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y major at the Jagiellonian University is Korean Studies.
It has always been my dream to spend a longer time in
Korea. Thanks to the international students bilateral
exchange between the Jagiellonian University and the Jeju National
University (South Korea) my dreams came true. My unforgettable
adventure began in mid-August during a wonderful, warm summer,
when I arrived at the Jeju Island for the next four months.
Jeju Island is a small island in the Jeju Province of South Korea.
The island lies in the Korea Strait, below the Korean Pennisula. Jeju
has a humid subtropical climate, so even in winter, the temperature
rarely falls below 0°C, in the mainland it may differ a little bit. Four
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distinct seasons are experienced on Jeju – summers are hot, humid
and sometimes rainy, whereas winters can be cool and dry. Jeju is
a volcanic island that has been formed by volcanic eruptions. It is
dominated by Hallasan (Halla Mountain), a shield volcano 1,950
meters high, and it is also the highest mountain in South Korea.
There is a lot to visit as Jeju is a natural world heritage site. So
I spent my free time during the sunny weekends with my friends
on sightseeing Jeju and the mainland of Korea, using only public
transport.
The semester started in September. As a foreigner, to be enrolled
as a student at the Jeju National University, I had to fulfil the
registration formalities, i.e. getting the registration card, student’s
ID and the dormitory. My dorm was located in the large campus
area, with many facilities such as a medical point, post office,
bank, a few shops, restaurants, cafés and libraries. In each dorm,
there was a student zone with a canteen and laundry room. I was
accommodated in a comfy and cozy room, with a girl from Spain –
we’re still in touch! During my stay at the Jeju National University,
various festivals were organised not only for students but also for
foreigners. As an international student from the bilateral exchange,
I was often invited to many University’s events where I was
acquainted with new friends and saw lots of new places.
As a part of the exchange programme I attended Korean and
also lectures conducted in English. I studied Korean every day for
three hours, and my classes in English were held twice a week. In
addition, there were some cultural excursions on the weekends,
during which I had the opportunity to visit new spots or to learn
new things – such as making cups from clay. My Korean language
teacher was really nice. She helped me a lot with the language and
organised some integrating class games. For the first four months,

City Hall at night

26

SPRING-SUMMER 2020/69

K. Piszczek

Jeju island seen through the eyes of a Polish student

K. Piszczek

Seogwipo

I spoke Korean only, so I made much progress in Korean. I was able
to speak Korean on a daily basis while shopping or going out with
my Korean friends.
I studied with students from Vietnam, China, Japan, Mongolia
and Uzbekistan. Meeting people from other countries enabled me
to get to know other cultures, open up to new relationships and
develop my language skills in English and Korean. Other classes
were conducted by a teacher from Washington D.C., who decided
to start a family and settle down in Jeju. He was a friendly and nice
guy and as a teacher he helped us a lot. As a vocalist in a reggae
band he organised many trips and concerts for students. Thanks to
these activities, all international students got to know one another
and together we visited many places in Jeju, such as Udo, the nearest
small island. During Christmas, together with other students we
threw a Christmas party with games and Christmas gifts. For most
of us it was a farewell party, so it became a nice memory.
My stay in Jeju was also an excellent opportunity to learn more
and get to know Korean culture and society. Given the island’s
isolation, people of Jeju have developed a culture and language,
with many local legends and mystic beliefs, completely different
from those of the Mainland Korea. They even called the Jeju as
the “island of gods”. The most characteristic cultural artifact is
the ubiquitous “stone grandfather” carved from a block of basalt.
Moreover, each part of the Jeju island has its own good vibes.
The City Hall is always full of students - it is also the center of
nightlife and a perfect place to meet with friends. The bus ride
from campus takes only 15 minutes, so it is very close. Moreover,
I also spent, together with my friends, quite a lot of time in Aewol,
the east part of the Jeju. This is a very peaceful part of the island,
a place where you can relax, hear the sounds of the sea and see
beautiful views – I felt almost like in heaven there! Even though
we stayed in the small island, we also had the opportunity to visit
many places in the whole Mainland South Korea. Flights from
Jeju to Mainland Korea are not that expensive and the journey to
Seoul or Busan takes only about 1 hour. You also have to know
that in Mainland Korea every city has its own history and specific
ambience. Personally, I think it’s really worthwhile to travel and

visit as many places as you can, because the more you see and
discover, the better experience you get.
I believe that every form of student exchange is an extremely
valuable and useful experience, both for education and life.
Studying abroad opens your mind and broadens your horizons and
knowledge. It gives you a different perspective on the world. It also
enriches your personality in all aspects – you make friendships that
can last a long time! (I met my friend in Jeju and now we meet
again in Kraków because she came here as an exchange student).
My almost four-month stay in Korea has provided many positive
impressions and experiences that will bear fruit in the future. This
trip has strengthened my confidence and self-efficacy that it is
worth to continue my studies – I am sure that I will visit Korea
soon. And if you ever get a chance to go for a student exchange, go
for it!
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