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JU Foundation Day on 12 May
Maria Kantor

boldly call it ‘fulfilment of our desires. […] we are proud of this
endeavour since one of the most important and most modern
centres in our country for conducting research and teaching has
been constructed,’ emphasised the Rector.
Special medals Scientiae et Tempori Futuro (For Science and
Future) were given to all those who contributed to the creation
and construction of the campus. The final event of the official
ceremony was the unveiling of a commemorative tablet in the
Faculty of Chemistry – the last building erected on the campus,
dedicated to Prof. Karol Olszewski, who had worked at JU at the
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries (in 1883, Olszewski together
with Zygmunt Wróblewski were the first in the world to liquefy
oxygen, nitrogen and carbon dioxide).
On the morning of 12 May, the authorities of the Jagiellonian
University deposed wreaths on the tombs of the University’s
Founders: King Casimir the Great, Queen Jadwiga and King
Władysław Jagiełło, in the Wawel Cathedral. The rest of the
day was organised as a JU Open Day on the new campus. The
seven JU faculties located on the campus as well as the National
Synchrotron Radiation Centre SOLARIS, the Małopolska Centre

International Relations Office
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A. Wojnar

n 11-12 May 2018, the Jagiellonian University
celebrated its 654th anniversary of foundation. This
year the celebrations were held for the first time on the
university’s new campus, thus the completion of the campus was
symbolically stressed.
The solemn session of the JU Senate was held in the newlycompleted building of the Faculty of Chemistry on 11 May and
gathered representatives of the government and local authorities,
MPs, diplomatic corps, representatives of the world of science
and culture, architects and builders, not to mention JU staff and
students. Congratulatory notes were sent by Poland’s President
Andrzej Duda and the Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki.
In his speech, the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak referred to
the beginnings of the idea of a new campus that had originated in
the late 1970s and developed in the late 1990s. The construction
of the campus took 20 years. ‘Today a very important stage of the
history of the Jagiellonian University has been completed. We can

Presentations at the Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer Science
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A. Wojnar

W. Nowak speaking during the session of the Senate

Those who love running could take part in a charity race
‘BohateRun’ around the area of the campus (a 5- or 10 km
run). The participants of the race discovered the green parts of
the campus. Moreover, there was a family picnic with lots of
attractions for children and teenagers.
Finally, the JU Student Government organised a quiz
concerning the knowledge of the Jagiellonian University.

A. Wojnar

A. Koprowski

of Biotechnology and the Natural Sciences Education Centre
prepared numerous attractions for the JU community and
anyone who wanted to spend time on the campus.
The Open Day included lectures, presentations, workshops,
scientific shows, computer simulations, exhibitions, concerts,
competitions and games as well as walks around the campus
facilities. Participants could choose from a variety of topics.
The Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer
Science proposed experiments in the field of nanotechnology,
medical physics, electrodynamics, gravitation as well as quizzes
concerning the solar system. The scientists of the Faculty of
Mathematics and Computer Science delivered lectures on false
statements, data processing or Internet security, workshops
on stock exchange, probability theory and tools of applied
mathematics.
In turn, the students of the Faculty of Chemistry presented
chemical experiments that aimed at stimulating our senses so that
we could understand the surrounding world better and acquire
skills to use chemical knowledge in everyday life. A special event
was the placement of a time capsule in front of the building of the
Faculty of Chemistry.
The colourful stands and shows prepared by staff and
students of the Faculty of Biology drew both young and adult
public. The former could admire various animals, birds, insects
and plants as well as participate in field activities (bio-variety of
meadow ecosystems). They could also investigate animal traces
in a sandbox or learn how to draw nature. The latter could see
the laboratories of the Department of Endocrinology as well
as the Institute of Zoology and Biomedical Research. The staff
of the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology
encouraged visitors to discuss problems related to plants, light
and cells.
The Faculty of Geography and Geology invited visitors to
workshops on the quality of drinking water, trees or soil. There was
also a show with a drone used to examine the surface of the Earth.
The Faculty of Management and Social Communication
tempted visitors with film shows, computer games, photography
workshops, modern art, material design, ‘the kitchen’ of the radio
and television as well as journalism.

The ‘BohateRun’ on the campus

University news

Multimedia instalations in Solaris
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JU Honorary doctorate
for

Tad Taube

Maria Kantor

O

n 12 June 2018, the Jagiellonian University awarded Mr
Tad Taube with its honorary degree. Mr Taube, chairman
of Taube Philanthropies and board president emeritus of
the Koret Foundation in San Francisco, has been known for his
involvement in supporting Jewish academic studies, promoting
Jewish culture in Poland, Israel and the USA, and developing
Polish-Jewish and Polish-American relationships.
The Senate of the Jagiellonian University, following the
resolution adopted by the Board of the Faculty of International
and Political Studies on 17 April 2018, bestowed the JU honorary
doctorate upon Mr Tad Taube with particular respect to:
− his involvement in the revival of the Jewish community in
Poland,
− his initiatives, both in Poland and in the United States,
aiming at establishing good Polish-Jewish relationships
based on the stable foundations of a democratic civil society
as well as developing, Jewish studies in Poland, especially at
JU,
− his efforts at restoring the memory about the Jewish culture
and community in Poland,
− his work in promoting studies on the history and culture of
Polish Jews internationally.

A. Wojnar

During the conferral ceremony, the laudatory address was
given by Prof. Adam Kaźmierczyk from the JU Faculty of History.
He presented Mr Taube’s life and achievements.
Born in Kraków in 1931, Tadeusz Taube immigrated to the
United States in the summer of 1939 before the outbreak of World
War II. After studying engineering and management at Stanford
University and completing military service in the US Air Force,
he went on to be very successful as a businessman. The fortune
he amassed was then used to support various charities, academic
institutions as well as cultural and religious organisations in
California, Israel and Poland. He was on the boards of the
universities of San Francisco, Notre Dame de Namur and the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.
It is worth noting that Mr Taube supported the Hoover
Institution, which holds the largest collection of Polish archive
materials, provided by the Polish government-in-exile. He
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W. Nowak congratulating
T. Taube

A. Wojnar

International Relations Office

T. Taube
in Collegium Maius

contributed to transferring the microfilms with these materials
to Poland. In the 21st century, he has been involved with Polish
matters. He founded the Irena Sendler Memorial Award and
played an important role during the creation of the POLIN
Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw as a donor,
member of the Museum Board and initiator of its educational and
academic programmes. Thanks to his efforts, numerous Polish
and foreign donors contributed to the museum collections. This
commitment to the POLIN Museum has continued. In recent
years, Mr Taube has been the initiator and the main sponsor
of the Global Education Outreach Program, the world’s largest
educational and scientific project in Poland and Central Europe
aiming at the integration and development of Jewish studies in
the region.
Mr Taube is also the creator of the Jewish Historical Institute
in Warsaw which has undertaken the publication of the entire
Ringelblum Archive. He actively supports the Galicia Jewish
Museum, the Jewish Community Centre (JCC) and the Jewish
Culture Festival in Kraków.
Taube Philanthropies has also supported the Jagiellonian
University, its employees and students. The grants concern the
JU Holocaust Research Centre, the Institute of Jewish Studies, the
exchange programme of the Faculty of Law and Administration
and the Boalt School of Law at the University of California,
Berkeley, as well as financing scientific conferences, international
visits or publications of JU staff and graduates.
Philanthropy has become his trademark. […] The activities
of Tad Taube’s foundations stand out (and always have) when
compared with other foundations. Tadeusz Taube specifies
‘the long-range strategic objectives himself (which are often
stunningly ambitious and completely unavailable even for the
largest foundations), followed by public activity, negotiations and
the search for partners and associates who then jointly strive to
implement these major social objectives.’ […] One of Mr Taube’s
objectives is to change the way people think about the history
of Polish Jews. As he himself said, his aim is, and has always
been, that Polish Jews be considered not only in the context of
the Holocaust, but rather in the context of the rich culture that
this dynamic community had developed over its thousand-year
presence. Restoring the memory of Polish Jews is also useful
in getting to know each other better, reducing prejudice and
eliminating (or at least developing an immunity to) the persistent
stereotypical thinking, concluded Prof. Kaźmierczyk.
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Jagiellonian University at the threshold
of Poland’s independence
International Relations Office

T

he year 2018 marks the centenary of the state
of Poland regaining its independence.

JU Archive

At the end of World War I, Poland regained her
independence after 123 years of geo-political oblivion, being
divided amongst the three neighbouring powers. Poland
regained its sovereignty on 11 November 1918. This was mainly
due to the perseverance and dedication of Poles who never gave
up their dreams of regaining independence. The Polish elites
tried to instil the national consciousness in Polish peasants
and workers by developing various forms of self-education and
making efforts to maintain Polishness and the Polish language in
schools and universities.
‘The Jagiellonian University at the threshold of Poland’s
independence’ was the title of a scientific conference and
exhibition that aimed at commemorating the involvement of JU
staff and students in the heroic work and fight for their country’s
independence. The conference was held on 8 May 2018 in the main
hall of Collegium Novum and was accompanied by an exhibition
organised by the JU Museum. This important event at JU gathered
representatives of the local self-government, the municipality,
diplomatic corps, institutions of higher education, the clergy,
the army and the whole academic community. There were also
teachers and students of two grammar schools from Kraków.
The conference began with a short performance of the JU
Choir Camerata Jagellonica singing two patriotic songs written
by Bogusław Szul (1895-1920), a JU medical student and officer
of the Polish Legions, thus creating a mood of reflections on
Poland’s history.
The conference was opened by the JU Rector Prof. Wojciech
Nowak who said that the date of the conference (a few days
before the JU Foundation anniversary) was chosen on purpose to
emphasise the connection between the history of the university
and the history of Poland. He outlined the situation of the
university in the 1918/19 academic year. JU had four faculties:
Law, Theology, Medicine and Philosophy, 3,860 students and

The unveiling of the commemorative tablet in Collegium Novum
on 5.12.1925

University news

600 employees. On 31 October 1918, the JU Senate adopted a
resolution recognising the authority of the Polish government
in Warsaw over the Jagiellonian University. “It was not only an
act of great importance but also of great courage and prudence.
Thus the session of the JU Senate began on an imperial-royal
[Austrian] university and ended on a Polish university,’ said
Rector Nowak.
The first session of the conference consisted of three lectures.
The former JU Rector Prof. Franciszek Ziejka gave a lecture
entitled Alma Mater Iagellonica – Mother of Polish universities.
He spoke about the role of the Jagiellonian University in
reconstructing and developing Polish higher education after 123
years of Poland being partitioned by Russia, Austria and Prussia.
In particular, he mentioned the involvement of JU professors and
alumni in the reactivation of the University of Warsaw (67 JU
professors moved to Warsaw) as well as the universities in Lwów,
Poznań and Wilno.

The exhibition photo – M. Kantor

Maria Kantor

JU authorities in 1918–1919

In turn, Prof. Andrzej Chwalba, who specialises in modern
history and the history of Kraków, delivered a lecture ‘The fate
of the Jagiellonian University during the war (1914-1918).’ After
the outbreak of World War I in 1914, martial law was imposed
in Kraków and military censorship was introduced. Some JU
students were drafted and 600 joined the Polish Legions. Several
JU buildings were changed into hospitals. When the Russian
army withdrew from the vicinity of Kraków, JU could resume
its didactic activities in 1915. It also gave public lectures on
issues related to war: hygiene, inflections or cleanliness, and on
Poland’s history and hopes for regaining independence. Many
JU professors fulfilled important functions in the municipality
and charities. They organised humanitarian, social, medical
and moral help. Medical doctors and nurses created several
mobile hospitals and visited towns and villages in the region of
Małopolska. They managed to vaccinate against smallpox over
1.5 million people.

The JU professors’ political attitudes at the threshold
of Poland’s independence were presented by Assoc. Prof.
Przemysław M. Żukowski from the JU Archives. He described
the atmosphere and activities of the JU authorities in 19161918, focusing on the significant events in October-November
1918. He mentioned the session of the JU Senate on 14 October,
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The exhibition photo – M. Kantor

The Academic Battalion

during which it adopted a resolution supporting the manifest
of Poland’s independence, and the two meaningful words
‘Finis Austriae’ written in the register of PhD promotion on 26
October as well as the removal of a large picture of Emperor
Francis Joseph from the main hall of Collegium Novum. On
31 October 1918, the JU Senate recognised the university
as a Polish, and not imperial-royal, institution of higher
education. Summing up his talk, Prof. Żukowski stressed that
the JU professors, regardless of their political views, always
cared for the good of the Jagiellonian University, fought for
free and independent Poland and educated students in the
spirit of Polishness.
After the first session,
the JU authorities paid
homage to the JU heroic
alumni, laying wreaths
of flowers at the tablet
commemorating
218
alumni who had been killed
during the wars of 19141921, placed on the second
floor of Collegium Novum.
The second session
embraced lectures by the
Vice-Rector for University
Development Prof. Dorota
Malec concerning the role
of JU professors in creating
the law of the Second Polish
Republic, and by Assoc.
W. Godula, a JU student
Prof. Zdzisław Zblewski

talking about the stand of the Jagiellonian University towards
the idea of independence after World War II.
Finally, an exhibition prepared by the JU Museum
was opened in Collegium Novum. Its 18 boards presented
documents and photos of JU academics and students who had
fought during World War I, the activities of the JU Faculty of
Medicine as well as daily life of the Academic Battalion during
the war.
After a week the exhibition was moved to the yard of
Collegium Maius where it is accessible for visitors till 11
November 2018.

in the Polish uniform
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JU female students involved in various activities during WWI

A JU student book
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number of students. A relatively large group of
international students constitutes a small percentage
of all JU students.
In the ranking by subject (68 study fields) the
faculties of the Jagiellonian University won in 14 fields:

• law – Faculty of Law and Administration
• administration – Faculty of Law and Administration
Perspektywy

• biotechnology – Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology
• biology – Faculty of Biology
• environmental protection – Faculty of Chemistry
A. Giza-Poleszczuk (UW) and W. Nowak (JU)

JU ranked best
in Poland in 2018
Leszek Śliwa

Office of Institutional Analysis

T

his year’s Ranking of Academic HEIs2018 created and
published by the educational monthly ‘Perspektywy’ again
brought about a unique verdict: first place was given jointly
to the Jagiellonian University and the University of Warsaw. The
third place was maintained by Warsaw Technical University.
The ranking criteria were divided into
seven groups: academic reputation, alumni
employability, research potential, academic
effectiveness,
innovativeness,
studying
conditions and internationalisation. Each
criterion embraced several elements.
Out of these criteria the Jagiellonian
University enjoys the greatest prestige among
academic teachers and employers and possesses
the biggest research potential.
Of importance is the fact that JU
innovativeness was evaluated much higher than
last year (now it holds the eighth position and
was fourteenth in 2017). Thus it considerably
exceeds the University of Warsaw (17th).
In the university type category, JU shared the
first place along with the University of Warsaw.
Among medical universities, the JU Medical
College defended its first place.
As for internationalisation, the Jagiellonian
University’s place in the ranking is 11, which
is first of all the consequence of the large total

University news

• medical analytics – Faculty of Pharmacy
• physiotherapy – Faculty of Health Sciences
• cosmetology – Faculty of Pharmacy
• nursing – Faculty of Health Sciences
• public health – Faculty of Health Sciences
• dietetics – Faculty of Medicine
• obstetrics – Faculty of Health Sciences
• medicine – Faculty of Medicine
• pharmacy – Faculty of Pharmacy
Additionally, 11 study fields came in second place
and eight in third place. The ceremony of awarding the
diplomas was held in Warsaw on 29 May 2018.

JU diplomas in four categories
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Study programmes
in English in 2018/19
Maria Kantor

International Relations Office

P. Krzan

Bachelor’s programmes:
 Global and Development Studies (GLAD)
 International Relations and Area Studies
 European Studies: Politics and Society in a Global Context
 Cultural Studies
 Earth Sciences in a Changing World
 Medical Doctor for college-university students (MD)
 Management; BSC in International Management
 Doctor of Dental Surgery (DDS)
 Studies in Central and Eatsern Europe:
Histories, Cultures and Societies

New JU Campus completed
Maria Kantor

International Relations Office

O

ne of the biggest investments of the Jagiellonian
University, the third campus called ‘The Campus of
the 600th Anniversary of the Jagiellonian University
Revival,’ has been completed.
The campus is located in an area of ca. 45 hectares in the
sub-district of Pychowice. Its modern facilities have 185,000
square metres, where there are the premises of the Faculty of
Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer Science, the Faculty
of Management and Social Communication, the Institute of
Zoology, the Faculty of Mathematics and Computer Science, the
Faculty of Geography and Geology, the Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology, the Faculty of Biology, the
Małopolskie Centre of Biotechnology, the National Synchrotron
Radiation Centre SOLARIS, the Centre for Nature Education
and the Jagiellonian Centre of Innovation.
Currently, ca. 2,200 people are employed in these units.
Over 15,000 students study on the campus.
The construction of the third Jagiellonian University Campus
began in 1998. Its long-term plan was approved by the Polish
Parliament in May 2001 as the biggest investment in public
facilities in Kraków and the whole Region of Małopolska, and
supported with 600 million Polish zlotych (600 million for 600
years). Later this sum was increased to 962 million and the
period of construction extended till 2018.
However, the completion of the construction of the campus
does not mean the end of the JU investments there. They will
embrace infrastructure for students (including halls of residence)
as well as sports and recreation centres. The new sports facilities
will comprise of a gym, football field, rugby pitch as well as
volleyball and basketball courts. Two beach volleyball pitches
and four tennis courts will also be constructed. The whole sports
area will be supplemented with bike lanes, outdoor fitness and a
car park.
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Master’s Programmes:
 Drug Discovery and Development
 Environment Protection and Management
 Intellectual Property and New Technologies
 Management
 Mathematics
 Ecology and Evolution
 Molecular Biotechnology
 International Security and Development (ISAD)
 International Joint MA in International Relations:

















Europe in the Visegrad Perspective
TransAtlantic Studies
European Studies
Asian Studies
Euroculture: Europe in the Wider World (Erasmus Mundus)
The International Masters in Economy, State and Society
(IMESS) (with University College London)
The International Master in Central and East European,
Russian and Eurasian Studies
(with the University of Glasgow)
Double MA Degree in Emerging Global Europe
(with Aston University)
Governance, Leadership and Democracy Studies
(with the Universidade Católica Portuguesa)
EU-Japan Advanced Multidisciplinary Master Studies
(with Kobe University)
European Regional Studies (with the University of Tartu)
The European Politics and Society (EPS):
Vaclav Havel Joint MA
European Studies Double Degree MA
(with the University of Strasbourg)
European Studies Double Degree MA
(with the University of Vienna)
European Studies Double Degree MA
(with the University of Padova)
Interdisciplinary Programme in Polish Studies, Jewish Studies
and History

Doctoral programmes
 Biological Sciences
 Health Sciences
 Social Sciences

 Medical Sciences
 Physical Sciences
 The Humanities

Małgorzata Wokal

T

he 21st edition of the School of German Law was
completed, and its participants received diplomas during
the graduation ceremony held in Collegium Novum on
16 June 2018.
The ceremony was presided over by the JU Vice-Rector for
University Development Prof. Dorota Malec and the Dean of the
Faculty of Law and Administration Prof. Jerzy Pisuliński. Our
guest of honour was the President of the Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz Prof. Georg Krausch, who delivered a lecture
entitled “The Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz. A University
at the Heart of Europe” (Die Johannes Gutenberg-Universität
Mainz. Eine Universität im Herzen Europas). He mentioned the
history of his university (it was founded in 1477), stressing global
networking as one of the primary requirements for ensuring the
university’s competitiveness. A JGU strategic concept is to focus
on removing barriers between nations and cultures, including
its policy to support collaboration with universities in CentralEastern Europe. That is why, collaboration with the Jagiellonian
University is a vital element of the JGU internationalisation.
The graduation ceremony also gathered professors of the
Jagiellonian University, the Johannes Gutenberg University
Mainz and Heidelberg University who had conducted courses
and examinations at the School of German Law. There were also
students from Heidelberg, Mainz and Kyiv who had participated
in a Polish-German- Ukrainian scientific seminar on “The rule
of law in Europe” (Rechtsstaatlichkeit in Europa) held at the JU
Faculty of Law and Administration on 15-16 June.
The courses of the 21st edition of the School were attended by
29 students, out of whom 23 received graduation diplomas. The
best graduate was granted a scholarship for a PhD programme at
Heidelberg University, while the remaining graduates can apply
for scholarships for LL.M. studies at the partner universities in
Heidelberg and Mainz, granted by JU and the German Academic
Exchange Service (DAAD).

Features

P. Roguski

Faculty of Law and Administration

G. Krausch delivering a lecture

P. Roguski

P. Roguski

Graduation at the JU School of German Law

U. Fink, P.-Ch, Müller-Graff and K. Oplustil handing diplomas
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I. Zawiska

HEI international promotion

Joint Erasmus Staff Week in Kraków and Łódź
Izabela Zawiska

I. Zawiska

International Relations Office

I

I. Zawiska

t has become a tradition that every year the JU International
Relations Office invites administrative officers from
partner universities to discuss and foster new ideas on the
development of international co-operation and other issues
related to international activities of universities within an
Erasmus Staff Week. In 2018, we organised such a week for the
fifth time, and for the first time together with the JU Department
of Communications and Marketing and another Polish university
– the University of Lodz.
On 18-22 June 2018, our Joint Staff Training Week gathered 30
representatives of 24 various higher education institutions from
16 countries: ten European countries – Cyprus, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Lithuania, Portugal, Russia, Sweden and the
United Kingdom, as well as six non-European – China, Egypt,
Israel, Japan, Morocco and South Korea. The participants came
from the universities with which the Jagiellonian University had
signed inter-institutional agreements on co-operation within the
Erasmus+ Programme KA 103 and KA107. The latter concerned
non-European countries and Russia.
The main topic of the joint week was international marketing
and promotion of higher education institutions. We wanted to
share knowledge and best practices with staff members from JU
partner institutions.
The opening of the training was held in Kraków. The
participants were welcomed by Prof. Stanisław Kistryn, JU

International Pub Quiz
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S. Kistryn opening the Staff Training Week

Vice-Rector for Research and Structural Funds. He stressed the
importance of international relationships for the development of
universities in the in the epoch of breaking barriers and integration
of the whole world.
Then a presentation of the Jagiellonian University and its
international activities was given by Dorota Maciejowska, Head
of the JU International Relations Office. Her presentation was
followed by talks on good practices and recommendations
concerning international promotion, trends in HEI international
promotion as well as the international promotion of science and
education delivered by our colleagues from the Department of
Communications and Marketing, the Polish Universities PR and
Promotion Association (PROM) and the European Association
for International Education (EAIE).
On the third day of the training, we moved to Łódź, where we
were greeted by Prof. Antoni Różalski, Rector of the University
of Lodz, and Prof. Paweł Starosta, Vice-Rector for Domestic and
International Co-operation. The talks and presentations focused
on student-based promotional activities and building the mark
of the university using promotional materials and other available
resources, such as short promo movies, campaigns on the radio
and TV, social media, phone apps and many others. Of interest
were the projects #UniversityDiversity and SmartUni App –
Mobile Ambassadors that were implemented at the University
of Lodz. All of the participants and I found these ideas very
inspirational and hopefully, some of them could be implemented
in our institutions.
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Thank u so much for your effort throughout the
marvellous programme!
I really spent a very nice time in Poland. I suggest to
extend the programme for more than a week, to get
more benefits.
Thank you very much for organising this event! It was
a pleasure to meet you all and everything was done
greatly from the organisational point of view.
Everything was great! You took care of us so well 
I learned a lot and I will for sure implement some ideas!

Opening of the training at UL

The following universities were represented in the Joint Staff
Training Week:
Cairo University
Frederick University
Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Justus-Liebig-University Giessen
Korea University
Minzu University of China
Moscow State University
Saint Petersburg University
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
Université Internationale de Rabat
University Bonn
University Göttingen
University of Coimbra
University of Edinburgh
University of Glasgow
University of Haifa
University of Porto
University of Rennes1
University of Tampere
University of Tartu
Uppsala University
Vilnius Gediminas Technical University

I. Zawiska

This week was very beneficial. I learned a lot and have
many new ideas to bring back to my university. Thank
you for great sessions, cultural events, tours and great
meals. You were amazing hosts; your hard work did not
go unnoticed.

I. Zawiska

Throughout the week, our international colleagues could
participate in different workshops and seminars conducted
by JU staff, UL staff and invited speakers. Moreover, a cultural
programme was prepared. Our guests had the opportunity to
experience the beauty and unique atmosphere of both cities
(Kraków is the second biggest city in Poland, and Łódź is the third).
As part of the social programme, the participants were invited to
compete in small international teams during an International Pub
Quiz – contest concerning the general knowledge of the world as
well as Poland’s history, culture and dance during a surprise party
organised by our colleagues from UL.
At the end of the Joint Staff Training Week, we were glad to hear
that our efforts in organising and conducting the activities were
appreciated by the participants themselves who had expressed
their opinions about the training in anonymous evaluation forms:

Representatives of Cairo University

Features

A seminar at the Jagiellonian Centre of Innovation
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Boosting inter
Izabela Zawiska

International Relations Office

A. Hoffmann

T
European Joint Master’s Programme
in English and American Studies
Władysław Witalisz
Faculty of Philology

T

E. Górska

he Faculty of Philology of the
Jagiellonian University has joined
an international consortium of
universities offering a joint programme
in English and American studies. At a
meeting at Ca’ Foscari University in Venice
on 28th June 2018, the JU Vice-Rector
Armen Edigarian, accompanied by Dean
Elżbieta Górska and the undersigned,
signed an agreement making the
Jagiellonian University a full partner of
the consortium, whose other members
are the University of Graz (co-ordinating
institution), the University of Bamberg,
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona,
City College of the City University of
New York, Université Paris VII – Denis
Diderot and the University of Pécs. The
signing ceremony coincided with the
celebration of the 10th anniversary of the
programme.
The English-taught European
Joint Master’s Programme in English
and American Studies has previously
been accepted and adapted to Polish

regulations by a team of colleagues from
the Institute of English Studies of our
university, led by Prof. Andrzej Pawelec,
Deputy Head of the Institute, and the
undersigned. Ample legal advice was
given by Ms Maria Niewiara and Mr Piotr
Szumliński from the JU Centre for the
Support of Didactics.
The European Joint Master’s
Programme in English and American
Studies is a full time Master’s programme
completed over two years with an
obligatory semester abroad in at least
one of the partner universities. The
programme offers specialised academic
training in English and American Studies
focusing on literature and linguistics.
The universities in the consortium
work together to provide a high quality
international curriculum with regional
aspects. To ensure the international
aspect of the degree the dissertations
written by the students are additionally
evaluated by a reviewer from a partner
university. Graduates receive a doubledegree diploma from the two universities
they studied at and a certificate of
the completion of the international
programme signed by all the
partner universities.
Recruitment for the new
programme will start in 2019.
Following the experience
of other members of the
consortium, the Faculty of
Philology of the Jagiellonian
University hopes to attract
foreign students to study in
Kraków.
www.jointdegree.eu/de/eas/
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A discussion panel

he National Association
for Foreign Student Affairs
(NAFSA), the world’s largest
non-profit association dedicated to
international education and exchange,
organised its 70th NAFSA Annual
Conference & Expo in Philadelphia
on 27 May – 1 June 2018. It gathered
ca. 10,000 professionals from over 100
countries that came to share ideas and
experiences on international education.
Thirteen Polish universities
presented their offers in the national
Study in Poland! booth sponsored by
the National Agency for Academic
Exchange (NAWA). The Polish offer
included the Jagiellonian University,
the Fulbright Commission from
Warsaw and the Conference of Rectors
of Academic Schools in Poland.
During the five-day conference, we
showed the Polish higher education
system, its research infrastructure
potential and study possibilities for
foreign candidates. On the third day of
the conference, the Polish delegation
organised a networking lunch for
international partners during which
they had the opportunity to taste Polish
cuisine and meet the representatives
of the Polish universities as well as the
representatives of partner institutions
who joined us on this occasion.
As an event accompanying
NAFSA2018, the National Agency
for Academic Exchange, in cooperation with the Embassy of
Poland in Washington, organised a
meeting at the Villanova University in
Philadelphia with the representatives
of this institution and the Polish
diaspora. The aim of the meeting was to
promote Polish universities and present
possibilities of scientific co-operation.
It is worth noting that JU has cooperated with the Villanova University
since 2017 in the field of nursing.
Representing JU at NAFSA for
the first time, I tried to benefit from
summer 2018/64

nationalisation at NAFSA

I. Zawiska at NAFSA

European Network (AEN). These networks allow students
from the UN partner universities to apply for placements
in the USA and Australia. For me it was great to meet the
colleagues with who I had corresponded for a long time.
During our meetings, we mentioned the quantity of mobility
flows in the last two years as well as shared ideas how to
encourage students to go abroad and take advantage of all the
possibilities of today.
Finally, this intensive week in Philadelphia abounded in
seminars and workshops organised by NAFSA participating
experts. I attended two very interesting lectures given by Bill
Nye and Laura Bush who shared their ideas on international
co-operation, not only at university level, but also at national
level, and its role in the contemporary world.
The greatest advantage of my participating in the
NAFSA2018 conference was establishing new professional
relationships as well as sharing with my colleagues involved
in international education and exchange.
I. Zawiska

the conference as much I could by acquiring new global
knowledge and drawing inspiration from the experiences
and views shared by my colleagues. In fact, networking with
them started weeks before the conference. I had planned
my schedule very carefully, reaching out to fellow attendees
through e-mails and the mobile apps, which continued during
one-on-one meetings at NAFSA. I discussed possible further
collaboration with many European and non-European
partners of JU, tried to solve urgent problems of imbalance
in exchange with some partner institutions and promoted
JU programmes. The most fruitful meetings were held with
colleagues from the University of Haifa and the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem from Israel, Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies and Kansai University from Japan, Chonbuk
National University from South Korea, National Cheng Kung
University from Taiwan, Utica College and the Academic
Programs International (API) from the USA.
During the NAFSA fair and conference, I also met
colleagues from Australian, American and European
international academic networks within which JU has
undertaken numerous joint activities. As the JU representative
in the Utrecht Network (UN), I participated in two very
successful meetings with representatives of the Mid-America
Universities International (MAUI) and the Australian-

I. Zawiska

The Polish representatives at NAFSA

Features
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A. Koprowski

New visiting professors at JU

Barbara Chmielowska

International Relations Office

O

B. Chmielowska

n 4 June 2018, the JU Vice-Rector for University
Development Prof. Dorota Malec received three
international professors who would conduct courses at
JU in the last part of the 2018 summer semester. They included
Prof. Nancy Schultz (Salem State University, Massachusetts, USA),
Prof. Sanjukta Dasgupta (University of Calcutta, India) and Prof.
Ying Yi Hong (Chinese University of Hong Kong). The other
participants of the meeting were Prof. Adam Jelonek, JU Rector’s
Proxy for Internationalisation, Prof. Piotr Laidler from the Team
for Internationalisation, Dorota Maciejowska, Head of the JU
International Relations Office, and Prof. Małgorzata Kossowska,
Vice-Dean, Head of the Department of Social Psychology.
During the meeting the visiting professors talked about the
courses they were going to carry out for JU students. Prof. Nancy
Schultz will teach at the Department of the History of American
Literature and Culture, Faculty of Philology, Prof. Sanjukta
Dasgupta at the Faculty of International and Political Studies,
Institute of the Middle and Far East, while Prof. Ying Yi Hong

is hosted by the Faculty of Philosophy. The guests also shared
their impressions about Poland and Kraków as well as discussed
problems of intercultural communication.
In the afternoon, the visiting professors had the opportunity
to visit the JU vineyard on Manor Brook where internationally
prize-winning university wine is produced. They were joined
by visiting professors who had come to JU earlier: Prof. Oleh
Petruk (the Ivan Franko National University of Lviv), Prof. Non
Arkaraprasertkul (the University of Sydney) and Prof. Edward
Hubbard from Utrecht University. They were all glad to meet
together and share experiences about their stay at the Jagiellonian
University and in Kraków.
While visiting the vineyard, its manager Adam Kiszka talked
about the history of the university vineyard and winemaking.
The guests could taste the university wine called ‘Novum.’
It is worth noting that within the visiting professorships
scheme, in the 2018 summer semester, the Jagiellonian University
has hosted 18 lecturers from 16 countries: Czechia, Ireland,
France, Germany, Holland, Norway, Slovenia, Lithuania, Ukraine,
Russian, the USA, Canada, India, China, Australia and Thailand.
Till the end of 2018, JU will host about 30 more visiting professors.
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Visiting the JU vineyard on Manor Brook
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JU Public Health programmes widely recognised
in Poland and abroad
IPH

Tomasz Bochenek

Institute of Public Health

EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS has been recognised
as the best educational programme in the field
of public health in Europe, while the Bachelor’s
Public Health studies as best in Poland.

Andalusian School of Public Health, University of Granada

The award-winning EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS programme
has already been implemented for 12 years (during the first
years it was called EuroPubHealth), from the very beginning
conducted at the Institute of Public Health, which was also its
co-founder. Apart from this JU unit, the programme has been
implemented by five other renowned European universities:
− EHESP School of Public Health (France),
− Andalusian School of Public Health, University of Granada
(Spain),
− School of Health and Related Research, University of Sheffield
(United Kingdom),
− University of Rennes 1 (France),
− Maastricht University (The Netherlands).
Additionally, 11 other universities and organisations,
operating at national (Europe, North America, Asia) and
international level, have implemented this programme as
Associated Partners.

Features

IPH students and E. Błaszczyk-Bębenek
during the Festival of Science, Kraków 2016

EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS
The EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS is a two-year Master’s
programme, operating under the Erasmus Mundus framework.
In its first year, students from all over the world learn the basics
of public health taught in English or Spanish in Sheffield or
Granada. The second year is dedicated to different specialisation
paths chosen by students and implemented in Kraków, Granada,
Rennes, Paris or Maastricht. During this time, the courses are
taught in English, French or Spanish. During the second year of
studies, students can take internships and prepare their Master’s
theses, which they publicly defend later.
Each academic year ends with an integration module,
bringing together all the participants. This module is organised
at the University of Rennes, i.e. university coordinating the
EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS programme. Many academics of the
JU Institute of Public Health are involved in the implementation
of the programme, including the scientific and managing
co-ordinator Assoc. Prof. Christoph Sowada, Head of the Institute
of Public Health, the organisational co-ordinator Ms Anna
Szetela and the undersigned as the Master’s theses and practical
placements co-ordinator (formerly, also the liaison officer).
Field research at Mogielica Human Ecology Study Site
in southern Poland

A. Galbarczyk, M. Klimek

IPH

The international study programme EUROPUBHEALTH
PLUS, conducted at the Institute of Public Health (IPH) of the
Jagiellonian University Faculty of Health Sciences, has been
recently recognised as the best educational programme in the
field of public health. On 22 June 2018, this programme received
the first ASPHER Deans’ & Directors’ Good Practice Award from
the Association of Schools of Public Health in the European
Region (ASPHER).
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Bachelor’s Public Health
Recently the Bachelor’s in Public Health (taught in Polish)
has been highly recognised. In the latest nationwide ranking of
higher education institutions (Perspektywy 2018), the JU public
health programme conducted at the JU Institute of Public Health
has won in the category of ‘Ranking of Study Directions.’ The
ranking methodology used criteria and indicators from such areas
as prestige, graduates on the labour market, academic potential,
scientific effectiveness and didactic potential, which makes the
ranking one of the most extensive educational rankings in the
world.
This recognition is yet another reason why it is worthwhile
to study public health at JU in Kraków, following the courses
taught either in English or Polish, at different academic levels.
Furthermore, it is worth mentioning that the Jagiellonian
University as a whole was ranked best in the category ‘Ranking
of Universities.’

Management of Health Care Units

IPH

IPH

The JU Institute of Public Health carries out a postgraduate studies entitled ‘Management of Health Care Units.’
This programme has also been highly appreciated in Poland.
This year it has been awarded the second best place (with 363
points earned, losing only 3 points to the winner: Master of
Business Administration), according to the recent Ranking of
Schools for Health Care Managers conducted by the specialist
magazine Menedżer Zdrowia. This post-graduate programme
aims at providing students with current knowledge and practical
skills in a widely defined area of health care units’ management.
Students are taught how to solve organisational problems, plan
development strategies, take efficient decisions and effectively
manage employees.

Its creation was facilitated by the support from the Polish
Ministry of Health and Social Care as well as the expert support
of the representatives of the French Ministry of Health. Since
1997, IPH has been an integral part of the JU Faculty of Health
Sciences. The State Accreditation Commission awarded the
Institute the highest possible assessment – a distinguishing mark
– in 2011. The next year IPH received the pro-quality grant for
the best study directions in Poland from the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education.
The Institute of Public Health runs many diverse research
activities. In recent years it participated in the Pro-Health 65+
project, following the directions of strategic EU programmes (the
Second and the Third Health Programme). The project focused
on ‘Investing in Health’ as part of the Social Investment Package
for growth and cohesion through professionally designed health
promotion programmes implemented by the well-informed and
efficiently operating health promoters.
It targeted the elderly with the intention of providing them
with good health and good quality of life and enabling them to be
active and socially integrated (Healthy Aging). The project was
co-ordinated by the JU Medical College in collaboration with
three main partners: Maastricht University (the Netherlands),
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore (Italy), Universität Bremen
(Germany) and five collaborating partners from Portugal,
Greece, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic and Hungary. As many as
32 scientists were involved in the project, each having a different
background, including epidemiology, medical sociology, health
economics, political sciences, law and social communication.
The project was led by Prof. Stanisława Golinowska (leader) and
Mr Andrzej Kropiwnicki (manager).
Academics from the Health Policy and Management
Department of the Institute have been permanent contributors to
the prestigious network of scholars – the European Observatory
on Health Systems and Policies, a joint initiative of the European
Region of WHO and several other universities. The Observatory
prepares policy reports for the Health Systems and Policy
Monitor (an innovative platform providing detailed descriptions
of health systems reforms) and to the Health Systems in
Transition (HiT) series (a publication that describes national
health systems comprehensively and in a comparative way,

Institute of Public Health and its research
activities
The Institute of Public Health (formerly the School of Public
Health) is the oldest academic institution teaching public health
and health care management in Poland. It was founded in 1991
as a joint initiative of the Jagiellonian University and the Medical
Academy of Kraków (then a separate institution of higher
education) just before the Academy had merged with JU after 43
years, becoming the JU Medical College (Collegium Medicum).
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M. Zabdyr-Jamróz presenting his research at Second Deliberative
Democracy Summer School, University of Canberra, February 2017
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IPH

M. Klimek at the International Congress DOHaD in Cape Town, 2015

sophisticated review of pricing and reimbursement policies as
well as the analysis of the reimbursement environment in ten
CEE countries.
The Drug Management Department has also been performing
health technology assessments (HTA), clinical evaluations of
biological drugs used in autoimmune diseases, measurement
of effect of autoimmune diseases on the reduction of patients’
productivity (indirect costs) as well as a number of studies on
indirect costs generated in Polish settings by inflammatory bowel
diseases, spondyloarthitis and psoriatic arthritis. The results of
these studies have been published in high IF scientific journals.
Moreover, the Department has embarked on research projects
focusing on the problem of drug shortages in health care systems
as well as provision of care for patients with rare diseases, often
requiring access to the costly orphan medicaments. Assoc. Prof.
Paweł Kawalec and the undersigned from the Drug Management
Department have been active in a variety of international
societies and working groups, including the International Society
for Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research (ISPOR), the
European Co-operation in Science and Technology (COST),
the Health System and Policy Monitor Network, the European
Observatory on Health Systems and Policies, Euro WHO and the
Piperska Group – Rational Prescribing.
Other international activities and achievements of the
JU Institute of Public Health will be presented in one of the
forthcoming editions of the NJUsletter.

M. Zabdyr-Jamróz with his visiting scholar badge at CAPHRI

serving as an excellent source for the exchange of experiences
and well-informed policy-making).
Between 2014 and 2017, in collaboration with the National
Institute of Public Health – National Institute of Hygiene, the
Health Policy and Management Department was the leading
unit of a research project devoted to the implementation of the
method of health impact assessment (HIA) in Poland. Within the
project for young scholars, Dr Michał Zabdyr-Jamróz completed
his research on the innovative model of deliberative governance
for health. He had an opportunity to perform his research at
Harvard University and Maastricht University, and he also
presented his research findings at the University of Canberra, the
University of Manchester and at the Sciences Po in Paris.
The research spectrum of another organisational unit
within the JU Institute of Public Health, the Drug Management
Department, includes analyses of selected aspects of management
of medicines in Poland and in Central and Eastern European
countries (CEE). The main field of interest is the assessment
of pharmaceutical policies of the CEE region countries, with
a parallel analysis of aspects relating to the functioning of the
reimbursement decision-making system in Poland. Two large
international studies referring to pharmaceutical management
and policy issues have been carried out recently. The aim of the
first one has been to analyse the reimbursement environment
of biosimilar drugs and review the requirements for biosimilar
medicines in the CEE region countries. A comprehensive analysis
of the requirements for the price settings and reimbursement
of biosimilars in CEE countries, including Poland, has also
been conducted. The second international study has involved a

IPH

www.europubhealth.org

M. Zabdyr-Jamróz presenting his research at Sciences Po 4th Political Theory
Graduate Conference, Paris, June 2016

Features

After MPH vivas – EUROPUBHEALTH PLUS students and IPH staff,
Kraków, June 2018
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A visit from the Palacký University of Olomouc
A. Koprowski

Maria Kantor

International Relations Office

A

A. Koprowski

delegation of the Palacký University of Olomouc visited
the Jagiellonian University on 1-2 July 2018. It consisted
of the Rector Prof. Jaroslav Miller, the Vice-Rector for
International Relations, Dr Martin Kudláček, the Dean of the
Faculty of Science, Dr Martin Kubala and the Vice-Dean of the
Faculty of Arts Dr Pavlína Flajšarová. The visit was an occasion
to get to know our university, its present as well as future
developments and to explore the possibilities of collaboration
between our universities.
The programme of the visit consisted of two parts: a debate
and visits to two JU faculties located on the new campus.
The debate was moderated by Vice-Rector for Research and
Structural Funds Prof. Stanisław Kistryn. It also gathered ViceRector for University Development Prof. Dorota Malec, Rector’s
Proxy for Internationalization Prof. Adam Jelonek and Rector’s
Proxy for Innovation Assoc. Prof. Andrzej Adamski. At first,
both universities were presented. Then there was a discussion
concerning the idea of the so-called ‘European Universities’ in
the 2025-2030 perspective, based on a paper worked out during
an Ad Hoc Expert Group meeting in Brussels in April 2018.
The European Universities aim at “increasing quality,
performance and competiveness of European higher education
institutions by pooling their resources, building on their
complementary strengths and developing new joint research
and innovation oriented curricula, making best use of the latest
innovative pedagogies and striving to make the knowledge
triangle a reality, providing impetus to economic growth.” Their
long term vision in a 2025-2030 perspective includes such
concepts as a European campus, a new joint governance model
and a challenge-based university. In order to achieve this long
term vision a pilot call is to be launched under Erasmus 2018 and
2019 (Key Action 2 – centralised actions).
The representatives of both universities mentioned potential
areas and perspectives of collaboration in research and teaching
having in mind the objectives of the European Universities. The
key areas could be chemistry, physics, linguistics, Asian studies
(in particular Chinese and Korean studies), European studies
and special needs education.

The panel discussion
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Rector Miller presenting the Palacký University of Olomouc

The second part of the debate was a panel discussion with
the invited Deans and Vice-Deans: Prof. Małgorzata Kossowska,
Faculty of Philosophy, Assoc. Prof. Dorota Szumska, Faculty
of Philology, Assoc. Prof. Judyta Rodzińska-Nowak, Faculty of
History, Assoc. Prof. Jarosław Fazan, Faculty of Polish Studies,
Prof. Zdzisław Mach, Faculty of International and Political
Studies as well as representatives of the Małopolska Centre
of Biotechnology, the Jagiellonian Centre of Innovation, the
National Synchrotron Radiation Centre SOLARIS and the
Centre for Technology Transfer CITTRU. They talked about the
activities and research projects that had been carried out in their
units. A successful mutual collaboration between JU and the
Palacký University of Olomouc is the Erasmus Mundus Master
of Arts in Euroculture: Europe in the Wider World (at JU the
programme has been conducted at the Faculty of International
and Political Studies). It is a consortium of eight European
universities in conjunction with four non-European universities
in which student mobility among universities is the core feature
of Euroculture: every Euroculture student studies in at least two
European partner universities.
In turn, the Dean of the Faculty of Science Dr Kubala and
the Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Arts Dr Flajšarová presented
the structure, research activities as well as staff and student
mobility of their faculties. The presentations were followed by a
vivid discussion. The representatives of both universities shared
their reflections concerning the current challenges in research
and education as well as the European University Networks.
They also stressed blended mobility (an educational concept
that combines physical academic mobility, virtual mobility and
blended learning, aiming at promoting employability of higher
education students) as well as joint and flexible curricula.
Finally, they concluded that it was worth working together in our
region of Central Europe having in mind the cultural similarities
between Poland and the Czech Republic.
In the afternoon, the Czech delegation had the opportunity
to see the JU new campus and visit two faculties located there: the
Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics and Biotechnology and the
Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer Science.
At both faculties, they met the deans and several scientists as well
as could see some laboratories. It was provisionally agreed that
working visits of researchers from both universities would be
organised in the next academic year.
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The Guild meets at
How to enhance the value
of my PhD in the job market?
Barbara Chmielowska

International Relations Office

countries. These academic experts will present diverse approaches
towards the labour market. The variety of speakers is regarded to
be a major strength of this summer school. The summer school
will last one week and embrace lectures, workshops, seminars,
debates and practical classes.
The idea of a Guild 
summer school seems extremely
interesting, valuable and worth implementing. On the other
hand, it requires a lot of effort and preparation as well as the
involvement of all the member universities. Yet, its potential and
hopefully measurable fruit should reward all the efforts.
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Université Paris Diderot

International relations

B. Chmielowska

O

n 24-25 May 2018, Université Paris Diderot organised
the first meeting aiming at working out a Guild Summer
School. This meeting followed the discussion that had
taken place in Seville last September, when representatives
from the Guild member institutions had met before the EAIE
conference. During the meeting in Sevilla, the Guild members
had decided to set up several projects including a Summer School
for PhD students in research skills. Paris Diderot University had
been very interested in this initiative and proposed to lead the
project.
The meeting in Paris brought together experts from the
following universities: Paris Diderot University, Radboud
University, the University of Glasgow, the University of Bern
and the Jagiellonian University. They aimed at discussing
opportunities for organising a Guild summer school in research
skills. They tried to define topics, academic contents and
organisational aspects of the prospective summer school. The
school was to be held in summer 2019. Paris Diderot University
could possibly host the first Guild Summer school in July 2019.
The subject of the Summer School will be transferable
skills that should help PhD students, whether they are oriented
towards a research or vocational path, integrate themselves into
the labour market.
This new project is to offer internationally oriented training
on research skills, pool resources and expertise. Students
will learn how to identify their skills by communicating with
other students, lecturers and local experts who will share their
knowledge and experience. Moreover, students will have the
opportunity to visit local state and private companies as well
as laboratories. Hopefully, they will establish relationships and
create some kind of a network.
One of the proposals of a title for this endeavour is ‘How to
enhance the value of my PhD in the labour market?’ It will be
discussed by guest speakers coming from the 19 Guild member

Strengthening ties
with

Balkan universities

Maria Kantor

International Relations Office

A. Koprowski

D. Nikolić, I.Papič, A. Nikolic and W. Nowak

A. Nikolic giving a presentation of the University of Sarajevo

M. Kantor presenting the JU international co-operation
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A. Chrześcijanek

O

n the initiative of the Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak, the
Jagiellonian University hosted delegations from three
Balkan universities: the University of Ljubljana, the
University of Novi Sad and the University of Sarajevo. Regretfully,
the fourth delegation of the University of Zagreb could not come.
The visit was meant to be an occasion to gather representatives
of some Balkan universities to discuss various possibilities and
areas of co-operation. JU invited three representatives of each
university: rector, vice-rector for international relations (or
research/education) and the head of International Relations
Office.
Thus on 4-7 July 2018, JU was glad to welcome from the
University of Ljubljana: Rector Prof. Igor Papič and Vice-Rector
Prof. Matjaž Krajnc, from the University of Novi Sad: Rector

A visit to the SOLARIS National Synchrotron Radiation Centre

Prof. Dušan Nikolić and Elected Rector Prof. Dejan Jakšić, and
from the University of Sarajevo: Vice-Rector Prof. Aleksandra
Nikolic and Head of the International Relations Office Dr Jasna
Bošnjović. The Jagiellonian University was represented by its
Rector Prof. Wojciech Nowak, the Vice-Rector for Research
and Structural Funds Prof. Stanisław Kistryn, Rector’s Proxy
for Internationalisation Prof. Adam Jelonek, the Rector’s Proxy
for Innovation Assoc. Prof. Andrzej Adamski, Assoc. Prof. Ewa
Trojnar from the Institute of the Middle and Far East as well as
Adriana Hołub-Palonka from the International Relations Office
and the undersigned.
The debate held in Collegium Maius on 5 July was devoted
to possibilities of co-operation between partner universities. A
word of welcome was given by Rector Nowak and Vice-Rector
Kinstryn. Then Assoc. Prof. Adamski gave a presentation of the
Jagiellonian University, which was followed by presentations of
our guests. It was interesting to get to know the structures as
well as research and didactic activities of the universities from
the Balkan region. Then JU double degree programmes were
presented by Assoc. Prof. Trojnar. In turn, I gave a presentation
concerning the JU international co-operation.
The presentations were followed by a lively discussion
concerning various international activities, research and
educational projects as well as faculty and doctoral student
exchange. Another topic was scientific collaboration within the
Three Seas Initiative, also known as the Baltic, Adriatic, Black Sea
(BABS) Initiative, countries located between the Adriatic, Baltic
and Black Seas, the three seas of Central Europe, a concept to
promote Europe’s unity and cohesion. It was related to the idea
of the European Universities. Thus the representatives of four
universities tried to identify potential fields of co-operation
that could lead to developing joint research and innovation
oriented curricula.
Visiting the JU new campus on 6 July made it possible for
the representatives of the Balkan universities see the JU research
infrastructure. It was also an occasion to discuss possibilities of
collaboration at faculty and departmental level. Our guests visited
the Faculty of Chemistry, the Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and
Applied Computer Science, the SOLARIS National Synchrotron
Radiation Centre and Natural Sciences Education Centre. Their
talks with the authorities and management of these units could
be a starting point to initiate co-operation at faculty level that
could be gradually scaled up and extended to all areas of activity,
from teaching and learning to research and innovation.
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Collaboration with Korea University
Adriana Hołub-Palonka
International Relations Office

O

A. Koprowski

n 4 July 2018, the Jagiellonian University hosted a
delegation from Korea University in Seoul. The aim of
the visit was to expand co-operation between JU and
Korea University following the Memorandum of Understanding
signed in May 2017.
The Korean delegation, consisting of Prof. Sang Ho
Lim, Dean of Graduate School, and Mr Seung Hyun Yang,
responsible for monitoring and supervising the activities of the
International Mobility & Cooperation Team and the Global
Leadership Development Center, met the JU authorities
in Collegium Novum. JU was represented by Prof. Dorota
Malec, Vice-Rector for University Development, Prof. Adam
Jelonek, Rector’s Proxy for Internationalisation, Prof. Jolanta
Jura, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics
and Biotechnology, Prof. Franciszek Krok, Vice-Dean of
the Faculty of Physics, Astronomy and Applied Computer
Science, Prof. Wojciech Macyk, Vice-Dean of the Faculty of
Chemistry, Assoc. Prof. Renata Czekalska, Vice-Head of the

Institute of the Near and Far East, Department of Korea, and
the undersigned.
The meeting focused on potential areas of co-operation,
embracing staff and student exchange, joint research teams
and projects, double degree programmes and joint PhD
programmes. In turn, the JU vice-deans presented their faculties
indicating possible spheres and subjects of collaboration, which
was followed by a discussion. The Korean guests were interested
in research and didactic activities carried out at these faculties,
having in mind KU’s research and educational objectives.
Prof. Lim and Mr. Yang from Korea University provided an
overview of their university, stressing its position at national and
international level. In South Korea, KU is one of three leading
universities. The university has over 37,000 students. The total
number of international students in language, exchange and
training programmes stands at 3,871, while the number of
faculty members is 5,023. Forty percent of the KU programmes
are taught in English. According to the QS World University
Rankings 2018, Korea University ranked 90th on the global
universities list and topped the list of private universities in Korea
– the highest rank in its history.

D. Malec, A. Jelonek and Song Ho Lim

International
relations
Features

The meeting in Collegium Novum

21

Institute of Archaeology

O

n 7 July 2018, the Canyons of the Ancients Visitor
Center and Museum in Colorado, USA, opened an
exhibition showing the results of the archaeological
project carried out by the Institute of Archaeology of the
Jagiellonian University. The bilingual exhibition (in English and
Polish) was entitled, ‘From Kraków to Castle Rock. Jagiellonian
University’s Archaeological Investigations within the Canyons of
the Ancients National Monument/Od Krakowa do Castle Rock.
Badania archeologiczne Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego w Canyons
of the Ancients National Monument.’ It should be added that
from 2015 till 2017 the exhibition had been housed in the JU
Museum of Collegium Maius, the Archaeological Museum in
Poznań and the Historical Museum in Bielsko-Biała.
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R. Słaboński

Radosław Palonka

In Colorado, besides photographs the exhibition presents
the artefacts (pottery, stone and flint tools) found during the
excavations as well as multimedia, models and visualisations
that were created by the JU researchers implementing new
technologies, mainly photogrammetry, geophysics research and
3D scanning. The exhibition in the Canyons of the Ancients
Visitor Center and Museum will be open till 7 July 2019.
Since 2011, the JU Institute of Archaeology has conducted
research in the Mesa Verde region, Colorado. It is the first
archaeological Polish project in the USA and example of one of
not many European research in this region – I am the director of
the project. The land bordering Colorado and Utah (Mesa Verde
region), one of the richest archaeological areas in North America,
has been known to archaeologists and numerous tourists mainly
because of the famous pre-Columbian towns of the Pueblo
Indians that were built in rock niches in the picturesque and
deep canyons. It was here that, in spite of hot and dry climate,
with lower levels of precipitation, one of the most agriculturally
developed Native Americans’ communities in North America
was founded long before the arrival of Columbus in the New
World. Until today, this region has been inhabited by many
Indian tribes, including Pueblo, Navajo and Apache, who still
have extremely strong bonds with these lands as well as practice
many old traditions and rites.
The JU research project focuses on the reconstruction of
the network of sites as well as socio-cultural changes of 40
small settlements and one large centre of the ancient Pueblo
culture dated to the 13th century. These settlements are located
in three canyons: Sand Canyon, the East Fork of Rock Creek
Canyon and Graveyard Canyon in the Canyons of the Ancients
National Monument, administered by the US Bureau of Land
Management (BLM); since 2016 some research activities have
also been conducted in private areas adjacent to the park.
Concurrently, excavations and analyses of the rock art have been
conducted in those three canyons and in the Sandstone Canyon,
where our research resulted among other things in discovering
huge galleries with Native Americans’ petroglyphs dated to
various periods, which had not been known before. The National
Geographic significantly called the North American Southwest
the ‘Wild Louvre’ because of the accumulation of such images.
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Entrance to the exhibition hall and the Museum

R. Palonka

Earlier, on 21-27 May 2018, a delegation from the Jagiellonian
University, consisting of the Vice-Rector for Educational Affairs
Prof. Armen Edigarian as well as the authorities of the JU Faculty
of History: Dean Jan Święch and Vice-Dean Stanisław Sroka, had
visited the area of our research. They had seen the excavations in
the Canyons of the Ancients National Monument, in particular
the well preserved sandstone architecture and wall decorations
of the constructions in the rock niches as well as the rock art,
including paintings and petroglyphs. Another site that they had
visited was the excavation located in an almost inaccessible place,
in the private land located in a kind of a buffer zone of the park.
This site lies on the edge of a plateau, and its access is extremely
difficult: previously it was accessible through a narrow chimney
rock and now is through a several-meter long ladder.
The JU delegation had met the representatives of the two
American partners of the project: the authorities of the park
and curators of the Canyons of the Ancients Visitor Center and
Museum as well as members of the Crow Canyon Archaeological
Center. It is worth noting that both institutions, besides
conducting research, run various activities aiming at educating
the American society, both children and adults, regarding the
protection of their cultural heritage and collaboration with the
Native American communities.
During the meetings they discussed the JU co-operation
with these American institutions and possibilities of further
joint activities undertaken by JU, the Canyons of the Ancients

V. MacMillan

J. Vaughn

R. Palonka, M. Varien, J. Święch, E. Perry, A. Edigarian, R. Lightfoot,
S. Sroka in the Crow Canyon Archaelogical Center

J. Święch, M. Eaton, V. MacMillan, A. Edigarian, S. Sroka in the Museum

and the Crow Canyon Archaeological Center. So far the JU
researchers have used the American laboratories analysing the
artefacts. In result of the participation in the project and based
on the conducted analyses, several JU students have written
their Bachelor’s and Master’s theses. At present, two doctoral
dissertations are being prepared.
Last but not least, let me mention the main patrons and
sponsors of the project: the Jagiellonian University, the US
Consulate in Kraków and the Bureau of Land Management, US
Department of the Interior.
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A study abroad fair in Bangkok
Barbara Chmielowska

International Relations Office

B. Chmielowska

In April 2018, the Jagiellonian University signed an MoU
with Chulalongkorn University (CU) in Bangkok, Thailand. It
envisages scientific co-operation, exchanging information and
experience regarding educational exchange programmes, short
and long-term exchange of faculty members and non-academic
staff as well as student exchange. At present, both institutions are
working out a specific agreement concerning collaboration with
the JU Institute of European Studies.
On 29-30 August 2018, the CU Office of International Affairs
and Global Network hosted the 2nd CU Study Abroad Fair
and invited top universities from all over the world to provide
information for CU students about studying abroad.
The fair provided a perfect occasion for CU students to
see various possibilities of going abroad and for scientists to
get acquainted with research projects conducted in different
institutions. Most students wanted to explore possibilities of
studying abroad. During the fair, they could talk to representatives

from CU’s overseas partner universities to find out about a good
programme or scholarship that would make their dreams come
true.
There were exhibition booths featuring many international
universities and institutions from Taiwan, Australia, France,
Hungary, Sweden, Germany, Malaysia, Japan, the United
Kingdom, the USA and Poland. The Jagiellonian University was
among the prestigious world-class universities and institutes
invited to set up a booth at the fair.
At the booth, I met numerous enthusiastic students and
scientists who were interested in getting to know the JU
education offer. There were also a few Thai students who had
already been to Poland and Kraków. Most of those who visited
the JU stand were interested in programmes in political science,
business, management and chemistry. They were glad to know
that studying at JU meant being immersed in Polish culture and
receiving quality education at an affordable price.
It is worth noting that the Polish Embassy in Thailand had
its own booth, and its representative was the cultural attaché Ms
Katarzyna Bralczyk.

B. Chmielowska at the JU booth
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Radosław Rybkowski

Institute of American Studies and Polish Diaspora
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n 10-12 July 2018, I had a great opportunity to be part
of the first Teaching Excellence Summit organised by
“Times Higher Education” and hosted by the University
of Glasgow. Thanks to the fact that the Jagiellonian University
is one of the founding members of an international alliance
of institutions of higher education – The Guild of European
Research-Intensive Universities – I was invited to the ‘teaching
excellence breakfast.’ The event was an occasion to share our
(i.e. The Guild’s) vision how to combine top class research and
teaching or how to translate research results into outstanding
programmes of studies.
Times Higher Education (THE), the most widely circulating
magazine on higher education in the world, has great
achievements supporting universities and colleges. Every year, it
publishes various university rankings, reflecting on the research
output and general prestige of institutions of higher education.
However, the THE team has come to the conclusion that teaching
activities of colleges and universities have been neglected. As
the chief editor of THE stated during the summit, ‘Even the top
universities are responsible for the sin of neglecting the quality
of teaching.’
THE decided to change the situation and appreciate the
educational activities of institutions of higher education.
Therefore, in July 2018, they launched the European Teaching
Ranking – a pilot ranking focusing mainly on teaching outcomes
and the quality of teaching – for the very first time. This pilot
version embraced only European universities from eight
countries. Only 242 universities met the entrance requirement,
which was at least 50 surveys be completed and returned by

B. Chmielowska

Chulalongkorn University (CU) is the oldest and one of the
best universities in Thailand. It has 19 faculties, 23 colleges and
research institutes with over 37,000 students and more than 2,800
academic staff members. As I learnt, previously Thai universities
had been focused on Asia, Australia and North America.
Currently, they are interested in European universities.
Finally, in the 2017/18 academic year, there have been
four students from Thailand studying at the Jagiellonian
University: one PhD student at the Faculty of Chemistry,
one at the Faculty of Medicine, one at the Centre of Polish
Language and Culture in the World, and one graduate student
in the Institute of European Studies.

Teaching Excellence Summit
in Glasgow: translating
research into education

R. Rybkowski

B. Chmielowska

On the third day of the fair, its participants were invited to
visit the campus of Chulalongkorn University, including its
magnificent auditorium and university museum. We could also
see a model of a traditional Thai wooden house. In the evening,
there was a meeting combined with a performance of traditional
Thai dances and tasting national Tai dishes: tom yam (soup),
som tam salad and coconut ice-cream. What impressed me on
the campus was the large botanical garden and the fact that the
university was very ecology-oriented. They use only electrical
vehicles and shuttle buses.

A traditional Thai wooden house
The meeting in the aula of the University of Glasgow
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R. Rybkowski

The University of Glasgow

students. Thus, the “Teaching Excellence Summit” was also an
interesting forum to share ideas about the following questions:
what is excellence in teaching? what is the future of teaching in
the era of social media and new technology? and what is the role
of professors facing the students of today?
Many speakers, representing various disciplines: from music
to physics, through sociology to architecture, questioned the
traditional approach to teaching and the role of the university
in educating new generations of young citizens. Carl Wieman,
a Nobel Laureate in Physics, strongly advocated for the socalled ‘active teaching’ method, requiring greater interaction
and collaboration among students themselves. Beverly Olivier,
Deputy Vice-Chancellor of Education, Deakin University,
Australia, explained that the use of new technology should mean
the adoption of a completely new philosophy of teaching. It is not
enough to telecast lectures of prominent professors; universities
should change the way a study programme is constructed in
general. Our colleagues from Glasgow showed how they had
rearranged the teaching space to stimulate and facilitate student
collaboration during classes.
The Guild-sponsored breakfast, attended by quite a large
audience, focused on the research-teaching relation. A group
of researchers–practitioners: Berit Eika, Vice-Rector of Aarhus
University, James Conroy, Vice-Principal of the University
of Glasgow, Cathia Jenainati from the University of Warwic,
Han van Krieken, Rector of Radboud University, and the
undersigned, tried to envision the future of teaching excellence.
Our common understanding was quite simple: excellence in
teaching means a great flexibility of study programmes (always
open for improvements and incorporation of new scientific
discoveries); engaging (calling for stimulated activity of
students); and holistic (without reducing higher education to
the transfer of knowledge). Only thanks to such an approach,
our universities can educate not only able graduates but also
responsible citizens. And this is the most challenging task for
modern universities.
Summarising, the Teaching Excellence Summit was an
extremely stimulating event. It proved that in the field of higher
education there were no magic formulas to respond to all
challenges. And even the best universities should always opt for
improvement.
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The power of reason

Festival of Science and Art
Maria Kantor

International Relations Office

Student life

A.Wojnar

T

W. Nowak visiting the JU stand

eco-performance, dialects of Polish and dictation. Students from
the Faculty of History showed robes and tools from various
epochs as well as organised quizzes on monuments, excavations,
architecture and music.
The remaining JU faculties involved the audience in numerous
quizzes, tests (reaction, perception, identification), board games
and made them draw, sing and dance, for example ‘The 20th
Century in Facts and Numbers,’ ‘The Roaring Twenties,’ ‘World
Languages and Nature’ or the art of marbling (painting on water).
In a word, everyone could experience different dimensions of
nature.
Those that were hungry for artistic impressions could watch
the performances of students’ orchestras, choirs, folk groups,
cabarets, and concerts of classical and pop music, dance groups,
and take part in sportive events. Those that were hungry for
knowledge could listen to scientific lectures and attend seminars
on business and human rights, ecology of words, harmony of life,
secrets of researchers’ work.
Summing up, the Festival of Science and Art was a very
interesting event, enthusiastically welcomed especially by
school pupils who could spend hours associating with different
fields of science and knowledge. Hopefully, the festival will
help them choose university careers.
A.Wojnar

he patron of this year’s Festival of Science and
Culture (the 18th edition) was the outstanding Polish
psychiatrist and philosopher Prof. Antoni Kępiński
(1918-1972), whose 100th birth anniversary fell in 2018.
Among other things, his research concerned human intellect
and its great potential. Accordingly, the organisers of the
festival focused on the power of reason and man’s responsibility
in changing the world through science, innovations and new
technologies.
The Festival of Science and Art traditionally takes place in
the Market Square, where a tent campus is set up. The medical
presentations are held in the courtyard and buildings of the JU
Collegium Medicum. The main aim of the Festival of Science is
the promotion of knowledge, science and art. The Jagiellonian
University first started this project in 2000 to encourage people
to get to know what happened in laboratories, workshops and
universities.
As usual this edition of the Festival drew several thousand
people, both young and old, who wanted to see the presentations
of 14 participating institutions, including 11 institutions of
higher education.
The Festival abounded in various attractions: lectures, panel
discussions, presentations and artistic performances showing
how to live in harmony with nature.
For three days all of the JU faculties tried to do their best
to attract young and old people, proving that science could be
fascinating.
The JU Faculty of Chemistry showed experiments related to
the quality of water, chemical reactions, testing water hardness
or explaining the acidity of liquids. The Faculty of Biochemistry,
Biophysics and Biotechnology prepared a presentation on
bacteria, cell culture, blood or biodegradable materials.
Natural radioactivity, the Earth as a large magnet and
extreme weather phenomena were topics explained by students
of physics, while the scales in the solar system were given by
students of astronomy. Different units of the Faculty of Biology
and Earth Sciences discussed problems related to plants, birds,
snakes, fish, snails, hormones, insects, fungi as well as DNA and
GMO. The Institute of Geological Sciences presented wandering
continents, earthquake zones and volcano eruptions.
Various contests on the world, history, politics, flags, scripts,
customs, literature, fashion and dances were organised by
students from the Faculty of International and Political Studies.
The Faculty of Polish Studies organised several workshops:
poetical recycling, handmade bookmarks, tree of poetry as an
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Concert of the JU Academic Choir in the Great Hall
of Heidelberg University

Joint Concert of University Choirs
and Orchestra in Heidelberg
Katharina Reinhardt
Heidelberg University

O

n 29 July 2018, as an opening of the celebrations of the
30th anniversary of partnership between the Jagiellonian
University of Kraków and Heidelberg University to be
celebrated in 2019, the academic choirs of both institutions as
well as the orchestra of the Collegium Musicum of Heidelberg
University performed Giuseppe Verdi’s ‘Messa da Requiem’ in
the City Hall of Heidelberg. The audience turned up in great
numbers as all of the tickets for the concert were sold out.
Under the baton of Michael Sekulla, Director of the Collegium
Musicum, more than 250 young musicians took part in the
magnificent performance of one of the most famous masterpieces
of symphonic choir music in history, honored by the seemingly
endless applause of the audience at the end of the concert.
The performance was part of a joint concert week that was
accompanied by trips to various places around Heidelberg,
including Schwetzingen and Hambach Castle, the cradle of
German democracy. Through the trips as well as other common
activities the guests from JU got to know German history,
experienced German culture and its daily life.

One of the highlights of the visit was a dedicated brief
intern concert given by the academic choir of the Jagiellonian
University, conducted by Oleg Sznicar and Janusz Wierzgacz, as
well as ensembles of the university orchestra and the chamber
choir of Heidelberg University in the framework of a reception in
the Great Hall of the university.
Prof. Müller-Graff, representative of the Heidelberg Rectorate
for the university partnership, welcomed the guests from JU
with great enthusiasm, emphasizing the numerous common
characteristics of the partners in the past and present.
Besides the formidable exchange in terms of music, this
joint project was a great opportunity for the students of both
universities to get to know each other and actively take part in
the long lasting partnership of both universities. The agreement
of scientific co-operation, signed on 19 September 1989,
embraces exchange of academic and administrative staff (shortterm research visits or training) as well as student bilateral
exchange (study abroad semester programmes and summer
schools) and cultural exchange. Moreover, both universities
conduct student mobility within the Erasmus+ Programme in
the fields of law, German philology, Oriental studies, history
and history of art.
K. Mack

P. Rothe

Verdi’s ‘Messa da Requiem’ in
the City Hall of Heidelberg

Visit to the castle in Schwetzingen
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Summer courses
in Bremen and Heidelberg
Damian Dobosz
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The language group in Bremen

it happens quite frequently, I spent the most amount of time with
people from my group, being at the same language level as me.
The people I met were from China, Laos, Europe, Brazil. I feel
exhilarated that many of them were convinced by me to come
to Kraków – something they planned to do in September. I also
had visitors while being in Heidelberg – my girlfriend Anna and
my best friend Jan, with whom I am studying law, came there.
During the last few days, I had an opportunity to show them
the whole city and we went back to Kraków together by plane
from Frankfurt am Main, which is about an hour’s drive from
Heidelberg.
By making use of the valuable and inexpensive trip offer,
prepared by the organisers, I was able to sightsee the Roman city
Trier with the colossus, bathrooms and Porta Nigra – which is
the black gate, the beautiful small town Tübingen and the nearby
Hohenzollern castle. Moreover, I also reached Schwarzwald,
walked through Mummelsee and saw the city of Freiburg.
The scholarships financed by DAAD and the University of
Heidelberg enabled me to discover the culture of Germany, make
progress in my language abilities and – most importantly – meet
friends from all over the world, which was the most wonderful
experience.

D. Dobosz

n 8 July 2018, I arrived in Bremen as I had received a
scholarship for a summer holiday course from DAAD
(German Academic Exchange Service). I chose Bremen
quite coincidentally, as a result of two main reasons, one of them
being the topic of the course – ‘Introduction to German Law’ and
the second one – the date of the course. While deciding whether
to attend the aforementioned course or not, I already knew that
I had to be in Heidelberg on 1 August, to take part in another
summer holiday course. I got a scholarship there, too, this time as
an exchange student, and the topic of the course was ‘Economic
language at Level C1.’
In Bremen, the course was held in Hochschule Bremen. I had
lectures every day, and they lasted about six hours and included
Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, Civil Law, Insolvency Law,
Labour Law and Administrative Law. What I enjoyed most was
the lectures from Civil Law, especially the issue of contracts and
differences between legal behaviour in Germany, France, Poland
and Hungary. Moreover, during the lectures I also gained a
general view about the functioning of the German law.
Bremen appeared to be a magnificent town, with a small
square, the Werdersee River and green boulevards along the
river. Together with my group, I took trips to Hamburg, and also
participated in ‘Wattwanderung’ – wandering during the North
Sea outflow to an island several miles away.
July was one of the best months of my life because of getting
to know the people I met there. During the course we were all
law students, at a similar age, sharing similar interests. Arriving
in Bremen I did not expect that in less than a month we would be
able to become such close friends. It was the life ‘after the hours
of the course’ that was the most exciting experience.
We spent a lot of time together, walking along the river,
having fun in the city centre, talking while drinking some wine.
I felt as if we had not known each other for a few weeks, but a lot
longer. Saying goodbye was very hard for each of us. However,
I have a feeling that I did not say goodbye forever. I will never
forget the farewell that my friends prepared for me. I was leaving
Bremen a day before everyone. András and Petra from Hungary,
Olga from Russia, Lera from Ukraine and Arne from the Czech
Republic spent the last day with me up to late night hours and
accompanied me to the railway station at 7 a.m., saying goodbye
to me as I was taking a train from Bremen to Heidelberg. I will
always remember that, being very thankful to them for making
this moment memorable for me.
From Bremen I arrived in the capital city of German
Romanticism – Heidelberg, a town beautifully situated between
green mountains, with the castle, magnificent Old Town and the
oldest university in Germany – where I had my classes in German
with a great lecturer named Pascal. In the afternoon it was possible
to attend a wide range of lectures and seminars for all groups. As

The bridge and castle in Heidelberg
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Landscape of the Orchid Island

Jakub Kołodyński

people on the island, of which about 2,600 are ethnic Tao people.
People on the Lanyu Island came from the Batan Islands in the
Philippines around 800 years ago. After they had arrived there,
they remained in contact with their home islands and exchanged
animals and plants with them. Lanyu had remained unknown
to the outside world for hundreds of years. The residents of the
island had lived peaceful lives without wars. Because of the small
number of inhabitants, people on Lanyu were always solving
problems without violence. Even when they had fights with each
other, they fought only until one person fell down, never killing
the adversary.
In the 16th century, the Lanyu Island was discovered by
Japanese military officers and during the Japanese occupation
in the 19th century, the government decided to use Lanyu as an
ethnographic survey area and closed it to external visitors.
The culture of the Tao tribe is largely based on all the cyclical
changes in nature and seasonal changes of the Pacific. Summer
is the period of catching flying fish, and winter is the time of
typhoons, so people quite often cannot go fishing. The flying fish
– Feiyu – is one of the main elements of the Tao tribe culture. The
flying fish is worshiped as a sign of peace and happiness, and as a
gift of the Goddess of the Sea. It was this goddess who taught the
Tao people how to fish and how to eat the flying fish. Not every

Institute of Religious Studies

T

here are many places on the Earth that are worth visiting
because of their pristine nature and indigenous cultures.
Sometimes you do not even have to travel far, but we
found that kind of place on the other side of the globe. We went
to National Cheng Kung University (NCKU) in Tainan, Taiwan,
as exchange students in the spring semester of the 2017/2018
academic year. We knew that Taiwan was a really special place
to live in, but we did not know much about Tainan. Maybe just a
few facts from the Taiwanese history, and we had heard about the
Tree House that was located in Tainan, but the city was hiding a
whole range of unique spots, waiting to be discovered.
We had several reasons for going that far, and one of them
was to practice Chinese (the official language of Taiwan is
Mandarin Chinese, but it is a bit different from the Chinese in
the Mainland China because of its writing system, pronunciation
and vocabulary). Another was to conduct research necessary for
our master and PhD theses. We also chose Taiwan because of
the beauty of its nature and the fascinating mixture of cultures
and traditions. A very interesting fact is that Taiwan is inhabited
by local indigenous communities as well as people who are
ethnically from China – the Han Chinese who came to Taiwan
much later than the Aborigines. Several indigenous tribes
constitute a colourful mosaic of cultures in that country. Some of
these tribes live in the mountainous area in central Taiwan, but
the majority of them inhabit the eastern coast of the Island. There
is only one tribe that is completely separated from the Taiwan
Island – the Yami tribe, living on the Lanyu Island. This was the
place that we were particularly interested in, mainly because of its
unique traditions, language and religious accommodation.
The Lanyu Island (‘Ponso no Tao’ in the local language,
which means ‘Island of the people’ or Orchid Island in English)
is a small volcanic island located in the Pacific Ocean, about 60
kilometres from the south-east coast of Taiwan. Today, there are
six communities on the island, and the majority of local residents
are the Tao (also called Yami) people. There are about 4,000
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The Orchid Island – Lanyu
– paradise on Earth
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Traditional boats

Dry flying fish

Local community in traditional clothes
Landscape of the Orchid Island

J. Kołodyński

subspecies of flying fish is suitable for consumption. Depending
on the colour, size and gender, they are also designated to be
eaten by men or by women. Women receive healthier and
tastier ones. The best fish go to women who are pregnant. The
knowledge was obtained, according to traditional beliefs, from
the Goddess of the Sea and is cultivated to this day. Fishing boats
are still produced using traditional methods and are still in three
colours: white-red-black, and their shape resembles a canoe.
Fishing takes place at night and a fire is set on the boats to lure
the flying fish. A net is attached between two boats that allows
the fish to be caught in flight. Fish can fly up to about 200 meters
in a straight line. Boats are traditionally decorated with a ‘boat
eye’ – an eye that can see where a fisherman should go to fish; a
symbol of waves and a symbol of a person – to protect fisherman
from evil on the ocean.
The creation of humans according to the Tao tribe took place
on a mountain and people were created by the god named SimoRapao. The God placed the seeds of a man in a rock, and of the
women in a bamboo. One day, when he sent a storm to the Earth,
a lightning struck both the rock and the bamboo. Thus, the
woman and man received the freedom of life and the opportunity
to settle in the paradise on Earth, that is the Orchid Island. And
here too, Christianity already had a certain amount of prepared
ground for its grains, which explained in a more precise way
what Tao people had already believed in. Creating a clay man
in the image and likeness of God is also a very important and
strongly integrating element of local syncretism. The element
that particularly strongly influenced the belief of the Tao people
in Christianity was undoubtedly the teaching about the mercy of
God. Tao people are characterised by a great fear of death. In the
old days, when twilight was coming, no one was allowed to leave
their houses because when it was dark outside, Anito walked on
the earth – Anito, the evil spirit that everyone on the Island was
afraid of. Anito is the incarnation of everything that Tao people
were afraid of; everything that is bad and evil. What he touched
and where Anito appeared was cursed and was not allowed to
be approached. The fear prevailing and paralysing the Tao was
somewhat neutralised by the Christian God who protected
everyone and was greater than the evil. In the end, the Tao people
had someone who stood up for them to fight Anito and thanks to
him they could live without fear. Nowadays, the majority of the
local community is Christian.
Great nature, amazing history and the proximity of the Pacific
Ocean make that place unique and worth visiting. Many people
who go to Taiwan do not even hear about Lanyu, and never get
there. But if you consider spending some time on the island as an
exchange student, consider visiting Lanyu. You will be amazed by
the local people, their lifestyle and many stories that happened in
the past on that small piece of land.
All in all, going to Taiwan was definitely the right choice.
NCKU’s staff was very friendly and helpful with solving any kind
of problems. The campus is located in a very nice neighbourhood
just by the train station, so it is also convenient to travel around
Taiwan. And travelling on this small island is definitely a must
for everyone who cherishes nature, because it looks just like
paradise!
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Boat race on the Vistula
Anna Wojnar

The winning JU team

Editorial Staff of the JU monthly ‘Alma Mater’
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A. Wojnar

n 12 May 2018, the Jagiellonian University Rector’s
Cup International Regatta (coxed eights) was held on
the Vistula River, the winding trail of the river at the
Wawel castle, within the framework of the celebration of the
654th University Foundation Day. It was the fifth time that men’s
and women’s rowing boats, representing the AGH Technical
University of Kraków, Wrocław University of Technology, the
University of Wrocław and the Jagiellonian University, contested
in the Grand Regatta (1,000 m distance race) along one of the
most beautiful rowing routes in Poland.
The Jagiellonian University had four boats: two representing
the three faculties of Collegium Medicum and the other two
representing the remaining 13 faculties. It is worth mentioning
that the members of the Collegium Medicum teams included
international students.
This year the JU Rector’s Cup went to the men’s team of the
Jagiellonian University. They had the best time: 2 minutes 6
seconds, for which they also won the Chancellor’s Cup. The JU
Collegium Medicum team came second. In women’s races, the
winner was the boast of the AGH Technical University of Kraków
and the JU Collegium Medicum team came second.

A. Wojnar

At the end of the university competition, all of its participants
received special medals and diplomas.
So this year’s Regatta proved to be a great success of the JU
teams, one of the reasons being their new boat called ‘Nawojka.’
It is a truly professional boat made of carbon and very light –
96 kg.
Last but not least, the Regatta gathered hundreds of viewers
and fans who could spend that sunny day on the banks of the
Vistula River. They could test their mettle in ‘dry paddling’ – 654
metres on stationary ergometers. During the event a collection
was taken for St Lazarus’ Hospice in Kraków.
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Jagiellonian University
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS OFFICE
Gołębia 24, 31-007 Kraków
Collegium Novum, room 21
phone: +48 12633-1004/1516/1517
fax: +48 12663-1545
e-mail: iso@.uj.edu.pl
erasmus@uj.edu.pl
www.dmws.uj.edu.pl

PROJECT Administrative
SUPPORT CENTRE
Czapskich 4, 31-110 Kraków
phone: +48 12663-3833
e-mail: cawp@uj.edu.pl
www.cawp.uj.edu.pl

DEPARTMENT OF ADMISSIONS
Gołębia 24, 31-007 Kraków
Collegium Novum, room 19
tel. +48 12 663-1401/1408
e-mail: rekrutacja@uj.edu.pl
www.rekrutacja.uj.edu.pl

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS office
Czapskich 4, 31-110 Kraków, Poland
ground floor, rooms 11-13, 25, 26
phone: +48 12663-1110, fax: +48 12422-1757
www.dwm.uj.edu.pl
Dorota Maciejowska, MA – Head of IRO and Liaison officer
Administration and management of IRO,
Co-ordination of inter-institutional partnerships and networks
Providing international opportunities for JU staff
Preparing internal regulations; reports on JU international co-operation
phone: +48 12663-1110, e-mail: dorota.maciejowska@uj.edu.pl

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION section
Izabela ZAWISKA, PhD – Liaison officer and Head of the Section
Erasmus+ agreements and staff mobility; reports
Governmental research projects, Utrecht Network
phone: +48 12663-3013, e-mail: izabela.zawiska@uj.edu.pl
Barbara Chmielowska, MA – Liaison officer
Institutional lead of The Guild; JU International Visitors’ Office,
Reports on JU visitors
phone: +48 12 663-3850, e-mail: barbara.chmielowska@uj.edu.pl
Adriana Hołub-Palonka, MA – Liaison officer
Agreements of academic co-operation with Asia
Bilateral exchange with China, Georgia, Indonesia, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan
phone: +48 12663-3015, e-mail: adriana.holub-palonka@uj.edu.pl

Online application system (OAS)
www.erk.uj.edu.pl

Maria KANTOR, PhD – Liaison officer
Agreements of academic co-operation with Europe
Bilateral exchange with Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Finland, Germany, Holland,
Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Russia, Slovakia, Ukraine
Editor of Newsletter
phone: +48 12663-3014, e-mail: maria.kantor@uj.edu.pl

DEPARTMENT for project
administrative support &
International co-operation
at the MEDICAL COLLEGE

Małgorzata Paiak, MA – Liaison officer
Agreements of academic co-operation with North and South America, Australia, Africa
Bilateral exchange with Argentina, Australia, Canada, Columbia, Egypt, Mexico,
Peru, the USA, South Africa
Governmental offers: student scholarships and posts for Polish language teachers
phone: +48 12663-3044, e-mail: malgorzata.paiak@uj.edu.pl

Podwale 3, 31-118 Kraków
phone: +48 512-749-469
e-mail: dawp@uj.edu.pl
spm@uj.edu.pl
www.cm-uj.krakow.pl

OUTGOING MOBILITY section

Katarzyna DZIWIREK, MA – Deputy head and administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1229, e-mail: katarzyna.dziwirek@uj.edu.pl
Administrative and financial assistance to JU staff and students

Centre for technology
transfer – CITTRU
Bobrzyńskiego 14, 30-348 Kraków
phone: +48 12 664-4200
e-mail: cittru@uj.edu.pl
www.cittru.uj.edu.pl

Agnieszka Gzyl, MA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-3036, e-mail: agnieszka.gzyl@uj.edu.pl
Joanna KLIŚ, MA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1475, e-mail: joanna.klis@uj.edu.pl
Iwona SADOWSKA, MSc – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1273, e-mail: i.sadowska@uj.edu.pl
Dorota Słowik, MA – Administration officer
phone: +48 12663-1104, e-mail: dorota.slowik@uj.edu.pl

The Jagiellonian University is involved in various international co-operation
activities, including research and educational projects, faculty and student exchange
within bilateral agreements, Erasmus+ and SYLFF, summer schools, networks,
innovation and technology transfer as well as different scholarship schemes.
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RESEARCH

Małopolska Centre of Biotechnology (MBC)
comprising 7 research centres and 2 laboratories:
• Max Planck Society
• Le Centre national de la recherche scientifique

National Synchrotron Radiation Centre SOLARIS
Jagiellonian Centre for Experimental Therapeutics
Jagiellonian Centre of Innovation
Life Science Park

3

306 bilateral agreements
with276 universities in 64 countries
(128 university level; 94 faculty level;
46 institute level; 38 Collegium Medicum)
1,551 Erasmus+ KA 103 with 561 universities
and 42 KA 107 with 29 universities

Networks

COIMBRA Group
UTRECHT Network
The Guild of European
Research-Intensive Universities
European University Association

162

29
306

14

38

agreements
46

81

1746

38

Africa
&
94 46
46 Middle
East

38

94

38

64

countries

94
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Australia
JU bilateral agreements

128

128

128

38

94

46

International
environment

4,371

university level

international students
over 90 nationalities
– 11% of all JU students

TOP 10:
1. Ukrainian 1,213
2. Norwegian 351
3. German
280
4. Spanish
231
5. Belarussian 224
6. Italian
223
7. American
220
8. French
188
9. Turkish
141
10. Czech
92
		

94

South America

128

5

East-European University Network
EUROPAEUM
Unitown
SYLFF Institutions’ Network
Erasmus Student Network
European Students Forum (AEGEE)
European Law Students’ Association

JU
bilateral JU
agreements
bilateral Asia
agreements
JU bilateralEurope
agreements
JU bilateral agreements

North America

partner
universities

Visiting Professors’ Office: information, advice, support
86 visiting professors in 2014-2017
55 visiting professors in 2018
91 foreign academic teachers from 39 countries
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PARTNERSHIPS

276

Visiting professorship
& international teachers

Data as of 17.07.2018

www.uj.edu.pl

USOS data as of 28.06.2018
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JU bilateral agreements
university level
faculty level

university
level
faculty level
institute level

university
facultylevel
level
level Collegium
institute
facultylevel
level
Collegium
institute level
Medicum
Collegium Medicum
institute
Medicum
128
Collegium Medicum
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university level

EDUCATION

38,249 undergraduate & graduate students
2,932 doctoral students
111
139
49
60
32

Bachelor’s programmes
Master’s programmes
PhD programmes
post-diploma non-degree courses
English-taught programmes
(5 undergraduate, 20 graduate,
6 doctoral, 1 post-diploma)
356 doctorates awarded in 2017
300 student research societies
25 sports sections

faculty level

institute level

Collegium Medicum

STAFF & student
Mobility

Erasmus+ staff mobility in 2017
– 163 outgoings
– 148 ingoings
Bilateral staff exchange in 2017
– 91 outgoings
– 64 incomings
Student mobility programmes in 2017
– 1,317 outgoings
– 1,769 incomings, including summer schools

