest of Constantinople
till the end of the 16th century, ca.
3,200 publications (turcica) were issued
in various languages in Europe. A
considerable part of this literature has
been preserved in the Jagiellonian Library.
The exhibition ‘The Ottoman Empire
as Viewed in Europe. Turkey in the
Renaissance Period’ has been divided
into five parts: the genealogy of the
Ottoman rulers, the court of the sultans,

Kajetan Saryusz
Wolski, Turks
in the 17th c.
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50 years of the International Relations Office

I

n 2015, the International Relations
Office of the Jagiellonian University
is celebrating its 50th Anniversary.
On this occasion the JU IRO, together
with the Jagiellonian Library, has
organised an exhibition that shows the
history of the IRO and to a considerable
extent the history of international
relations of the Jagiellonian University
since the 1960s.

Opening ceremony
On 7 May 2015, in the conference
hall of the Jagiellonian Library there
was an opening of the exhibition entitled
‘50 years of the Jagiellonian University
International Relations Office.’ The
gathered guests – over 90 people –
were welcomed by the Director of the
Jagiellonian Library Prof. Zdzisław
Pietrzyk as the co-organiser of the
exhibition.
On behalf of the JU Rector Prof.
Wojciech Nowak, words of welcome
and introduction to the international
relations of the Jagiellonian University,
stressing the significance of the tasks

undertaken by the JU International
Relations Office, were given by Prof.
Stanisław Kistryn, JU Vice-Rector for
Research and Structural Funds. In turn
Prof. Andrzej Mania, JU Vice-Rector
for Educational Affairs, shared his
experience in international contacts
related to the Ryoichi Sasakawa Young
Leaders Fellowship, and also mentioned
the importance of undergraduate and
graduate student mobility within the JU
bilateral scholarships.
Mrs Dorota Maciejowska, head of
the JU IRO, welcomed the gathered
guests and thanked all those who had
contributed to the organisation of the
exhibition.
The curator of the exhibition Dr Maria
Kantor, IRO, presented the presumptions
of the exhibition, emphasising that it was
difficult to enclose in one exhibition the
50 year period of the activities of the JU
International Relations Office resulting
in numerous documents, photographs,
prints, invoices, lists, publications,
commemorative medals and gadgets
received from partner universities and
institutions.

The opening ceremony was graced
by a short recital ‘Travelling collage’
performed by Desisława ChristozowaGurgul and Małgorzata Drzał along
with the artists of St. Norbert’s Cellar
and the Kraków School of Flamenco
‘Almoraima’:
Stefan Błaszczyński
(flute), Adam Prucnal (violin), Łukasz
Szańca (guitar) and Grzegorz Guzik
(flamenco guitar). They performed the
following songs: Molly Malone (Irish),
Erev shel shoshanim (Hebrew), Kirialesa
(Georgian), Zorongo (Spanish), Tudora
(Bulgarian) and Ajde, Jano (Serbian).
Then the guests were invited to see the
exhibition.
The second part of the meeting was
opened by a multi-media presentation of
the JU International Relations Office by
M. Kantor. Then their experiences and
recollections of directing the Office were
shared by Prof. Krystyna Dyrek, JU
Vice-Rector for International Relations
in 1990-1993, Prof. Marek Szymoński,
JU Vice-Rector for International
Relations in 1993-1999 and Prof. Maria
Nowakowska, JU Vice-Rector for
Research and International Relations
in 1999-2005, while Prof. Małgorzata
M. Kantor

A. Wojnar

Opening of the exhibition
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A. Wojnar

Schlegel-Zawadzka, Vice-Dean of the
Faculty of Health Sciences, described
her experiences of co-operation with the
University of Jena.

Exhibition
Since its establishment, by the
motion of the JU Senate issued on
16 December 1964, the International
Relations Office of the Jagiellonian
University participates in the realisation
of the University’s policy concerning
international collaboration, fulfilling
tasks related to it. The choice of exhibits
brings nearer, or reminds visitors, of
the most important events, people
and undertakings marking the turning
points of the IRO’s history. Hopefully,
the exhibition will be a wonderful
experience for all those who share the
passion of discovering different spheres
of the Jagiellonian University in its long
history.
The exhibits were divided topically:
the establishment in 1964/65, the oldest
agreements of scientific co-operation
signed by the Jagiellonian University,
tables of outgoings and incomings in
1965-2015, selected partner universities,
SYLFF,
visits
of
international
delegations, meetings, conferences,
educational fairs, publications and
networks – COIMBRA, UTRECHT,
IRUN as well as various gadgets
and presents received from partner
institutions of higher education from
Europe, North and South America and
Asia. All the names of the JU partner
institutions were placed on posters while
the countries of the partner institutions –
on a world map.

JU international relations
in 1965-2015
After the liberation of Kraków from
the German occupation, the Jagiellonian
University, despite 25% of losses in its
academic staff, began its 581st academic

D. Christozowa-Gurgul and the artists of St Norbert’s Cellar

year on 19 March 1945. Firstly, the
University concentrated on developing
its chairs and institutes as well as opening
new faculties and study programmes.
The reorganisation of higher education
in Poland in 1948 led to moving a
few faculties from the Jagiellonian
University and transforming them into
separate institutions of higher education.
In the academic year 1954/55, the final
structure of the JU was established –
five faculties.
The JU chronicles of 1945-56 do
not contain many data concerning the
University’s international relations.
They mention visits of scholars and
students from France as well as the
USSR, Finland, Latin America, Sweden,
Vietnam and China.
In 1961, the Jagiellonian University
began preparing its 600th Anniversary.
Invitations to universities and research
centres were sent out all over the world.
As a result the Anniversary in 1964
gathered 236 guests from 26 countries
(45 rectors from 22 Western universities
and 23 from the Soviet block, 25
representatives of different universities
and 166 foreign professors) from 69
universities, including Harvard, Oxford,
Cambridge, St Andrews, Vienna and
Columbia University.
The visits of those rectors
were occasions to begin scientific
collaboration leading to agreements, e.g.
Prof. Erkki Kivinen from the University
of Helsinki signed an agreement of
scientific co-operation with the JU in
June 1964.
Yet, it should be stressed that since
1962 the Jagiellonian University has
collaborated within agreements with
the Friderik-Schiller University of Jena,
East Germany, the Taras Shevchenko
University of Kiev, USSR, and since
1963 with the J. Comenius University
of Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, and the
University of Pécs, Hungary. In October
1965, the JU signed an agreement with
the University of Ghent, Belgium (during

the visit of Rector M. Klimaszewski in
Ghent on 2-7.10.1965).
In his inaugural speech 1966/67,
Rector Mieczysław Klimaszewski spoke
of vivid international contacts of the JU
in the previous year. Among other things
he said, The issue of international
contacts is not an expression of
snobbism, but a necessity. One cannot
conduct research in isolation. The
development of science and research
at our University requires knowledge
of the achievements of science in the
world; each discipline at our University
should see and deﬁne its place in
national and world science in order
to obtain increasingly better results
and better ranking for its ﬁeld and the
University. Scientiﬁc contacts force us
to increase the scientiﬁc level of our
workers and the University itself.
In 1965/66, the JU employed 1,519
people, including 571 administrative
officers. 8,021 students, including
97 foreigners, were enrolled in 25
study programmes. Out of the 231
academic staff who paid visits to foreign
universities 50 went to the USSR, 33 to
Czechoslovakia, 28 to East Germany,
18 to France, 13 to Great Britain, 9 to
M. Kantor

The opening: Vice-Rector A. Mania and Vice-Rector S. Kistryn
in the first row
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Agreements signed by the JU in 1962-2014
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Bordeaux and Budapest. During that
period the University negotiated
agreements with the universities
in Vilnius, Glasgow, Padua, Cluj,
Zagreb, Skopje, Prague and Alliance
College in the USA. It also hosted
numerous foreign delegations. It was
the International Relations Office that
prepared these visits and agreements,
the JU visits abroad, exchange of staff
and students. It should be remembered
that every agreement and visit or even
purchase of groceries used while
receiving foreign delegations required
special permissions from the Ministry
of Science and Higher Education of the
Polish People’s Republic.

Rector M. Klimaszewski paid visits
to the Universities in Glasgow, Sterling,
St Andrews, York, Leeds, Oxford
and London, which intensified the JU
bilateral exchange (in 1971/72, 600
academic staff went abroad and the JU
hosted 350 scholars from 27 countries).
In 1972, Rector Klimaszewski and
Rector Dymitr Filipow from the Saints
Cyril and Methodius University in
Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria, signed an
agreement of scientific collaboration,
which included the creation of the course
of Bulgarian at the JU and a course of
Polish at the Bulgarian university.
M. Kantor

the USA, 9 to Italy as well as to India,
Iran, Nigeria and Tunisia. There were
128 visitors from 24 countries (East
Germany – 21, Czechoslovakia – 20,
France – 14, USSR – 11, Great Britain –
9, USA – 9, Belgium – 9, Romania – 9).
In 1966, the JU hosted Director
General of British Council Sir Paul
Sinker who spoke about possibilities of
co-operation between these institutions.
During his two terms Rector M.
Klimaszewski made many international
contacts
while
visiting
foreign
universities. Consequently, in 196971 the University collaborated with
10 universities in the framework of
agreements: Kiev, Jena, Bratislava,
Pecs, Helsinki, Ghent, Liège, Uppsala,

Outgoings and incomings in 1964–2014
(without Collegium Medicum)

4000

outgoings

incomings

3000

2000

1000

0

12

1964

1968

1972

1976

1980

1984

1988

1992

NEWS letter No. 55 Spring 2015

1996

2000

2004

2008

2011

2013

2014

Gadgets received
from European universities

Countries and universities
with which the JU is collaborating at present
JU agreements

120

114

countries
Liczba
krajów

100

30

83

universities
Liczba
uczelni

46

80
43

60

university level
40

34

33

wydziałowe
faculty level

26
20

0

2

Europe

2

Africa

Collaboration with international
univeristies also embraces cultural
exchange. For example, the Chamber
Orchestra of the University of Jena
performed in Kraków on 11.10.1971.
Within cultural collaboration the JU
and the University Erlangen-Nürnberg
have organised concerts of their artistic
ensembles since 1994. The JU IRO
helped organising concerts of the JU
Choir in Erlangen-Nürnberg, Heidelberg
and Israel.
The new JU Rector Prof. Mieczysław
Karaś (1972-77) made contacts with
French universities. He hosted the
rectors of the universities from Paris,
Bordeaux and Reims. In November
1974, he signed an agreement with the
University of Nancy while in March
1975 with the University of Washington,
Seattle.
From 1972 the JU IRO took over the
tasks of a travel agency: booking tickets
and hotels as well as all the financial
assistance to JU staff and students going
abroad. It also began preparing plans of
visits. JU students could go for short and
long-term studies to the universities in
Kiev, Moscow, Vilnius, Jena, Leipzig,
Bratislava, Budapest, Zagreb, Veliko
Tarnovo and St Andrews.
The 1977, Rector’s Bulletin mentions
agreements with 21 universities: Jena
(exchange of staff and students, student
internships, exchange of reviewers,

14

8

institute level
1

Americas

Asia

3

Australia
and Oceania

joint research and collaboration
between university libraries), Kiev (52
research topics, exchange of staff and
students, student internships), Bratislava
(collaboration in research and exchange
of staff and students), Pecs (intensive
co-operation between the faculties of
law), Ghent, Helsinki, Liège, Uppsala,
Bordeaux I, Prague, Skopje (numerous
exchange visits), Cluj, Vilnius (several
research topics and exchange of staff
and students), Veliko Tarnovo (cooperation conducted by the Institute of
Slavonic Philology), Minsk (numerous
exchange visits), Basil, Salzburg, The
John Hopkins University – Bologna
Center, the University of Washington
(exchange of visiting professors),
Salamanca and Zagreb. The JU sent
its students to partner universities: 28
students studied in the USSR, 5 in East
Germany, 3 at Alliance College, 1 in
Sofia and 1 in Leipzig.
The new JU Rector Prof. Mieczysław
Hess (1977-81) visited 16 American
universities and colleges in autumn
1978. The result of these visits would be
seen later.
The Jagiellonian University began
signing agreements on faculty and
institute levels. The first of such
agreements was signed between the JU
Chair of History and Theory of Music
and the Chair of Musicology of the
University of Bologna.

Collegium Medicum

In 1979, five new agreements
were concluded with: the Wayne State
University at Detroit, University of
Rome, the Ruhr University Bochum, the
University of Padua and the National
Autonomous University of Mexico.
The JU Institute of Archaeology signed
an agreement with the Institute of
Tracology of the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences in Sofia. At the JU there
were 87 international students from 30
countries while 77 JU students went to
14 countries. Besides, 158 JU students
were on internships mainly in the
Soviet Bloc countries, the only Western
university was St Andrews (3 students).
The political situation in Poland in
the years 1981-82 influenced the JU
international relations to a considerable
extent. The imposition of martial law in
1981 caused the annulment of numerous
visits and almost completely stopped
scientific exchange.
From 1983 one could see a
gradual return to regular exchange
and correspondence with partner
universities. However, the planned
collaboration and exchange with
research institutions in the socialist
countries drastically decreased: the JU
collaborated only with the Universities
of Jena and Sofia. The collaboration with
Russian universities was not continued.
Yet, in those hard days the collaboration
between the JU and the universities
NEWS letter No. 55 Spring 2015
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in Bochum and Padua developed.
The Polish Ministry consented to the
University’s new agreement with the
University of Kent at Canterbury, and
asked the JU to prepare a new 5-year
plan of its co-operation with foreign
institutions of higher education. This
new plan envisaged various directions
of collaboration both with the socialist
and Western countries. The next years
saw the fulfilment of this ambitious plan:
new agreement with the University Paris
VIII-Vincennes in St. Denis (in total: 38
agreements), a large number of official
delegations, including a delegation of
the Conference of European Rectors,
and for the first time the number of
outgoings reached 1,000.
During the years 1983-86, the
Jagiellonian University signed new
agreements with the University of
Udine, the University of Catania, the
University of Connecticut-Storrs, the
University of Oxford, the University of
London, the University of Leipzig, the
University Erlangen-Nürnberg as well as
agreements on institute level (geological
sciences) with the University of Naples
and with the Catholic University Sacro
Cuore in Milano (sociology). The
number of outgoing students reached
500. The University asked the Ministry
for permission to sign agreements
with the University of Cologne, the
University of Heidelberg, the University
of Gottingen, Germany, and the
University of Nijmegen, Holland.
In 1987/88, there was a dynamic
development of collaboration with the
Universities in Minsk and Vilnius as
well as new contacts with American
JU Archive

universities: the University of Kansas,
Dept. of Anthropology, Southern
Connecticut State University, New
Haven, Political Science Department,
Medical School of Wisconsin, the
University of Georgia, Athens, the
School of Slavonic East European
Studies at the University of London.
The next year the University entered
into agreement with the Kościuszko
Foundation and the ‘Polonia’ Society
as for scholarship schemes, and
agreement with the Catholic University
of America, Washington, D.C., School
of Law Program of Comparative and
International Law. A new agreement
was also signed with Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies, Seoul.
The JU exchanged language teachers
(Catalonian and Polish) with the
University of Barcelona.
The political transformation in
1989 caused temporary difficulties
in the University’s policy concerning
international relations. New agreements
had to be signed with partner universities
from the former socialist countries.
The collaboration with institutions
in Western Europe and the USA was
successfully continued. The fact that the
Jagiellonian University had its own guest
houses facilitated the accommodation of
foreign visitors. The collaboration with
RUB developed.
In 1989, the JU signed agreements
with the University of Heidelberg and the
University of Cologne. The Jagiellonian
Library began collaboration with the
Library in Wolfenbüttel, Germany. The
agreement with The Johns Hopkins
University, The Bologna Center
was renewed. Moreover,
collaboration started with
the State University of
New York at Buffalo (in
law and history), with the
University of Hartford – the
creation of the Jagiellonian
School of Business, with
the Guelph University,
Canada (social sciences,
biology, chemistry, physics,
geography) and with the
University of Copenhagen
(English and Germanic
philology, political sciences,
sociology, geography and
environmental biology).
The academic year
1990/91
brought further
Rector K. Ipsen and Rector M. Hess signing
development
of JU contacts
the agreement between JU and RUB in 1979
with foreign academic

14

NEWS letter No. 55 Spring 2015

centres and good collaboration within
the existing agreements.
Several JU units jointed TEMPUS
Joint European Projects. The University
became a member of COIMBRA Group
and Utrecht Network.
In May 1992, the Jagiellonian
University signed an agreement with the
Sasakawa Foundation in Tokyo, joining
The Ryoichi Sasakawa Young Leaders
Fellowship Fund (SYLFF). Since
1993/1994, 261 JU graduate students
have received SYLFF grants for short
and long stays at foreign universities.
The structure of the International
Relations Office, and consequently
the University’s international policy,
was reorganised in 1993/94. The aim
of the changes was to adjust to the
new economic-financial conditions
of the country, decentralization of
the administration and finances,
simplification of bilateral exchange
formalities and undertaking various
tasks related to new international
research and educational programmes.
All matters concerning outgoing visits
were transferred to travel agencies.
In October 1995, the Centre for
Central and Eastern European Studies
offering fee-paying courses in English
was opened (with 16 students and 12
TEMPUS students). There were new
agreements with the Tokyo University
of Agriculture and Technology, the
University of Exeter, South Bank
University, London, the University of
Wales College of Medicine, Cardiff, and
Boston College, USA. The number of
joint research and educational projects
realised by the JU reached 42 (15
Tempus JEPs).
The JU IRO began editing Guide for
International Students and Newsletter.
On 1.10.1996 the Polish Academic
Information Centre in Buffalo as a
joint endeavour between SUNY at
Buffalo and the UJ was initiated.
Another project was the creation of
the visiting professor scheme at the
JU, coordinated by the Polish-German
Academic Society and financed by the
Alfried Krupp von Bohlen und Halbach
Stiftung from Essen. Between 1997/98
and 2007/2008 the post of visiting
professors was offered to 38 professors
from the universities in Erlangen,
Hamburg, Bochum, Berlin, Marburg,
Augsburg, Heidelberg, Oldenburg,
Münster, Frankfurt/Main, Potsdam,
Tubingen, Konstanz, Giessen, Kiel,

J. Sawicz

New Year’s concert on 9 January 2003

As the number of Erasmus and
other exchange students was growing
rapidly, in 2004 the JU authorities
decided to call into being a new office:
International Students Office and
Erasmus Programme, which took over
the tasks related to student mobility.
In 2007, the International Research
Programmes Office was created, thus
assuming the tasks concerning research
and educational projects.
The
International
Research
Universities Network was initiated
on 7 September 2007. It embraces
Westflälische Wilhelms-Universität
Münster, Universität Duisburg-Essen,
Radboud
Universiteit
Nijmegen,
Pázmány Peter Catholic University
of Budapest, Università degli Studi
di Siena, Universitat de Barcelona,
Université de Poitiers, University
of Glasgow, University of Ljubljana
and Jagiellonian University. From its
beginning, IRO workers have been
actively involved in IRUN working
groups.
In 2007-2014 the JU signed other
agreements on different levels, the
JU Archive

Jena, Würzburg, Gottingen, Hanover,
Bayreuth, Dresden and Cologne.
Another significant development
occurred in November 1997 when
the Jagiellonian University joined the
Socrates/Erasmus Programme and
signed its first agreements concerning
student and staff mobility with 30 EU
universities. On 8 October 1999, the
JU IRO organised the first welcome
meeting for international students,
which gathered over 200 participants.
From 1999, it organised Christmas
meetings and New York’s concerts for
international staff and students.
Moreover, the JU signed new
agreements of bilateral collaboration
with the Universities: Bordeaux IV,
Montpellier I, II and III, Orleans, Freie
Universität Berlin, Purdue University,
USA, University of Illinois at Chicago,
the State University of New Jersey
– Rutgers, Beijing Foreign Studies
University, the National University
of Singapore, Indiana University,
Bloomington and a trilateral agreement
with the University of Heidelberg and
the University of Mainz.

most important new partners include
Universities in Melbourne, Lima,
Jerusalem, Haifa, Singapore, Kyoto,
Kobe, Beijing, Sankt Petersburg.
Currently, the Jagiellonian University
co-operates with 183 academic centres
within 202 bilateral agreements: 83 –
university level, 43 – faculty level, 46
– institute level and 30 – signed by the
JU Collegium Medicum. Collaboration
embraces joint research, exchange
of staff and students, participation
in various programmes as well as in
research and educational projects.
Some agreements are accompanied by
working programmes that are updated,
embracing current tendencies and
directions of collaboration and research.
Almost 57% of the agreements
concern European institutions of higher
education, ca. 17% – universities in
North and South America and 16% – in
Asia. The University’s most important
partners are the EU countries – 74
universities from 19 countries.
The JU maintains its most intensive
contacts with Germany, France, the
USA, Italy, Great Britain, Ukraine and
Spain (bilateral agreements, Program
Erasmus+, number of outgoing and
incoming visits).
In recent years bilateral exchange of
staff and students (apart from Erasmus+)
amounts to 260-280 visits per year.
These visits and bilateral agreements are
administered by the IRO’s International
Co-operation Section.
Within the last 20 years one can see
a stable increase in the number of all
outgoing visits: from 1,666 in the year
1995 to 4,825 in the year 2014, i.e.
almost a tripled increase) administered
by the IRO’s Administration and
Finances Section.
Maria Kantor

Ryoichi Sasakawa and Rector A. Pelczar signing
the agreement in 1992

The agreement with the University in Rochester signed on 15.09.1998.
From the left: W. Green, E. Hauser, T. Jackson, A. Koj,
R. Dobrowolska, M. Szymoński
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Anna Rataj and
Taras Shevchenko

On the search for traces
of the past: PhD students’
integration trip to Lviv

Polytechnic, the Potocki Palace, St. George’s Cathedral of the
Greek-Catholic Church, the Latin Cathedral, the Armenian
Cathedral with the famous fresco ‘The Funeral Procession of St
Odilo’ by J. H. Rosen, and the Market Square. It is impossible
to see everything Lviv has to offer in such a short time, but we
could at least get a taste of it. The tour was so involving that we
barely made it to the Opera on time, grabbing some traditional
Ukrainian varenikes on the way. The fascinating performance
of professional ballet dancers put us in a good mood so that
the integration could be continued for long hours, leading us to
some of the Lviv ‘must-see’ places like Kryïvka (clandestine
shelter) and Dim Legend (House of Legends).
Sunday started from the visit to the Polish Consulate
General in Lviv where we voted in the Presidential Elections
that took place in Poland on that day. An important point on
our itinerary was the Lychakiv Cemetery, a place where many
famous Polish authors, politicians and professors are buried,
and especially the Cemetery of the Defenders of Lwów who
died in Polish-Ukrainian fights over the territory of Eastern
Galicia between 1918 and 1920 (the Cemetery of Eaglets). On
the way back to Poland we stopped for a short sightseeing and
shopping at the city of Yavoriv which was a favourite residence
of the Polish King Jan III Sobieski.
What we saw and experienced in Lviv made many of
us come to the conclusion that the traces of Polishness are
still visible and perceptible in many places, embodied in the
buildings and the unique atmosphere of the city. The purpose
of the integration trip to Lviv has been fulfilled: we already
arranged a follow-up meeting and we hope to join the next
integration trip organised by the TDUJ in October 2015.
Anna Rataj
K. Dukała

A. Rataj

M. Pach

I

t has grown to a tradition for the PhD Students Association
of the Jagiellonian University (TDUJ) to organise an
integration trip twice a year with the purpose of bringing
together the PhD students from all the JU faculties and give
them an opportunity to exchange ideas and share experiences.
In May 2015, thirty-two JU doctoral students went to
Lviv, Ukraine. Before the Second World War, Lviv (in Polish:
Lwów) used to be a Polish city, the centre of the historical
region of Galicia. The historical part of Lviv has survived
largely undamaged and since 1998 it is on the UNESCO World
Heritage List for being ‘an outstanding example of the fusion
of the architectural and artistic traditions of Eastern Europe
with those of Italy and Germany’ and for having ‘attracted to it
a number of ethnic groups with different cultural and religious
traditions, who established separate yet interdependent
communities within the city, evidence for which is still
discernible in the modern townscape.’
Upon arrival in ‘the city of the Lion’ (in Latin: Leopolis),
we were quartered at the George Hotel, the oldest hotel in Lviv
that used to host many distinguished guests, among others
Honoré de Balzac, Franz Liszt, Józef Piłsudski, Maurice Ravel
and Ignacy Jan Paderewski. Its central location made it possible
to make use of the goods of the city day and night. Already
on the first evening we did some preliminary sightseeing of
the Old Town and started integration with the newly met PhD
comrades.
On Saturday morning we rushed to the Lviv Theatre of
Opera and Ballet to buy tickets for the evening performance of
‘Don Quixote’ ballet, based on episodes from the famous novel
by Miguel de Cervantes with choreography by Marius Petipa
to the music of Ludwig Minkus. The Lviv Opera is one of the
most famous landmarks of the city and it is worth admiring the
architecture of the building and attending a performance on the
main stage.
On the nearby bazar we bought some traditional and also
contemporary Ukrainian souvenirs (some of them with a
political flavour). The official sightseeing tour with a Polish
guide took place in the afternoon. We were able to see some
of the most important places in Lviv: the Svobody Prospekt
(Lviv’s central street), the Ivan Franko National University
of Lviv (former the Jan Kazimierz University), the Lviv

JU PhD students in front of the Lviv Polytechnic
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Lviv street art

50th Anniversary

of Harvard Law School Association of Europe

O

A. Rataj

n 14-17 May 2015, the Harvard Law School Association
of Europe (HLSAE) celebrated its 50th Anniversary
during the Annual Reunion in Paris. The HLSAE was
officially founded in Paris on 16 October 1965 with the purpose
of bringing together the Harvard Law School alumni in Europe.
The annual reunions have taken place uninterruptedly since
then and the number of HLSAE members has been growing
along with the number of Europeans graduating from Harvard
Law School.
The 2015 reunion was extraordinary for many reasons.
Firstly, it has been exactly 50 years since the Association was
founded. Secondly, the event was marked with the presence
of three members of the Harvard Law School Faculty: Dean
Martha Minow, Vice Dean for the Graduate Program and
International Legal Studies, Professor William P. Alford, and
Professor Charles R. Nesson, founder of the Berkman Center
for Internet & Society. Thirdly, the Reunion was attended by a
record number of participants amounting to 225 Harvard Law
School alumni and their guests from 32 countries, among them
some of the Jagiellonian University graduates: Dr Szymon
Kubiak (LL.M. in 2002), Michał Bobrzyński (LL.M. in 2009),
Dr Jacek Dybiński (LL.M. in 2012), Agata Helena Skóra
(LL.M. in 2012), Barbara Sobowska (LL.M. in 2012) and
Anna Rataj (LL.M. in 2014).
The Reunion started on Thursday, May 14, with the
Welcome reception at Café de la Paix and subsequent Class
dinners. On Friday, the participants went on a day trip to
Château de Chantilly to see one of the finest art galleries in
France and the Horse Museum. In the evening, the alumni and
their guests enjoyed French cuisine during the special dinner
cruise on the Seine in Paris.
On Saturday, the Official Program started with the
Academic Session in the George C. Marshall Center, the
building used by the US State Department as headquarters
for the administration of the Marshall Plan between 1947 and
1952. The Session was opened by the President of the HLSAE,
Henrik Rossing Lønberg (LL.M. in 2001). Then a conversation
with Dean Martha Minow took place, followed by a Q&A
session, and subsequently Vice Dean William P. Alford gave
a lecture on China’s Challenge: Legal Development in the

A. Rataj (first from the right in the front row) and her LL.M.‚
2014 classmates

A. Rataj

People’s Republic of China. After a short break, Professor
Charles R. Nesson held an interactive session in the mode
of juryX and an Interactive Panel Discussion was held on
Lawyering in the 21st Century: What Lawyers Need to Know
to Survive in a Globalized World and How to Teach It. Towards
the end of the Academic Session, Alvyda Usinskaite (LL.M.
in 2013) from Lithuania and Anna Rataj from Kraków gave
speeches on their experiences from Harvard as they were
recipients of the HLSAE scholarship in respectively 2013 and
2014. On Saturday night, the 50th Anniversary, Gala Dinner
took place at the Cercle de l’Union Interalliée in Paris, the
exact location at which the HLSAE was founded in 1965. The
Reunion finished with a farewell brunch in the Maison des
Champs Elysées on Sunday morning.
The event was an excellent occasion to meet classmates
who live and work all over Europe as well as other Harvard Law
School alumni from years of graduation ranging from 1950 to
2014. It was an opportunity to discuss not only important legal
issues but also matters of everyday life of good old friends, and
to recall our best memories from the time we spent at Harvard.
The next reunion is going to be held in May 2016 in
Copenhagen, and all HLSAE members are looking forward to it.
Anna Rataj

J. Dybiński, A. Rataj and M. Bobrzyński in Château de Chantilly

Jagiellonian University and HLS graduates J. Dybiński, A. Rataj
and M. Bobrzyński at the George C. Marshall Center in Paris
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EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT
AT THE JAGIELLONIAN UNIVERSITY

T

Disability Support Service

he JU Disability Support Service may be the largest of
such services at a Polish university, yet contrary to its
name it currently assists not just persons with physical
disabilities but also those students who experience mentalhealth and adaptation difficulties. The support offered by the
staff of the DSS extends also to university personnel who
experience difficulties at work, excessive stress or various
personal issues. Importantly, all such circumstances – related
to both students and staff – have an impact on how they
function in the academic context, on their mutual relations and
professional co-operation.

The Constellation Leo
Since 2010, the Jagiellonian University has been involved
in a broad range of activities aimed at preventing mental ill
health known as ‘The Constellation Leo.’ Initially, they were
EU-funded measures under the Human Capital Operational
Programme and then all such good practices became a
financial responsibility of the University itself as the support
programmes and standards proved to be highly valuable in the
daily operation of the Service and the assistance it offered to
persons experiencing various crises.
A few years ago one had to be as courageous as a lion
to admit having mental-health or adaptation problems in the
academic community, a fact which inspired the mascot of the
programme. Today, however, the level of the trust students and
personnel have in the Service staff providing support and the
programme itself is so high that they request support under
their own names. This marks an important change towards
building a climate of understanding and effective support for
those who need it as well as some sober normality in which
their mental issues are approached. Obviously, those who
do experience fear of disclosure, can always request support
under a false name and they will receive it.

Braille display

various problems themselves. Assistance is available under the
Constellation Station initiative, which is co-ordinated by the
JU Disability Support Service but co-delivered jointly with the
JU Student Union, the Bratniak Foundation and the Rector’s
Proxy for students’ safety and security.
The support delivered consists of a face-to-face
conversation, that is a meeting between a person with
therapeutic qualifications (a psychologist or psychiatrist) and a
person who needs support. Such a conversation is not a therapy,
however, and takes place not at a specialist healthcare unit but
in an environment neutral for the student or staff member, at
the office of the Disability Support Service or the students’ hall
of residence where the Bratniak Foundation is located. As it
turns out, this is important and has a positive impact on the
popularity of the initiative in the academic community, which
is very high, and appointments must sometimes be made a
month in advance. If it transpires during the meeting that a
given person needs specialist assistance, he/she will be referred
to a relevant medical centre.

Physical disabilities

As already mentioned, support is also sought now by
university staff. Sometimes they are concerned about the
mental health of their students and sometimes they experience

Those who experience mental crises currently make the
largest student group requesting support from the Disability
Support Service. The Service staff, however, implement all the
standards of support for persons with physical disabilities, that
is blind and partially sighted persons as well as those deaf and
hard of hearing, with mobility disabilities and students with
learning difficulties.
The Service has well-equipped facilities, thanks to which
the users are able to choose the most relevant technical
aids given their needs, including state-of-the-art electronic
mobile devices from the area of assistive technologies. Deaf
persons can have lectures/courses interpreted into Polish Sign
Language and those with mobility disabilities will attend
lectures/courses delivered in accessible buildings. The scope
of the support is regulated by a relevant ordinance by the
Jagiellonian University Rector.
More details, also in English, can be found at
www.don.uj.edu.pl
Katarzyna Duraj-Per
JU Disability Support Service

Disability Support Service

Constellation Station

The mascot of the programme
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was fortunate enough to receive
one of the two-month research
grants at the Ruhr-Universität
Bochum (RUB). The grant was
funded by the German university to
commemorate more than thirty years
of fruitful co-operation between the
RUB and the Jagiellonian University
(JU). Additionally, both the RUB and
the JU have recently celebrated their
founding anniversaries: 50th and 750th
accordingly. Young meets old.
I am a PhD candidate in political
science, so the natural path for me was
the Department of Comparative Politics
led by Professor Reiner Eisling. Besides
him there are five other people working
there and all of them were really helpful
and gave me really nice feedback. The
department focuses mostly on lobbing
and interest group activities on the
European Union level – a topic that is
less familiar in Poland. Nonetheless we
decided that our joint research should
have common ground between research
interests of mine and that of the RUB.
We developed a project that would
evaluate the relationship between trade
unions and political parties in Poland.
What was very important to me is that
I will be able to use our findings in
my dissertation and publish them in a
scientific journal.
Now something about Bochum. It is
located in the North Rhine-Westphalia,
within the famous Ruhr Area,
Germany’s former primary location for
coal mining and steel industry. It is both
the most populous and the most densely
populated of the 16 federal states in

Bochum Audimax

Germany. 17.5 million people live on
an area of 34,110 square kilometers
(514 inhabitants/sq. km), more than in
the Netherlands, Belgium, the Czech
Republic, Hungary or Sweden.
Bochum is less known than its bigger
neighbors – Dortmund or Essen, but the
central location between these two cities
makes Bochum very well connected
when it comes to public transport, not
to mention highways. Bochum is a very
quiet city and one would be surprised
to hear that it is inhabited by more
than 361,000 people. What shocked
me right away after my arrival was the
quietness, perhaps calmness of the city,
especially in the evening. You will not
meet a lot of people strolling down the

city after 8 pm. Bochum’s old town is
also relatively small. It consists of a
pedestrian zone with cafes, high-end
shops and historic churches. Bochum
has one of Germany’s best known
theatres and there are various museums
around.
The RUB is located in the very south
of the city. You need to take the subway
U35 (known also as the Campus Line)
from the main station. The view over
the university is absolutely staggering.
Unlike many older German universities,
the buildings of the RUB are all
centralized on one campus consisting
of fourteen almost identical massive
high-rise buildings. One striking feature
of these buildings is that although

Bochum team, from the left: P. Kamiński
P. Kamiński

P. Kamiński

A two-month
research stay
at Ruhr-Universität
Bochum
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Medical Development
in Europe

their roofs are all at the same apparent height (sky level),
the absolute heights of the buildings vary in accordance with
their placement on the undulating landscape in which the
university is located: the campus is at the edge of a green belt
on high ground adjacent to the Ruhr valley. As I was told, the
arrangement of the buildings is supposed to resemble ‘a harbour
of knowledge.’ Frankly speaking, I failed to see the similarity
:). The numbers are impressive though: 20 faculties, 42,718
students, 5,693 postgraduates and 510 doctoral candidates,
making it one of the biggest universities in Germany.
One should not forget that doing research in Germany is
completely different than in Poland. Firstly, academics have
time to work on their projects and are paid for it. They do not
teach many classes and most of them have a lot of work in their
areas of interests. For a Polish young scholar it was an amazing
experience working in an office full of postgraduates involved
in a joint project every day for 8 hours. Particularly, I owe
a debt of gratitude to Dr Patrycja Rozbicka for her patience,
encouragement and constant thought-provoking discussions.
I learned a lot, not only how to conduct proper research, but
also how to manage classes and make them really interesting
for students. The scientific activities were really productive.
Besides working with my colleagues I really enjoyed the
neighbourhood. I was lucky to find a room at the recently
rebuilt student dormitory ‘Auf der Papenburg’ which is 10
minutes from the campus and is surrounded by the beautiful
forest. Walking to the university allowed me to commune with
nature. Moreover, the fact that some of Germany’s biggest
cities, such as Düsseldorf and Cologne were about a one-hourtrip by train gave me an opportunity to sightsee a lot.
Paweł Kamiński

J. Sawicz

P. Kamiński

O

n 9 January 2015, the seventh edition of the Medical
Development in Europe Programme was ended. It
was co-organised by the Faculty of Medicine of the
Jagiellonian University, the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm,
Sweden, and the University of Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy.
The main presumption of the programme was participation
of groups of students from each of the above mentioned
universities in a cycle of theoretical and practical courses
embracing the current problems of pre-clinical and clinical
medicine conducted at each of the three universities.
The main organiser of the current edition of the programme
at the Jagiellonian University was the Vice-Dean for Scientific
Research and International Co-operation of the Faculty of
Medicine Prof. Tomasz Brzozowski. Last year the programme
was organised under the patronage of the Dean of the JU
Faculty of Medicine Prof. Tomasz Grodzicki.
The medical students of this year’s winter group included 15
students from the Jagiellonian University, including 3 students
from the English programme of medicine, 18 students from
the Karolinska Institute and 13 students from Cagliari. The
lectures, practical courses conducted in the JU medical clinics
and seminars which served to solve problems and clinical cases
in integrated student groups were conducted by the academic
staff of the JU Institute of Cardiology under the supervision of
Prof. Piotr Podolec, the JU Department of Metabolic Diseases
under the supervision of Prof. Maciej Małecki and the JU
Department of Paediatrics, Gastroenterology and Nutrition
directed by Prof. Krzysztof Fyderek as well as the JU Chair
of Physiology.
The course is of a prestigious character for the Jagiellonian
University because of current trends aiming at the
internationalisation of teaching medicine and the possibilities
for the JU students of medicine to become acquainted with
various ways of teaching medicine at these renowned European
universities.
It is worth noticing that every year the programme attracts
more students of medicine at the Jagiellonian University.
This is confirmed by the high evaluation of the value of the
discussed medical issues by the participants of the programme.
Tomasz Brzozowski

Participants of the programme
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A. Wojnar

O

US Ambassador
to Poland lectures at JU
diplomatic efforts on Iran, managed
the State Department’s crisis response
during the Russian-Georgian war of
August 2008, and led negotiations on a
range of U.S. national security issues,
including the agreement permitting
the flight of U.S. military resupply
flights to Afghanistan through Russian
airspace. At the beginning of the Obama
administration, he led and exercised the
authorities of the Office of the Under
Secretary for International Security
Affairs and Arms Control pending the
arrival of a permanent Under Secretary.
Mr Mull served as Acting Assistant
Secretary of State for PoliticalMilitary Affairs from January 2007
through August 2008. He served as
U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of
Lithuania 2003-2006, and was Deputy
Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in
Jakarta, Indonesia 2000-2003. His other
overseas assignments were in Poland,
South Africa and the Bahamas.
M. Kantor

Iraq. Poland understands that freedom
is not given forever. The other issues
the Ambassador mentioned included
the exchange of data, coordinated
humanitarian help or the role of
economic sanctions imposed on Russia
as well as the conflicts in Ukraine and
Syria.
Ambassador Mull’s speech was
followed by questions. They concerned
the issues of freedom, the structure
of NATO, the conflict in Syria as well
as a personal question concerning the
Ambassador’s diplomatic career.
Stephen Mull was confirmed as U.S.
Ambassador to the Republic of Poland
on September 22, 2012, and sworn in
by Secretary Clinton on October 24.
He served as Executive Secretary of the
State Department from June 21, 2010
until October 5, 2012. Before then, he
had served from August 2008 as Senior
Advisor to Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs William Burns, in
which capacity he coordinated U.S.
A. Wojnar

n 16 December
2014, the
Jagiellonian University hosted
His Excellency Mr Stephen
Mull, US Ambassador to Poland in
Warsaw. He was accompanied by
the United States Consul General in
Kraków Mrs Ellen Germain, Public
Affairs Officer Mr Brian George and
Vice-Consul Colin Barry Guard. Firstly,
the delegation had a meeting with the JU
Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak who spoke
about the University’s past and current
investments as well as its contacts with
American academic centres.
Then Ambassador Mull delivered a
lecture entitled ‘Next Steps in the U.S.Polish Security Relationship Following
the NATO Summit’ in the aula hall of
Collegium Novum. His lecture was
preceded by an introduction given by the
JU Vice-Rector for Educational Affairs
Prof. Andrzej Mania who focused on
several aspects of the current political
situation in Europe.
In his speech Ambassador Mull
spoke about the increased number of
U.S. military units stationing in Poland,
including 3,000 US soldiers participating
in various military trainings. He stressed
that Poland and the USA intensified their
relationships within the programme of
solidarity and partnership, working out
plans of joint military operations and
training, support for the modernisation
of the Polish army as well as the process
of information exchange. In his opinion
the continuous presence of NATO in
Poland and the Baltic countries is very
important. The next NATO summit will
be held in Warsaw in 2016.
Ambassador Mull also said that
Poland was a model for other allies of
the United States. Polish military units
served in the Balkan countries and

E. Germain, S. Mull, W. Nowak and A. Mania

Ambassador Stephen Mull
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Department of Medical Biotechnology

A VISIT TO KIEV

K
O

Department of Medical Biotechnology

n 27 January 2015, the Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology of the Jagiellonian
University hosted Prof. Irving L. Weissman who has
achieved international recognition in the area of stem cells.
He was invited to visit the Jagiellonian University by the
Department of Medical Biotechnology.
In front of a full audience (over 400 people came from
Poland), Prof. Weissman delivered a lecture entitled ‘Normal
and Neoplastic Stem Cells.’ Then he met the staff and PhD
candidates of the Department of Medical Biotechnology. The
other members of the meeting included the authorities of the
JU Faculty Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology:
Prof. Zbigniew Madeja, Dean,
and Prof. Jolanta Jura, Vice-Dean
for research and international cooperation. The meeting focused on
sharing research experiences and
presenting the results of research
on stem cells conducted by the
team of the Department of Medical
Biotechnology under the supervision
of Prof. Józef Dulak and Prof.
Alicja Józkowicz. The participants
of the meeting also discussed
collaboration between Polish and
American research centres.
Prof. Weissman received his
medical degree from Stanford in
A. Józkowicz, I. Weissman,
1965, and four years later joined
J. Dulak
the faculty. In addition to being the
Virginia and D. K. Ludwig Professor for Clinical Investigation
in Cancer Research, he is a professor of pathology and
developmental biology, and, by courtesy, professor of
neurosurgery and of biological sciences. He has directed the
Institute Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine at
Stanford School of Medicine since its founding, providing
vision and leadership to build stem cell programmes. In 1988,
Prof. Weissman became the first to isolate in pure form any
stem cell in any species when he isolated the hematopoietic
or blood-forming stem cell in mice. He subsequently isolated
the human hematopoietic stem cell, the human neuronal stem
cell and the human leukemia stem cell. His work has opened
up an entirely new area of scientific research with enormous
potential for life-saving therapies.
Joanna Uchto
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W. Węglewicz at the
Majdan square

W. Węglewicz

Prof. Irving L.
Weissman visits JU

iev (Kyiv) is one of the most beautiful cities in
Eastern Europe and a significant research centre in
Ukraine. I had the opportunity to see this for myself
as a participant of the exchange scheme within the agreement
signed between the Jagiellonian University and the Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. The agreement
was signed in 2012, and envisages short-term exchange visits
of academic staff and doctoral students. The co-ordinator
of the exchange is the International Relations Office of the
Jagiellonian University (Dr Maria Kantor) and the Office for
International Co-operation of the Taras Shevchenko National
University of Kyiv (Dr Andrij Kravchenko).
My research stay in Kiev lasted a week, from 23 till 29
March 2015. I was at the Faculty of History where I delivered
a lecture on the history of the Ukrainian prisoners-of-war and
internees in Polish war camps in the years 1918–1920 (this
issue is the subject of my doctoral dissertation). The topic is
known only to a small group of historians (both in Poland
and Ukraine). It embraces the history of the Ukrainian people
living in Eastern Galicia, who after the break-out of the PolishUkrainian War in November 1918 were captured by the Polish
Army or were interned by the Polish civic authorities and then
held in the camps in Dąbie near Kraków, Wadowice, Łańcut,
Tuchola and other places. My lecture was held within the
framework of the discussion club functioning at the Faculty of
History at the University of Kyiv. The meeting gathered over
50 participants, both students and academic staff as well as the
Dean of the Faculty of History Prof. Ivan Patrylak. My talk was
received with interest and was followed by a vivid discussion:

over 20 questions from students (the questions concerned the
presence of women in the camps, the relationships between
the Ukrainian and Russian prisoners of war, attempts to escape
from the camps, epidemics among the prisoners and many
others).
The Faculty of History is located in the main building of
the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, which was
erected in the 1830s. It is a huge three storey construction in
the late Classicism, forming a square enclosing a courtyard.
The interior of the building is magnificent. The halls are very
large. The long corridors with the rectors’ and professors’
portraits hanging on the walls as well as the main hall with
columns and marble floors are impressive.
As for my accommodation I stayed in a students’ house
of residence located on the Campus. The house was occupied
by international students, mostly from the Arab countries and
China.
During my research stay in Kiev I had the chance to
visit three important research institutions. The first one was
the Institute of Ukrainian History of the Ukrainian Academy
of Sciences. In its library I searched for books and articles
concerning the history of Ukraine in the years 1917–1921,
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W. Węglewicz
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Prof. I. Patrylak and W. Węglewicz

which would be useful for my dissertation. The second
institution was the Central State Archive of Supreme Bodies
of Power, where I looked for materials related to the Ukrainian
prisoners of war in Poland. Despite unfavourable conditions
(high prices for taking photos of the documents – 2 USD per
page, and consequently, the necessity of copying the documents
by hand) I found valuable materials concerning the stay of the
Ukrainian prisoners in the camps in Dąbie and Wadowice at
the beginning of 1919.
The third institution was the V. I. Vernadsky National
Library of Ukraine. It is the biggest library in Ukraine,
collecting all writings in Ukrainian.
I can say that as far as the research aspect of my stay in
Kiev is concerned it was very intensive and definitely fruitful.
Besides that I had some free time to visit the city. Kiev is very
nice and despite the recent damages numerous monuments
of its old architecture have been preserved. I visited Saint
Sophia’s Cathedral, walked along the famous Andriyivskyy
Descent with the house of the famous Russian writer Mikhail
Bulgakov, Khreshchatyk Street (the main street of Kiev) and
Maidan Nezalezhnosti (Independence Square) where one can
still see lit candles and an exhibition showing the fighting in
the Donbass region.
Speaking about the conflict in the Donbass, I would like
to mention that during my stay in Kiev I did not feel any war
atmosphere. The city’s life seems normal (at weekends there
were many people walking or sitting in restaurants) although I
could notice a large number of Ukrainian soldiers or volunteers
patrolling the city. What was a sad sight was the soldiers saying
goodbye to their spouses, children and parents at the railway
Station.
Summing up, my research stay at the Taras Shevchenko
National University of Kyiv was very valuable. I have gained
many experiences for my public presentation of the results
of my research. Furthermore, I was able to obtain important
sources to my doctoral dissertation.
Wiktor Węglewicz

EDUCATIONAL FAIR IN LISBON

From the left: Prof. B. Misztal, Dr A. Kostrzewa-Misztal, A. Halicki,
N. Styczyńska and Prof. Z. Mach

N. Styczyńska

N. Styczyńska

N. Styczyńska

O

n 11-14 March 2015, the Jagiellonian University
presented its educational offer during the international
fair Futuralia 2015 organised in Lisbon. The JU stand
was part of the Polish stand, which was one of the largest
stands at the fair and which attracted hundreds of young
Portuguese. The fair was opened by the Portuguese Minister
of Education, Higher Education and Science Mr Nuno Crato,
and the Polish ‘island,’ including the stand of the Jagiellonian
University, was officially opened by the Ambassador of Poland
to Portugal Professor Bronisław Misztal and Professor Marek
Tukiendorf, Rector of the Technical University of Opole, who
is Coordinator for International Cooperation of the Conference
of Rectors of Polish Technical Universities.
The Polish Minister of Administration and Digitization Mr
Andrzej Halicki visited the Polish stand as well. The promotion
of the JU in Portugal was supported by the Embassy of the
Republic of Poland in Lisbon by preparing press materials,
translating leaflets and baking the traditional Polish mazurek
cakes additionally stimulating talks about Polish culture and
tradition that was interesting to potential candidates for studies.
Those who visited the JU stand embraced young people
who thought of studying abroad as well as their relatives and
friends. They were informed about the admission procedures,
academic life and possibilities of research and international
contacts. Young Portuguese were mainly interested in
programmes in biotechnology, medicine and social sciences.
They also wanted to know about the so-called joint and double
degree programmes, which would enable them to study at
the Jagiellonian University and a partner university. Upon
graduation they could receive double diplomas.
The Jagiellonian University also presented its educational
offer in a seminar organised at the Catholic University of
Portugal during which Prof. Zdzisław Mach, JU Rector’s
Proxy for international relations, delivered a lecture entitled
‘Disintegration challenges and integration responses within the

Z. Mach, A. Kostrzewa-Misztal, S. Ribeiro

Jagiellonian University stand
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European Union.’The discussion after the lecture was conducted
by Professor Sonia Ribeiro while Dr Anna Kostrzewa-Misztal,
Counsellor of the Embassy of the Republic of Poland in
Lisbon, spoke about international economic aspects. The
participants of the seminar were not only interested in the
presented interpretation of the causes of the current economic
crisis but also in their potential repercussions and influence
on the future of the European Union. The seminar was also
attended by Portuguese students. Since 2014, the JU Institute
of European Studies has offered a two year Master programme
in co-operation with the Institute of Political Sciences of the
Catholic University of Portugal.
Natasza Styczyńska

J. Sawicz

A JU international
doctoral student
best in Poland

T
GRADUATION

at the School of Medicine

O

J. Sawicz

n 16 May 2015, in the aula of Collegium Novum there
was a graduation ceremony in the School of Medicine in
English at the Jagiellonian University. After four years
of studies 34 international students from Canada, the United
States and Lebanon received their degree of Medical Doctor
recognized internationally. The ceremony was presided over by
the JU Vice-Rector for Collegium Medicum Prof. Piotr Laidler.
The alumni chose the best lecturers of pre-clinical and
clinical courses: Prof. Ralph Józefowicz (neurology), Dr
Wiesława Klimek-Piotrowska (anatomy), Dr Marcin Sobociński
(internal diseases) and Dr Piotr Kruczek (neonatology). The
best clinical unit was the Pathology and New Born Intensive
Care Unit of the Children’s University Hospital. The alumni
also evaluated highly the courses of neurology and oncology.
All of the graduates are invited to join the JU Medical Alumni
Club, which was initiated three years ago.
The JU Medical College is accredited by the Accreditation
Commission for Medical Schools and enjoys accreditation by
the U.S. Department of Education. Our students are eligible to
complete clinical rotation in approved teaching hospitals and
our graduates are eligible to enter postgraduate training and
apply for licensure in Canada and the US (including the State
of California), as well as in European countries.
Maciej Rogala

Peter Bleszyński from Canada receiving a Doctor of Medicine
Honors diploma from Prof. Laidler

Perspektywy

Graduates in the courtyard of Collegium Maius

he INTERSTUDENT contest is a pioneering initiative
of the programme ‘Study in Poland’ conducted by the
Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland
(KRASP) and the Educational Foundation ‘Perspektywy.’
Its aim is to promote the best international students studying
in Poland. Their number exceeds 40,000 which is 2.74% of
all the students in Poland. The biggest groups of foreigners
studying in Poland come from Ukraine, Belarus, Norway,
Spain and Sweden.
This year over 120 names of candidates for the prestigious
awards in four categories: Best Bachelor Student, Best Master
Student, Best Doctoral Student and Most Popular Student,
were sent to the organisers of the contest. The winners in these
categories were respectively: Vitaliy Smygur from Ukraine,
studying at the Maria Skłodowska-Curie University of Lublin,
Gabrielle Karpinsky from the USA, studying at the Medical
University of Gdańsk, Ghanshyambhai Khatri from India,
studying at the Jagiellonian University, and Hugues Gentillion
from Haiti, studying at the Medical University of Łódź.

Ghanshyambhai Khatri second from the right

The candidature of the Indian student was sent by Prof.
Paweł Moskal, co-ordinator of the International PhD Studies
in Applied Nuclear Physics and Innovative Technologies
conducted at the Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied
Computer Science of the Jagiellonian University in the
framework of the International PhD Programme run by the
Foundation for Polish Science based on the European Structural
Funds. Mr Khatri is enrolled in this PhD Programme as a
holder of the scholarship of the Foundation for Polish Science.
His project title is ‘Investigation of deuteron disintegration.’
The primordial aim of the PhD studies is the transfer to the
industrial applications of the most advanced radiation detection
as well as electronics and computing methods developed
for the needs of nuclear and particle physics experiments.
The project aims at the synergetic and effective interplay of
fundamental and applied science. A synergy which will allow
the PhD students to become highly qualified experts, with a
broad research horizon, prepared to cope with most up-todate technologies of nuclear and particle physics in modern
industrial and environmental applications.
Mr Khatri’s has also participated in experiments conducted
in the Bronowice Cyclotron Centre in Kraków, which is a part
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of the Henryk Niewodniczański Institute of Nuclear Physics of
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Kraków. Its activities focus
on experiments in nuclear physics, medical physics, dosimetry,
microdosimetry, radiobiology and materials engineering,
production of radionuclides for research purposes as well
as the development of clinical and scientific infrastructure
intended for a non-invasive tumour treatment.
It should be stressed that he speaks Polish very well and
has become integrated in the Polish student environment and
culture. He also organises culinary meetings for students
presenting the Indian cuisine. He is a leading figure among

the JU doctoral students, helping both Polish and international
students to overcome stereotypes and open themselves to other
cultures and customs. In his interviews given after winning
the Interstudent award Mr Khatri stresses that he has been
interested in physics since his early days, reading about the
Polish astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus and the famous Polish
physicist and chemist Maria Skłodowska-Curie. His future
plans are related to research and staying in Poland.
www.ips.if.uj.edu.pl
M. Kantor,
based on the ‘Study in Poland’ Newsletter

CONCERTS OF NÜRNBERG MADRIGALCHOR

W

Galatea’ by Handel as well as ‘Dido Aeneas’ and ‘Fairy Queen’
by Henry Purcell. In 2011, the choir performed with great
success Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle, which was released
on a CD. The Choir also performed Arthur Honegger’s King
David. In May 2015, the Madrigal Choir is participating in the
musical contest ‘Cantarode’ in Kerkrade, Holland.
Prof. Alfons Brandl graduated from the Munich Music
College and Ludwig-Maximilian University of Munich
(choral conducting). Then he had vocal studies with Margaret
Langen. From 1980 he was the first tenor of the internationally
known group ‘Die Singphoniker,’ leaving the group in 2008
and having by that time appeared on 31 recordings with the
ensemble. Prof. Brandl still appears regularly as a soloist in
high-profile concerts all over the world, singing music from
J.S. Bach, Handel, and Mozart to the 20th century fare, like
Orff’s Carmina Burana, a speciality of his which he (as the
Swan) has sung more than 60 times in concert. He recorded
ca. 100 multi-voiced songs by Franz Schubert, for which he
has provided scholarly analyses. Since 2009, he has been VicePresident of the Nuremberg University of Music.
Let us add that the Madrigal Choir and the Jagiellonian
Choir gave a joint concert in the Collegiate Church of St Anne
in Kraków on 22 January 2015. Both concerts were financially
supported by the Polish-German Youth Collaboration.
The agreement between the Jagiellonian University and
Studentenwerk Erlangen-Nuremberg was signed in 1997.
It concerns regular student mobility, cultural, artistic and
sports exchange as well as the exchange of social experiences
between Polish and German students.
M. Kantor

A. Wojnar

ithin the framework of collaboration between the
Jagiellonian University and the Studentenwerk
Erlangen- Nürnberg, a concert of Christmas carols
and songs performed by the Madrigal Choir of the Nuremberg
University of Music was held in the aula of the JU Collegium
Novum on 20 January 2015. The organiser of the concert was
the Jagiellonian University Choir Camerata Jagellonica.
The programme of the concert embraced musical works
focused on the theme of Magnus misterium – the great events
related to the Annunciation and the Nativity of Jesus Christ.
These musical pieces included various versions of O magnum
mysterium by Tomas Luis de Victoria, Francis Poulenc,
Lorenzo Donati and Morten Lauridsen and the motet by
Giovanni P. da Palestrina. Moreover, the Madrigal Choir sang
the most popular German carol ‘Es ist ein Ros entsprungen’
[A rose has sprung up] by Ludwig Thomas (the end of the
16th century), the traditional Swedish carol ‘Jul, jul, strålande
Jul’ [Christmas, Christmas, glorious Christmas] arr. Gustav
Gunsenheimer, folk songs ‘Es blühen die Maien’ by Franz
Biebl and ‘Still, oh Himmel’ by L. Thomas as well as the
Polish carol ‘Gdy się Chrystus rodzi,’ arr. Józef Świder. All of
the performed pieces were conducted by Prof. Alfons Brandl
from the Nuremberg University of Music.
The Madrigal Choir of the Nuremberg University of
Music was founded in 2007 by Prof. Brandl. It consists of 2028 students from different faculties. They perform works of
old music. Their repertoire includes the works of Benjamin
Britten, Max Beckschäfer, Francis Poulenc, Jaako Mäntyjärvi,
Eric Whitacre, Morten Lauridsen, Nils Lindberg, and others.
Recently the Choir recorded the Baroque operas ‘Acis and

Prof. Alfons Brandl
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Madrigal Choir of the Nuremberg University of Music

Z. Rudnicka

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’ WELCOME MEETING
The presentation of Krzysztof Byrski ‘Studying at the
Jagiellonian University’ obviously attracted the students’
attention as it focused on the formalities and practical aspects
of studying: on-line registration to courses, ID cards, learning
agreements or certificates. It was followed by questions.

Erasmus+ in 2014/15 at the JU
1,170
657
609
100

agreements
incoming students
outgoing students
outgoing internships

146 teaching staff mobility
54 administrative staff mobility
226 courses in English

In the academic year 2014/15 there are 657 Erasmus
students (400 female and 257 male) from 26 countries.
Z. Rudnicka

O

n 23 February 2015, the Jagiellonian University
welcomed its Erasmus incoming and other foreign
students for the summer semester 2015. The official
meeting was held in the aula of Collegium Novum. On behalf
of the Jagiellonian University words of welcome were given
by Prof. Andrzej Mania, Vice-Rector for Educational Affairs.
He spoke about the past and future of the University, its old
and new campuses and benefits of having foreign students at
university. He also encouraged the gathered students to find
their own ways at the Jagiellonian University and ensured
them that the JU staff would do their best to provide quality
courses.
Then Mrs Marta Bednarska-Ganobis, the new Head of the
International Students Office greeted the students. In turn, Mrs
Katarzyna Jurzak-Mączka, Rector’s Proxy for student security
and safety, presented the JU safety rules and disciplinary
measures. Her speech was followed by presentations of Mr
Ireneusz Białek and Mrs Dagmara Nowak-Adamczyk from
the JU Disability Support Service. Mr Białek explained the
mission of the Disability Support Service, i.e. to provide
equal opportunities for people with disabilities through the
development and implementation of reasonable adjustments
aimed at ensuring their equal treatment in access to education
while Mrs Nowak-Adamczyk spoke about a JU initiative
for students and staff called ‘Constellation Station,’ offering
opportunities to talk about their mental-health difficulties that
have a negative impact on studies and work. Constellation
Station is part of a wider JU programme called Constellation
Leo, aiming at the promotion and prophylaxis of mental
health in the academic community.
The President of the ESN Szymon Brylski talked about
the ESN, which embraces 480 universities in 37 countries,
working on the international, national and local level and its
motto being ‘Students helping students.’ The ESN UJ Kraków
has 50 members and organises 150 events per semester. The
attractions of the Orientation Week, including a visit to the
Jagiellonian Library and university campuses, City Game,
sightseeing tours, various parties (Tram Party, i.e. 2- hour trip
in an old tram where you can drink, have fun and socialize
with people or Language Evening – meeting in a club where
the tables have been assigned to different nationalities so
that students can talk to native speakers), ESN drama, ESN
Band, sports activities and planned trips were shown by
Hanna Kochańska and Helena Nowicka, co-ordinators of the
Orientation Week Summer Semester.
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Erasmus incoming students according to nationality –
in 2014/ 2015
Belgian
Slovenian
British
Swedish
Irish
Latvian
Portuguese
Maltese
Swiss
Finish
Norwegian
Cypriot
Macedonian
TOTAL

7
6
6
5
5
5
4
3
1
1
1
1
1

R. Galea

116
113
83
83
56
27
25
24
15
15
15
13
9
9
8

Trying the yummy zapiekanka in Kazimierz

657

Z. Rudnicka

German
Spanish
French
Italian
Turkish
Hungarian
Dutch
Czech
Romanian
Slovakian
Croatian
Greek
Austrian
Bulgarian
Lithuanian

Erasmus students in front of the Wawel Castle

Erasmus incoming students according to JU faculty
International and Political Studies
Management and Social Communication
Philosophical
Law and Administration
Philological
Historical
Polish Studies
Biology and Earth Sciences
Medicine
Chemistry
Pharmacy
Mathematics and Computer Sciences
Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer Science
Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology
Health Sciences
Inter-faculty units
Total

129
100
97
94
84
46
27
25
21
10
9
4
4
3
2
2
657

In the summer of 2015 the Erasmus incoming students
can enrol in over 200 courses conducted in English, French,
Spanish, German, Russian at the Jagiellonian University.
Krzysztof Byrski, Maria Kantor
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MALTESE STUDENTS’
EXPERIENCE AT JU

E

rasmus is a great experience and not one to be missed
as it is the perfect combination of academic and
personal growth. It enables us to foster a greater sense
of independence as it is up to us to make day to day decisions
and prioritise tasks. Erasmus was way more than a social
experience. We had the opportunity to meet new people and
make friends from all over Europe, namely from Italy, Greece,
Turkey, Spain and also locals. We were also lucky enough to
carry out activities for the first time such as skiing on the Tatra
Mountains, visiting new places in Poland such as Warsaw and
Wroclaw and learning some basic words in Polish.
Living in Kraków for three/four months of 2014/15 was the
best experience of our lives. The reason is simple – Kraków
is a beautiful city with a majestic main square and it is also
a very authentic city. The places of interest in this city such
as St Mary’s Basilica, the Cloth Hall and Wawel Castle are
breath-taking. Moreover, Kraków can also be considered
as one of the best European cities – consisting of beautiful
old buildings, a beuatiful
landscape, with the right
mix of green areas, and for
the ladies (Roberta speaking
here) great places for
shopping. As young people
on Erasmus we deifnitely
cannot fail to mention the
large amount of students
that study in Kraków, which
automatically
provides
for great nightlife. In fact,
Kraków has a vibrant night
R. Galea
life with literally hundreds of
Pieskowa Skała
pubs and clubs concentrated
in an area of about one square
kilometer – Na zdrowie!!
 If you’re still a student
who wants to study in a city
which will make you grow
academically while also
enjoying yourself to the full,
Kraków is the place to be.
We are proud to say that we
now consider Kraków as our
second home.

